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 Soldier on, Soldier on,
  Selangor

s the country faces another round of the movement con-
trol order, the state government has once again stepped 
in to alleviate the hardships faced by the people. The ‘Kita 
Selangor Package’, valued at RM73.877 million, was an-

nounced on Jan 20 and is packed with incentives for all sections 
of the society — from the frontline workers who have sacrificed 
so much for the country, to young graduates in search of a job.

A significant amount of the allocation will also go towards 
Covid-19 mitigating measures as the state prepares to 
ramp up testing and 
manage the upsurge 
in cases.
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SHAH ALAM - The Selangor gov-
ernment intends to purchase five 
million doses of Covid-19 vaccine 
for the people in the state, an effort 
most welcomed by the Federal gov-
ernment and the Health Ministry 
(MOH).

Selangor Menteri Besar Dato’ 
Seri Amirudin Shari said the state 
government’s intention would more 
or less reduce the federal govern-
ment’s burden in purchasing the 
vaccine for the people.

“During the National Security 

Council (Emergency) meeting, Prime 
Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin 
was made aware of Selangor’s in-
tention, which was also welcomed 
by the Federal government as their 
burden (to purchase the vaccine) 
will be alleviated.

“So far, only the Selangor and 
Sarawak governments intend to buy 
the vaccine for the people in their 
respective states,” he told a virtual 
press conference here on Jan 18.

Amirudin said he would make a 
further announcement on the mat-

ter once he receives the endorse-
ment from the MOH.

He said the state government will 
collaborate with the Federal govern-
ment through the National Immuni-
sation Plan to prevent overlapping 
in the efforts to address Covid-19 in 
the country.

The state government will also 
ensure that all target groups, espe-
cially workers, will receive the vac-
cine as they have important roles to 
play in reviving the state’s economy 
post-Covid-19, he added. - Bernama

Selangor’s plan to buy 
vaccine welcomed

By NADIAH ZAMLUS

SEPANG - The Covid-19 Quaran-
tine and Low-Risk Treatment Centre 
(PKRC) in Serdang is expected to re-
duce the load on hospitals in accom-
modating patients infected with the 
virus.

Selangor Menteri Besar Dato’ 
Seri Amirudin Shari said the Malay-
sia Agro Exposition Park Serdang 
(MAEPS) was reopened in December 
last year and has 9,000 beds.

“This PKRC is growing into an 
integrated treatment centre for 
Covid-19 patients with the collabo-

ration of the Health Ministry (MOH) 
and the National Disaster Manage-
ment Agency (Nadma) as well as a 
few other departments. 

“It is now the first treatment and 
quarantine centre in Malaysia that 
provides various facilities. I also be-
lieve it will help lighten the burden 
faced by hospitals at the moment,” 
Amirudin said.

The Menteri Besar spoke to 
members of the press after visiting 
the quarantine centre along with Se-
langor state secretary Dato’ Mohd 
Amin Ahmad Ahya, on Jan 19.

Also present were Selangor State 

Health Department director Da-
tuk Dr Sha’ari Ngadiman, and PKRC 
MAEPS 2.0 director Dr Shahabuddin 
Ibrahim.

The centre was open from March 
to July last year, and again on Dec 6, 
to accommodate the growing num-
ber of patients.

It is now known as the PKRC 
MAEPS 2.0.

On Jan 24, the MAEPS integrat-
ed hospital will begin treating cate-
gories three, four and five patients 
to stabilise their condition before 
sending them to hospital for further 
treatment.

MAEPS now also a treatment centre

SHAH ALAM - Industrial and manufacturing companies 
are urged to take part in the Preventing and Detecting 
Outbreaks at Ignition Sites (POIS) programme to curb the 
spread of Covid-19 infections among workers.

Selangor Task Force for Covid-19 (STFC) member Dr 
Yap Wei Aun said their participation in the programme 
organised by the state agency will bring a huge impact to 
the country’s effort to contain the pandemic.

“POIS is introduced to employers throughout Selangor 
first because the state has a large foreign workforce.

“Kuala Lumpur, Penang and Johor are also encouraged 
to participate in this programme as they also have indus-
trial areas,” Dr Yap said through a statement on Jan 7.

According to him, the Selangor government is actively 
identifying employers deemed as ‘compulsory’ to join the 
initiative.

“Any company can make use of this opportunity. How-
ever, at this early stage, we are prioritising industrial and 
manufacturing companies that have a high number of 
workers.

“Employers who wish more information on this can 
browse the POIS website at pois.selangkah.my as well as 
register,” he said.

POIS, which has several components, was launched to 
curb and reduce cluster infections at the workplace.

It uses the SELangkah (Step In, Safely) platform and 
requires the active participation of employers, employees 
and the authorities.

Task force wants 
factories to cooperate

SHAH ALAM - The public is urged to cooperate with the 
government by adhering to the standard operating pro-
cedure (SOP) so that the chain of Covid-19 transmission 
can be broken.

Selangor Investment, Industry and Trade, Small and 
Medium Industries Committee chairman Dato’ Teng 
Chang Khim said the enforcement of the movement con-
trol order (MCO) for the second time was the right move.

“However, I ask the public to work together to help the 
government to break the chain of infection. Do not as-
sume we are immune to the virus and cannot be infected.

“Love your life and the life of your loved ones by adher-
ing to the SOP,” Teng told SelangorKini.

Teng also said the state administration is ready to work 
with the Federal government and hopes that the situa-
tion will be under control soon.

On Jan 11, Prime Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin an-
nounced the implementation of three phases of the MCO 
for a period of 14 days starting Jan 13, for Selangor and 
seven other states and territories. The deadline for the 
order has since been extended to Feb 4.

Don’t assume we’re 
immune, says exco

Amirudin (second from right) overseeing the operations at the PKRC MAEPS 2.0 during a visit on Jan 19
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SHAH ALAM - The Selangor gov-
ernment has allocated RM6 million 
to enable 50,000 targeted Selan-
gor residents to undergo Covid-19 
screening during the movement 
control order (MCO) period in a pro-
active bid to combat the pandemic.

In a special address to announce 
the RM73.877 million Kita Selangor 
Package on Jan 19, Selangor Ment-
eri Besar Dato’ Seri Amirudin Shari 
said the screening programme will 
focus on vulnerable groups.

“It will be focused on targeted 
groups such as senior citizens, who 
are at high risk especially the el-
derly at old folks homes and hae-
modialysis centres in the state, the 
B40 group and students.

“The state government through 
the Selangor Task Force for 
Covid-19 (STFC) uses the ‘Test and 
Isolate’ concept to assist the Health 
Ministry in managing the pandem-
ic,” he said, adding that more de-
tailed information on the matter 
will be given at a later date.

Amirudin added that the state ad-
ministration has so far carried out 
19,976 free swab tests in Selangor.

Since last year, the state gov-
ernment carried out targeted com-
munity screenings at various loca-
tions.

Selangor was the first to initiate 
targeted mass screenings when 
the first MCO was enforced last 
March.

SHAH ALAM - The Selangor gov-
ernment is currently in discus-
sion with several undisclosed 
Covid-19 vaccine manufacturers 
as the state plans to purchase 
five million doses of the shots 
for its people, says Dato’ Seri 
Amirudin Shari.

In an interview with Malaysia-
Kini, the Selangor Menteri Besar 
said the state administration’s 
vaccination plans will depend 
on the final outcome of the ne-
gotiations held with the differ-
ent parties.

He said a special commit-
tee headed by Selangor Health, 
Women and Family Empower-
ment exco Dr Siti Mariah Mah-
mud, together with several mem-
bers of the Selangor Task Force 
for Covid-19, will decide on which 
vaccine to buy.

“They have to decide based on 
cost, effectiveness and suitability. 
For example, the Pfizer vaccine 

requires two doses, while anoth-
er only requires one,” Amirudin 
was quoted by the news portal.

“These are the issues being 
discussed and there are details 
that I must talk through with 
the health minister in order for 
us to be allowed to administer  
the vaccines.”

Putrajaya’s vaccination pro-

gramme will be implemented 
in phases over a period of 12 
months, with the first phase ex-
pected to begin in March.

Amirudin had on Jan 18 
voiced the state administra-
tion’s intentions to buy the vac-
cine for its people and Putrajaya 
as well as the Health Ministry 
welcomed the news.

Committee to decide which brand is best

SHAH ALAM - An estimated one 
million foreign workers in Selan-
gor will be vaccinated as part of 
the state government’s support 
for Putrajaya’s Covid-19 vaccina-
tion plan, MalaysiaKini reported 
on Jan 26.

Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri 
Amirudin Shari said the vaccina-
tion of foreign workers must be 
considered in order to achieve 
the herd immunity target in the 
state, which covers over six mil-
lion people.

“Of course, we want to protect 
everyone because in theory to 
achieve herd immunity, we need 
to vaccinate between 65 and 70 
per cent of the population.

“I was informed that after re-
ceiving the vaccine, an individ-
ual will be immune to the virus 
but he or she can still be a car-
rier. So like it or not, others (in 

the community) must also be 
immune.

“We are using the most con-
servative estimate, around one 
million foreign workers ... They 
must be vaccinated as well to 
continue working and to remain 
in the community,” he said.

Amirudin said it has to be 
taken into account that foreign 
workers are living within the lo-
cal community and that there is 
a large number of factories in 
the state.

“So definitely, they (foreign 
workers) too need vaccines be-
cause they are living in-commu-
nity.” 

The Menteri Besar added that 
the vaccines for registered for-
eign workers will not be free but 
that they could be offered at a 
subsidised price or at cost price 
to their employers.

Report: One million foreign 
workers to be inoculated

SHAH ALAM - The 24-hour Covid-19 mo-
bile operations room will begin func-
tioning from the Smart Selangor C5i 
Operation Centre (SSOC) to monitor the 
pandemic more effectively.

The Smart Selangor Delivery Unit 
(SSDU) said the control centre will pro-
vide operational support and outline 
what is needed to help Federal agen-

cies manage cases of outbreaks as it is 
equipped with a centralised monitoring 
system that functions in real time.

“The control centre costs RM6 million 
in total to build and has the ability to op-
erate 24 hours straight with high-speed 
internet.

“It is also equipped with a hybrid data 
centre and a centralised communication 

system as well as the Smart Data Plat-
form that has the ability to analyse Big 
Data,” the agency said in a statement on 
Jan 22.

The construction of the SSOC was com-
pleted in December 2020. It is housed at 
the Dewan Jubli Perak in the Selangor 
State Secretariat Building.

The centre covers five integrated func-

tions namely instructional, control, com-
municative, computational, collaborative 
and teamwork.

“The formation of the SSOC is one of 
60 initiatives under the Smart Selangor 
programme which is led by the SSDU 
to propel Selangor towards becoming a 
liveable smart state in the Asean region 
by 2025,” the agency said.

State-of-art ops room to track virus in real time

50,000 free swab tests 
for the vulnerable



Selangor Journal l FEBRUARY 2021NEWS4

By ZAREEF MUZAMMIL

SHAH ALAM - The Federal gov-
ernment is urged to establish 
a reciprocal green lane for for-
eign tourists after the Covid-19 
vaccine arrives in the country 
next month.

Selangor executive council-
lor for tourism Hee Loy Sian 
said the move to reopen inter-
national borders must be dis-

cussed seriously without hav-
ing to wait for the country to 
achieve zero positive cases of 
the disease.

“The government must discuss 
with countries like Singapore, 
Brunei or Taiwan which are show-
ing a drop in Covid-19 cases.

“Tourists can use the special 
lane to enter the country and 
vice-versa.

“Once our citizens have been 

vaccinated, they (the Feder-
al government) must open up 
(the country) to foreign tourists 
to revive the tourism industry 
after almost a year of waiting,” 
Hee said during Media Selan-
gor’s Bual Bicara talk show on 
Jan 4.

Hee also expressed hope 
that the people will receive the 
vaccines quickly and bring a 
swift end to the Covid-19 crisis. 

Set up green lane, 
says exco

SHAH ALAM - The opening of 
celebrity chef Gordon Ramsay’s 
restaurant this coming June in 
Petaling Jaya is set to become 
the latest attraction in Selangor.

Tourism Selangor general 
manager Azrul Shah Mohamad 
said the outlet will draw culinary 
visitors from near and far and 

put Selangor on the map. 
He said the state is delight-

ed that the Michelin-star chef 
has chosen Selangor to open his 
first restaurant branch in Ma-
laysia, and second in Southeast 
Asia.

“For those who love to en-
joy or wish to experience the 

Chef Ramsay puts PJ on culinary map

SHAH ALAM - Listing Perigi 
Tujuh Serendah (Seven Wells 
of Serendah) in Hulu Selangor 
as a National Heritage Site will 
add value to the tourism sec-
tor in Selangor.

State executive councillor 
for tourism Hee Loy Sian said 
comprehensive data will be 
passed to the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organisation (Unesco) for 
further review before the place 
can be gazetted.

“Although the gazetting 
takes time, we are still com-
mitted to raising the status of 
the wells,” Hee said during Me-
dia Selangor’s Bual Bicara talk 
show on Jan 4.

On Dec 13, 2020, Tourism 

Minister Datuk Seri Nancy 
Shukri said Perigi Tujuh Ser-
endah is among 11 other list-
ings in Hulu Selangor that is in 
the inventory of the National 
Heritage Department for the 
purpose of research.

At the same time, Hee asked 
local authorities to monitor 
and upgrade tourist spots for 
the comfort of the people.

“Although the Belanjawan 
Selangor 2021 (2021 Selangor 
Budget) has provided funding 
for the purpose of upgrading 
and renovating tourism prod-
ucts, local authorities also 
need to have their own bud-
get for maintenance so that 
they will not be left behind,” he 
added.

Serendah’s seven wells 
await Unesco listing

SHAH ALAM - Answering tech-
niques for Sijil Pelajaran Malay-
sia (SPM) and Sijil Tinggi Pelaja-
ran Malaysia (STPM) questions 
are now available on the Selan-
gor eptrs.my portal.

Selangor Menteri Besar 
Dato’ Seri Amirudin Shari said 
the content of the portal is 
shared and presented by expe-
rienced teachers in every sub-
ject.

“The revision process will be 
made easier with the sharing of 
tips through video recordings 
for answering exam questions.

“All is free. Equip yourselves 
with the ‘Program Pecutan 
Akhir’ (Final Acceleration Pro-
gramme) on www.eptrs.my,” 
Amirudin said on Facebook on 

Jan 17.
The portal is equipped with 

learning sessions for Baha-
sa Malaysia, English, Science, 
Mathematics and History for 
SPM students, for Pengajian 
Am (General Studies) as well 
as for The Malaysian Universi-
ty English Test (MUET) for STPM 
students and was launched to 
help exam candidates.

Aside from using the portal 
to revise their lessons, students 
also get to participate in ques-
tion-and-answer sessions with 
the teachers.

They will also find the special 
segment called ‘Final Acceler-
ation’ useful as it provides tips 
for the students to master each 
subject quickly.

One-stop portal for SPM, 
STPM candidates
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sophisticated style of fine din-
ing, they may want to visit this 
restaurant once it opens,” he 
said when contacted.

Ramsay, 54, plans to open the 
restaurant chain Gordon Ram-
say Bar & Grill, which will be lo-
cated in Sunway Resort, offering 
a variety of delicacies that in-
clude Beef Wellington and Sticky 
Toffee Pudding.

Sunway Resort in a statement 
on its website announced that 
customers are able to make res-
ervations from now in order to 
enjoy the British chef’s meals 
come June.

Besides Malaysia, Ramsay 
also owns similar branches in 
the US, the United Kingdom, 
France, China and the United 
Arab Emirates.

His popularity soared when 
he was featured in the reality 
TV shows Hell’s Kitchen (that ran 
from 2005), Kitchen Nightmares 
(from 2004 until 2014) and Mas-
terChef US (from 2010).
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By NORRASYIDAH ARSHAD

SHAH ALAM - Selangor Ruler Sul-
tan Sharafuddin Idris Shah Alhaj and 
Tengku Permaisuri Norashikin have 
called on the people to not shed their 
responsibility in protecting stray ani-
mals, especially cats and dogs.

Both the Sultan and Tengku Per-
maisuri said all parties must have 
compassion and help to protect 
strays together.

“Their Highnesses are both sad-
dened that there are some parties 
who inflict cruelty towards strays 
or do not provide them with proper 
care, especially during times where 
restricted movement is imposed,” 
a statement issued by Istana Alam 
Shah read on Jan 23.

The Ruler also told all local au-
thorities to use their good judgment 
when handling cases of stray ani-
mals and to not add on to the neg-
ative press surrounding the matter. 

His Royal Highness also said that 
the Turkish government’s method 
in managing strays should be em-

ulated in order to prevent cases of 
abuse. 

“Their Highnesses hope that the 
people, especially those in Selangor, 
will practice compassion towards 
all strays and also champion their 
rights and welfare,” said the state-
ment.

The Sultan and Tengku Permaisu-
ri also reminded the people to up-
hold the Covid-19 standard operat-
ing procedures and to stay at home 
as much as possible.

Royals express love for strays

SHAH ALAM - The Selangor gov-
ernment has launched its very 
own job search website, www.se-
langorkerjaya.com.my to address 
the current unemployment crisis 
and pave the way for the state to 
become a high-income and Re-
gional Smart State by 2025.

Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri Amiru-
din Shari said the service offered 
under the Selangor Kerjaya (Se-
langor Jobs) initiative will help 
both employers and job seekers in 
the job searching process.

“The website contains a lot of 
information. Not only that, Se-
langor Kerjaya also interacts di-
rectly with the public via social 
media websites such as Face-
book, Instagram, Linkedin, Twit-
ter and Whatsapp.

“Ten thousand job opportu-
nities will be created to match 
the (number of available) skilled 
workforce using three methods 
— profiling, upskilling and job 
placement — within the span of 
three years.

“The service is free and is borne 
completely by the state govern-
ment,” said Amirudin during the 
virtual launch of the Selangor 
Kerjaya initiative on Jan 26.

He said the target for this year 
is to ensure that a total of 2,000 

positions will be filled by high 
school, tertiary and vocation-
al training graduates as well as 
those who have been retrenched 
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Developed with an allocation 
of RM58 million, Amirudin said 
the initiative will also focus on the 
development of the aerospace in-
dustry to create high-skilled jobs 
and provide a new income stream 
to spur the economy.

“We are taking the approach of 
familiarising with the aerospace 
industry where 60 per cent of 
the income will be contributed by 
companies operating in the state 
such as GEs Engine Services Sdn 
Bhd, Aerobus Malaysia and UMW 
Aerospace Sdn Bhd,” he said.

“Selangor is keen to attract 
investors from the high-value 
industries to invest in the state 
thus we offer high-skilled jobs 
which will elevate the salary 
scale of the workforce and create 
a high-income society.

“Therefore, I hope all the 
young people out there, espe-
cially the graduates, will grab 
this opportunity to build a ca-
reer out of it and strengthen the 
economy.” 

The Selangor Kerjaya initia-
tive was introduced in Selangor’s 
third economic stimulus pack-
age, themed ‘Strengthening the 
People’s Resilience, Stimulating 
State Prosperity’, announced by 
Amirudin on July 13, 2020.

State to create 10,000 jobs in three years

SHAH ALAM - The virtual 
launch of Menteri Besar Selan-
gor Incorporated’s (MBI) Integ-
rity and Governance (MBI IG) 
system on Jan 1 is in line with 
the state’s digitalisation agen-
da, says Menteri Besar Dato’ 
Seri Amirudin Shari.

During the officiating cer-
emony, Amirudin voiced his 
confidence that such new 
norms have been well accept-
ed by the public and should 
also be practised by all layers 
of the society, especially in Se-
langor.

“The virtual launching cere-
mony today is in line with the 
state government’s effort to 
implement the digitalisation 
agenda in our daily routines.

“This method, I am certain, 
does not reduce the quality 
of our work in providing our 
services to the people and the 
state,” he said.

The Selangor government 
had on Jan 11 launched the MBI 
IG system to strengthen the 
state’s administrative manage-
ment practices. The event was 
broadcast live on Facebook.

MB: Going virtual won’t 
compromise on quality

SHAH ALAM - Employees of 
Menteri Besar Selangor Incor-
porated (MBI), as well as those 
of its subsidiary companies, are 
urged to make use of the MBI 
Integrity and Governance (MBI 
IG) system to strengthen cor-
porate governance and prevent 
corrupt practices.

Citing the Malaysian An-
ti-corruption Commission’s 
(MACC) Statistics on Corruption 
Offenders, Selangor Menteri 
Besar Dato’ Seri Amirudin Shari 

said a total of 22 corruption 
cases involving statutory bod-
ies were reported last year as 
compared to 10 cases in 2019 
and 17 cases in 2018.

“The statistics of arrests by 
MACC nationwide for the three-
year period were 840 in 2020; 
1,101 in 2019 and 894 in 2018. 
This shows an increase in the 
number of offenders for the 
statutory body category in the 
country, under which MBI also 
falls.

New system to stem corruption

Their Highnesses 
hope that the people, 
especially those in 
Selangor, will practice 
compassion towards 
all strays and also 
champion their rights 
and welfare
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By IDA NADIRAH IBRAHIM

SHAH ALAM - Selangor recorded 
RM8 billion worth of investments 
for the manufacturing sector as of 
September last year, says the State 
Investment, Industry and Com-
merce and Small and Medium En-
terprise Committee chairman.

Dato’ Teng Chang Kim, howev-
er, said that the state has yet to 
obtain the recorded investments 
for the services industry and that 
it is also waiting to receive the 
total investments registered for 
the year 2020.

“As for 2021, of course, we 
will be facing bigger challenges 
compared to 2020 because (the 
total investments) would be de-
pendent on our efforts last year, 
where we faced many restric-
tions.

“For example, we had no 
(trade) mission overseas last 
year, except for one visit before 
the MCO (movement control 
order) was enforced,” he said 
during a virtual press conference 
after the Selangor e-Bazar 11.11 
Mega Sales campaign announce-
ment on Jan 18.

Also present were Selangor 
Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri Amiru-
din Shari, Invest Selangor Bhd 
chief executive officer Dato' Hasan 
Azhari Idris and Selangor Informa-
tion Technology and Digital Econ-
omy Corporation (Sidec) chief ex-
ecutive officer Yong Kai Ping.

Although the state adminis-
tration has projected a low figure 
due to the challenges faced fol-
lowing the global Covid-19 pan-
demic and the enforced MCO in 
the country last year, Teng said 

the Selangor government has 
put in many efforts during the 
first MCO period and had moved 
all of its major events and activ-
ities online, including talks with 
investors.

Last November, Amirudin had 
announced that the state had 
registered RM3.39 billion worth 
of investments for the manufac-
turing sector as of June 2020 in-
volving 122 projects.

He said a total of RM1.83 bil-
lion were from local investments, 
while RM1.56 billion through for-
eign investments.

Amirudin said the food man-
ufacturing industry recorded the 
highest amount with RM1.16 bil-
lion, followed by electrical and 
electronics (RM638.65 million), 
and beverages and tobacco (RM9 
million).

Manufacturing bags 
RM8b amid gloom SHAH ALAM - The Selangor Avi-

ation Show, scheduled for April, 
will continue as planned un-
less there is an extension to the 
movement control order (MCO) 
or a requirement under the 
emergency order for people to 
stay home. 

State executive councillor for 
industry and commerce Dato’ 
Teng Chang Khim said the Se-
langor government has not yet 
made any arrangements to post-
pone two major events sched-
uled for this year, one being the 
airshow and the other, the Selan-
gor International Business Sum-
mit (SIBS).

“Last year we fully moved the 
SIBS online, including its three 
main components, which were 
held in the form of webinars and 
virtual expos,” said Teng, refer-
ring to the Selangor Internation-
al Expo (SIE), the Selangor Asean 
Business Conference (SABC) and 
the Smart City and Digital Econo-
my Convention (SDEC).

“I believe that no other state 
has made such efforts like Se-
langor because we made earli-
er preparations and we will be 
improving on them further … 
we are also waiting for approval 

from the Selangor State Execu-
tive Council on the programmes 
that we have planned (for 2021),” 
said Teng during a press confer-
ence after the Selangor e-Bazar 
11.11 Mega Sales campaign an-
nouncement held virtually on Jan 
18.

Teng said the airshow, which 
will be held to further promote 
the aviation sector, is expected 
to launch on April 2. However, 
if postponed, the event will be 
moved to the end of the year or 
to 2022.

“As for SIBS, for now, we have 
planned to have both virtual and 
physical events. But if we cannot 
have the programme done phys-
ically in October due to the MCO 
or other factors, we will do it on-
line.”

The virtual version of the an-
nual SIBS 2020 received an im-
pressive turnout with 170,974 
digital audiences.

Held from Oct 14, 2020, it was 
originally scheduled for four 
days but was extended by anoth-
er three to allow the ‘large crowd’ 
to have more opportunities to 
create, connect and collaborate 
with top brands and industry 
players around the world.

Airshow, SIBS 2021 
to go on as planned

SHAH ALAM - More than 650 
small and medium-sized enter-
prises (SMEs) have been trained 
under the Selangor govern-
ment’s agency, in line with the 
state’s digitalisation agenda, 
says state executive council-
lor for industry and commerce 
Dato’ Teng Chang Khim.

Teng said the programmes 
for the upskilling of entrepre-
neurs were initiated by the Se-
langor Information Technology 
and Digital Economy Corpora-
tion (Sidec), or previously known 
as the Selangor Information 

Technology and E-Commerce 
Council (Sitec).

“We have been putting a lot 
of effort into the digitalisation 
of businesses in Selangor.

“Aside from the two Selangor 
e-bazaar campaigns last year 
where we injected RM3 million 
into assisting our SMEs to sell 
online, we have also launched 
Produtk to assist our SMEs to 
digitalise the management of 
their workforce,” he said during 
the virtual launch of the Selan-
gor e-Bazar Chinese New Year 
campaign on Jan 26.

“We are not able to assist 
them (in the digitalisation of 
their production processes) due 
to financial constraints, but we 
are helping them to digitalise 
the management of their whole 
workforce.” 

Teng added that in 2020, the 
state government managed to 
help 26,000 SMEs to transition 
their business online.

The Selangor e-Bazar Chinese 
New Year campaign which will 
run on the Lazada and Shopee 
platforms will start on Feb 1 and 
end on March 7.

Over 650 e-merchants trained by Sidec: Exco

SHAH ALAM - The Selangor Digi-
tal e-Supply Chain (Seldec) will be 
offering express delivery service 
of freshly cooked meals in the 
Klang Valley beginning this year.

Its business development 
general manager Mohd Fauzan 
Elham said the delivery network 
has been expanded following 
high demand and is capable of 
creating wider job opportunities, 
further empowering the digital 
economy sector.

He said the online portal and 
the Seldec Rider application are 
currently being upgraded to in-
clude the new component.

“We received many requests, 
with most of them coming from 
entrepreneurs who joined the 
Selangor Ramadan e-Bazar pro-
gramme last year and are keen 
on managing such a business.

“Before this, customers had to 
order (food) a day before it is de-
livered, but with the new fresh-
ly-cooked food category, orders 

will be delivered on the same 
day,” he said.

Mohd Fauzan was speaking 
at an event where state execu-
tive councillor for entrepreneur 
development Rodziah Ismail pre-
sented the year’s plans for entre-
preneurs, at the De’ Palma Hotel 
here on Jan 12.

Mohd Fauzan said it is possi-
ble that the number of new mi-
cro-entrepreneurs signing up for 
the business will increase four-
fold this year from the current 
800.

He said the target takes into 
consideration Subang Jaya City 
Council’s commitment to bring 
in around 4,000 entrepreneurs 
as part of a pilot project for the 
digital economy.

Seldec, which is spearheaded 
by Selangor Industrial Corpora-
tion Sdn Bhd, was launched on 
June 24, 2020, and connects buy-
ers and sellers directly via its por-
tal link www.seldec.com.my/en.

Seldec commits to delivering 
hot meals daily
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By SHERILYN PANG

SHAH ALAM - The Selangor 
e-Bazar 11.11 Mega Sales cam-
paign has generated RM1.04 
billion for the state’s economy, 
including RM32.06 million in di-
rect sales, says state’s Menteri 
Besar.

Compared to the e-Bazar 
Raya which was held for eight 
weeks from May 4 last year, 
Dato’ Seri Amirudin Shari said 
the e-Bazar 11.11  showed a 274 
per cent increase in direct sales.

“This improvement to the 
numbers shows that more 

e-commerce traders have ben-
efitted from the campaign,” he 
said during the virtual announce-
ment on the Selangor e-Bazar 
11.11 Mega Sales campaign re-
sult on Jan 18.

Amirudin said the event saw 
the participation of 26,744 new 
small- and medium-sized enter-
prises (SMEs) out of an overall 
73,791 retailers.

“This represents a 267 per cent 
increase from the initial target of 
10,000 new sellers,” he said.

The e-Bazar 11.11 Mega Sales 
campaign, which ran from Oct 
26 until Dec 15, 2020, was part 

of the Selangor Economic Recov-
ery Plan to assist SMEs impacted 
by the Covid-19 pandemic.

The Selangor government 
channelled RM2 million in the 
form of vouchers to consumers 
to spend on online sales plat-
forms.

The campaign was jointly co-
ordinated by Invest Selangor 
and Sidec, previously known as 
Selangor Information Technol-
ogy and e-Commerce Council 
(Sitec), in collaboration with two 
of the most popular online sales 
platforms in Malaysia, Shopee 
and Lazada.

e-Bazar 11.11 a huge success

SHAH ALAM - Forty per cent 
of retailers on the Shop-
ee and Lazada online shop-
ping platforms had come 
on board during the state-
led Selangor e-Bazar 11.11 
Mega Sales and the e-Bazar 
Raya campaigns, says Selan-
gor Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri 
Amirudin Shari.

He said out of the cur-
rent 88,000 retailers on both 
Shopee and Lazada, 6,000 
new retailers were recorded 
during the Selangor e-Bazar 
Raya campaign and a whop-
ping 26,000 new retailers 
emerged during the Selan-
gor e-Bazar 11.11 Mega Sales 
last year.

“This means from the 
80,000 retailers on Shopee 
and Lazada, 40 per cent came 
from our e-bazaar projects. 
This shows that the meth-

od works and is sustainable 
and maybe we can continue 
with some adjustments or 
improvements in the future,” 
he said during a virtual press 
conference to announce the 
results of the Selangor e-Ba-
zar 11.11 Mega Sales Cam-
paign on Jan 18.

Amirudin said Covid-19 
has forced the state to has-
ten its digitalisation agenda 
and adjust to new norms.

“The economic impact 
from the Covid-19 pandemic 
is sure to happen, but how 
do we overcome it? So we 
took a few strategies with 
digitalisation as one part of it 
and the pandemic has forced 
us to hasten the process.

“I think we are doing the 
right thing. We can overcome 
any challenges brought 
about by the movement con-

trol order and the pandemic. 
The economy can still grow, 
with some adjustments like 
digitalisation.” 

Amirudin said the state 
government’s current focus, 
through the Selangor In-
formation Technology and 
e-Commerce Council (Sitec), 
now known as the Selangor 
Information Technology and 
Digital Economy Corporation 
(Sidec), is to ensure the sus-
tainability of online compa-
nies.

“I want to congratulate all 
the successful ones but we 
also need to measure (suc-
cess) by identifying the num-
ber of businesses that are 
struggling so that we can 
help them. This is part and 
parcel of the state govern-
ment’s digitalisation efforts,” 
he added.

Drive to digitalise retail worked: MB

SHAH ALAM - It is still too early 
to tax online retailers as they are 
only starting to grow their busi-
ness on the digital platform, says 
Selangor Menteri Besar Dato' 
Seri Amirudin Shari.

Speaking at a virtual press 
conference to announce the re-
sults of the Selangor e-Bazar 
11.11 Mega Sales Campaign on 
Jan 18, Amirudin said the digi-
tal-transitioning process for en-
trepreneurs at the state level is 
still in its growth phase and it 
is imperative to ensure that the 
sector continues to grow.

“We are in the process of 
growing the business so I think 
it is too early for us to tax them 
or to obtain any shares from 
them now,” Amirudin said in ref-
erence to the tax policy for on-

line retailers.
“It is not entirely under the 

state government’s power or ju-
risdiction (to decide). We also 
have to deal with the Federal in-
stitution but we have to discuss 
how to make sure businesses in 
this sector continue to grow,” he 
added.

Amirudin did not discount the 
state government’s interest to 
receive income from online busi-
nesses in the future but said it is 
a matter that requires proper dis-
cussion.

“There is no issue yet for the 
tax but in future, we definitely 
have to discuss with relevant or-
ganisations to make sure that the 
state can also get some income 
from there. It is a long discussion 
that needs to be done properly.” 

‘Too early to tax online 
businesses’  

SHAH ALAM - The Selangor government 
has targeted over 25,000 small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMEs) to take part 
in the Selangor e-Bazar Chinese New Year 
(CNY) campaign this year via the Lazada and 
Shopee online shopping platforms.

State executive councillor for industry 
and commerce Dato’ Teng Chang Khim said 
the campaign will be held from Feb 1 until 
March 7.

“The campaign targets the participation 
of 25,000 SMEs as well as micro-businesses, 
including 12,500 new e-merchants which 
are expected to come onboard both plat-
forms during the CNY e-bazaar campaign.

“Similar to previous rounds of the Selan-
gor e-Bazar campaign, it is to assist SMEs 
and micro-businesses in Selangor to em-
brace digitalisation (in order) to survive 
in the challenging business environment 
caused by the Covid-19 pandemic,” said 
Teng during the virtual launch of the cam-
paign on Jan 26.

He said the state government will chan-
nel RM2 million in the form of discount 
vouchers for Shopee and Lazada’s online 
buyers.

“The ones who actually receive the dis-
counts are the buyers. The discount vouch-
ers are provided by the state government 

to be published on the Lazada and Shopee 
platforms.

“So when the buyers make purchases, 
they can claim these vouchers. This is aimed 
at encouraging people to buy online by giv-
ing them online discounts.”

Teng said while it is difficult to estimate 
the amount of revenue for the initiative, he 
hopes that the state’s digitalisation effort 
will bring in better results compared to last 
year.

“Last year, we succeeded in organising 
the Raya e-Bazar which returned with more 
than 26,000 new merchants on both the 
platforms.

New campaign targets 25,000 merchants
When the buyers make 
purchases, they can claim 
these vouchers. This is 
aimed at encouraging 
people to buy online

TENG CHANG KHIM
State executive councillor for industry 
and commerce
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Selangor Journal (SJ): What is 
the main industry in your con-
stituency? 

Lim Yi Wei (LYW): Commerce 
and retail. We have four vibrant 
commercial centres in SS2, Sungai 
Way New Village, Paramount Gar-
den and Sea Park. All of them have 
a wide range of old school mom-
and-pop shops, old-time favourite 
restaurants, hip cafes, fast-food 
joints, electronics and stationery 
shops, among others.

SJ: What would you say is the 
main attraction of Kampung 
Tunku and why?

LYW: Food. The SS2 commercial 
square is easily accessible from 
the Lebuhraya Damansara-Pu-
chong and is known for a range 
of F&B outlets, from coffee shops 
and mamaks to bubble tea and 
durians stalls.  

Paramount Garden is also 
up and coming with an array of 
hip-concept cafes such as Awe-
some Canteen, Hide and Seek as 
well as curated dining space Chip-
ta11A. In fact, in 2020 TimeOut 
named Paramount Garden as one 
of the coolest neighbourhoods in 
the world. It’s a good recognition 
which attests to the vibrancy of 
the area. Also, the commercial ar-
eas definitely generate a tremen-
dous amount of tax revenue for 
the state as well as job opportu-
nities.

SJ: What are some of the con-
cerns raised by your constitu-
ents and how do you address 
them?

LYW: As Kampung Tunku is the 
residence of a community of re-
spectable retirees, safety and ac-
cessibility are important to them. 
Due to the low police-to-popula-
tion ratio, many neighbourhoods 
have engaged in “gated and 
guarded” security schemes via 
their respective residents’ associ-
ations (RAs). While that is a com-
mendable effort and demands 
hard work, I believe the responsi-
bility still falls largely on Polis Di-
Raja Malaysia. In that sense, my 
office has worked to build bridges 
between the RAs, Rukun Tetangga 
and the police so that residents 
feel comfortable reaching out to 
our law enforcers should there be 
a need. 

Another aspect to safety is in-
frastructure maintenance involv-
ing roads, the drainage system, 
lighting and playground equip-
ment. The three councillors in our 
area always ensure that the pub-

By SHERILYN PANG

KAMPUNG Tunku is 
a constituency sur-
rounded by Sea Park, 
Taman Universiti 

and Icon City in Petaling Jaya, 
with 48,601 voters. For old-
time residents, it is known as 
SS1, one of the oldest neigh-
bourhoods in town. It was 
there on March 2, 1966, that 
a housing cooperative for civ-
il servants was established, 
and named Kampung Tunku 
Abdul Rahman. As such, the 
area is home to many retired 
government workers, for-
mer military personnel and 
illustrious personalities (such 
as the late National Laure-
ate Usman Awang). Lim Yi 
Wei has served as Kampung 
Tunku’s representative to the 
State Legislative Assembly 
since 2018.

local pride and revital-
ise Kampung Tunku. This 
meant seeking out long-

time residents, finding 
out what makes 
Kampung Tunku 
special, and build-
ing that sense of 
community via pro-

grammes and initia-
tives. 

We started highlighting 
local businesses, talents 
and history through pro-

grammes including our open 
houses. We also decided to build 
on the fact that Kampung Tunku 
SS1 was launched by none oth-
er than our Bapa Kemerdekaan, 
and therefore we wanted to mod-
el Kampung Tunku as a place of 
national unity and for helping 
each other regardless of our back-
grounds. We organised an inter-
faith ‘buka puasa’ in 2019. 

For our Sungai Way New Vil-
lage’s 70th anniversary in 2019, 
the village committee, Councillor 
Ong Yew Thai and my office chart-
ed an all-year calendar of pro-
grammes to commemorate Sun-
gai Way’s history. We also worked 
on dengue prevention, cleanliness 
and recycling initiatives which led 
to a cleaner environment.

We also have a hashtag 
#StraightOuttaKgTunku, which we 
print on T-shirts and face masks. 
The heartwarming idea received 
good feedback from former resi-
dents, even from those who have 
migrated overseas, who treasure 
the memories of their childhood 
here.

SJ: What are some of your prob-
lem-solving methods?

LYW: I always try to approach a 
problem from the end-user point. 
For example, if we have a mobile 
application or even a Google Form 
for the public to use, what would 
the user’s experience be? Would 
the user find the app confusing, 
tedious or user-friendly? 

I always study the systems and 
processes and ask myself how we 
can improve them. I can’t sit still, 
but I think it keeps my team on 
their toes and motivates us to keep 
innovating for the wellbeing of the 
people and the constituency.

N35 
KAMPUNG
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lic infrastructures are well main-
tained and that Kampung Tunku 
remains a safe place to live, work 
and travel through. Whenever 
the city council faces budget con-
straints, we step in to help. For 
example, an exercise group in Ta-
man Aman requested for a better 
stage for their instructor as the 
one they had was already rusty. 
Another exercise group in SS2 in-
formed us about the uneven sur-
face of a badminton court. Both 
projects were properly funded us-
ing the constituency’s allocation.

When it comes to accessibili-
ty concerns, we have successfully 
allocated more Persons with Dis-
abilities parking spaces around 
the Paramount and Sea Park com-
mercial areas with assistance from 
the Petaling Jaya City Council. We 

are also assessing the feasibility 
of ramps at our shops’ ‘kaki lima’ 
so that the elderly and wheel-
chair-bound can move around 
more easily. 

Another concern is definite-
ly water. We have been on the 
ground to distribute water from 
tankers and residents are just hop-
ing that water cuts do not happen 
again. As a backbencher, I will be 
following this issue closely inside 
and outside the Dewan Negeri.

SJ: What are some of your 
achievements so far for your 
constituency? 

Apart from solving local prob-
lems and infrastructure upgrad-
ing, one of the things I set out to 
achieve was to build a sense of 

Reviving the spirit of 
Kampung Tunku 

FROM TOP

Lim delivers a motorised 
wheelchair to a resident of 
Kampung Baru Sungai Way

A shopkeeper in Sungai Way 
gets a visit from Lim, who 
came to distribute calen-
dars at the start of the year
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By SHERILYN PANG

VERY year, Chinese 
New Year is celebrated 
with much fanfare by 
the Malaysian Chinese 
community. 

Amid the Covid-19 pandemic 
and restricted movements, Selan-
gor Journal asks a few friends of 
different faiths what they will be 
missing this year, and what they 
yearn most about the festival.

Housewife Aaida Zahra Gan Ai 
May or Alice, 36, and her manag-
er husband, Ahmed Natasha, 38, 
are disappointed that the cele-
bration of the Lunar New Year will 
not be the same as before.

“We were anticipating the ar-
rival of Chinese New Year. Unfor-
tunately, we have to do it differ-
ently this year,” Alice said.

Being a Muslim since 2013 
has not diminished her excite-
ment for the celebration, as her 
family has kept the main cus-
toms alive.

“The celebration begins on 
the eve of the new year where 
my mother would prepare a 
big feast for the whole family. 
She would make her signature 
dish, the Prosperity Yam Basket, 
among other must-have dishes 
such as steamed fish, stirfry leek, 
and ‘ngoh hiang’ fried meat rolls. 
They are halal, too,” she said. 

Every year, Alice and her fam-
ily would travel from the Klang 
Valley to her father’s hometown 
in Muar, Johor.

“On the first day of Chinese 
New Year, it is a Hokkien tradi-
tion to have ‘mee suah’, which is 
a symbol of longevity, for break-
fast — a tradition my mother 
faithfully follows which I, too, will 
inherit.

“We have included another 
tradition in recent years — the 
BBQ party my husband started. 

E
Old customs, new normsOld customs, new norms

1. Alice (left), Ahmed (standing behind her) and their five year-old 
daughter Safura enjoy the Chinese New Year (CNY) festivities with 

the bigger family at their home in Muar, Johor last year

2. Lee (back row, fifth from left) and her colleagues are all smiles 
during a CNY 2020 dinner party in the Klang Valley

3. Suvicha catches up with his relatives at his aunt’s house 
in Kedah during CNY 2017
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As the BBQ expert in the family, 
Ahmed is in charge of marinating 
the meat and firing up the pit for 
cooking before everyone digs in.

“Typically, Chinese New Year 
songs will be playing in the back-
ground and everyone is happy,” 
she reminisced.

“My relationship with my fam-
ily remains as close and strong 
as ever and we all look forward 
to Chinese New Year just as we 
would for Hari Raya.

“This year, although there will 
be some adjustments to adapt to 
the new norm, as long as every-
one stays connected, it will be a 
blessed and meaningful celebra-
tion,” she said.

Meanwhile, 33-year-old staff 
nurse Evelyn Lee from Pontian, 
Johor, expects Chinese New Year 
2021 to be uneventful due to the 
ban on interstate travel. 

“I hope we will at least be al-
lowed to visit our close friends 
and family in the same state. Oth-

erwise, it will be a really boring 
year,” she said.

Lee said she mainly celebrates 
Christmas but maintains the Chi-
nese New Year celebration due to 
its significance.

“Although I am Christian by 
faith, Chinese New Year is import-
ant for a Chinese. The only thing 
we don’t do is to offer prayers to 
our ancestors,” she explained, 
adding that to observe the festi-
val without the family will be a dif-
ficult experience.

Yet, Lee said she is thank-
ful that her parents are in good 
health and will be with her sib-
lings in the Klang Valley.

Kedah-born Malaysian Sia-
mese Suvicha, an avid Buddhist, 
said his family celebrates two im-
portant holidays —  Chinese New 
Year and Songkran — for which 
most Siamese would take long 
periods of leave to return to their 
hometown. 

“I usually return to my home-

town in Kampung Tasek, Perak, 
and visit my aunt since they do 
most of the celebrations there,” 
said the 33-year-old senior engi-
neer.

“It’s that time of the year to 
catch up and ‘kena’ interrogate if 
you are not married like me, and 
‘kutip angpow’ if you are little.

He said the family has a simple 
dinner and morning prayers to 
start the new year.

“Plus, all the offerings to the 
’tokong’ and fireworks. The whole 
village will be loud with firecrack-
ers even though it’s mostly Sia-
mese villagers.”

According to Suvicha, the Ma-
laysian Siamese community is un-
known to most people and are of-
ten confused with the Thais that 
originate from Thailand.

“The Siamese are Thais who 
are yet to attain their indepen-
dence. It is a long story.

“Even orang Asli are more well 
known than us! So the best dis-

tinction is the word Siamese it-
self,” he said.

“Our Chinese New Year tra-
dition is quite weird since most 
years, we ask the Indian family 
adownstairs at my auntie’s house 
to cook up some curry chicken or 
lamb and call everyone to join us. 

“We’d have homemade ‘lor-
bak’, sweet and sour deep-fried 
fish and veggies. Some years we 
just do steamboat and barbecue 
to change the pace.”

Big parties and fancy clothes 
are part of the community’s prac-
tices.

“We wear red and look our 
best to respect the day. We use 
the same joss sticks as the Chi-
nese do — small ones for prayers 
at the altar, big ones outside the 
house which will only burn down 
after a few days.

“I really wish this pandemic 
would end soon and hope the 
vaccination process will quickly 
take place,” he said.
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By ZAREEF MUZAMMIL

KUALA LANGAT - The Selangor 
government is studying the 
need to restructure traditional 
villages in the districts in the 
state that have a high popula-
tion density.

State executive councillor 
for rural development and tra-
ditional villages Borhan Aman 

Shah said the move to establish 
‘a village within a village’ is to 
ease the administrative work-
load of the Village Community 
Management Councils (MPKK).

Borhan explained that the 
concept would also make it eas-
ier for residents to conduct lo-
cal activities.

“Recently, we had a dia-
logue session on the matter in 

a few districts, so I would like 
to identify the number of res-
idents in the villages involved. 
Should there be a need, we will 
create another village within a 
village.

“However, it has to be pre-
sented at the Selangor State 
Executive Council for review 
before the Land and District 
Office can survey further,” he 

said when met by reporters 
after completing a food distri-
bution programme at the Seri 
Jugra MPKK Community Hall on 
Jan 2.

Elaborating further, the Tan-
jung Sepat state assemblyman 
said that often, MPKK chair-
men from villages with high 
residential density face diffi-
culties in their administrative 

work. 
He also voiced his concerns 

about the inability for state 
programmes to reach targeted 
communities following the ex-
pansion of villages.

“We do not want the villages 
to be faced with a lack of infra-
structure or facilities and, as a 
result, have to share communi-
ty halls,” he added.

Exco mulls restructure of 
populous villages 

SHAH ALAM - The Kuala Selangor 
District Council (MDKS) has the 
potential to change its status to 
a municipal council this year, said 
state executive councillor for local 
government Ng Sze Han.

However, he said the local au-
thority (PBT) must focus on im-
proving its services to the peo-
ple.

“Since last year, MDKS has 
been waiting to change its sta-
tus to a municipality. I am confi-
dent that this year, it is possible 
for MDKS to change its status 
from district council to municipal 
council.

“But it needs to be reminded 
to not just pursue the status. In-
stead, their quality of services 
must be improved so that their 
aim can be achieved,” Ng told Se-
langorKini.

Ng said this following an an-
nouncement by the MDKS pres-
ident that the PBT is expected to 
get municipal council status this 
year.

Ng said the matter is in the 
final phase of gazetting and is 
being reviewed by the Housing 
and Local Government Ministry 
(KPKT).

In August last year, Selangor 

Menteri Besar Dato' Seri Amiru-
din Shari said that KPKT is yet to 
give the green light for the sta-
tus change as it was still review-
ing several criteria including the 
district’s population, income and 
revenue.

Selangor currently has three 
city councils which are Shah 
Alam, Petaling Jaya and Subang 
Jaya.

It has six municipalities — 
Selayang, Ampang Jaya, Klang, 
Kajang, Kuala Langat and Se-
pang — and three district coun-
cils with Kuala Selangor being 
among them.

Quality of services comes first

KUALA LUMPUR - Pengurusan 
Air Selangor Sdn Bhd (Air Se-
langor) has increased its cap-
ital expenditure allocation for 
its non-revenue water (NRW) 
reduction programmes this 
year to RM293 million from 
RM255 million in 2020.

Of the amount, RM170 mil-
lion will be used to replace all 
old pipes and RM16 million to 
replace old and damaged me-
ters, said its chief executive of-
ficer, Suhaimi Kamaralzaman. 

In a statement on Jan 25, he 
said Air Selangor has success-
fully brought down the NRW 
rate to 28.6 per cent last year 
versus 29.7 per cent in 2019.

He said this achievement ex-
ceeded the target rate of 29.2 
per cent set by the National 

Water Services Commission 
(SPAN), despite the implemen-
tation of the movement con-
trol order to curb the Covid-19 
pandemic.

In line with its success in 
reducing the NRW rate since 
2019, Air Selangor is deter-
mined to continue to reduce 
the NRW rate to 25 per cent in 
2025 and then to 15 per cent 
by 2049.

Last year, Suhaimi said Air 
Selangor had implemented 
various initiatives to reduce 
the NRW rate, including the in-
troduction of the Leakage Spe-
cialist team, the Active Leakage 
Control Programme, the Dis-
trict Meter Zone Establishment 
and the Old Pipe Replacement 
Programme. - Bernama

Plans to further reduce 
non-revenue water

SHAH ALAM - The use of the ‘Scan to Ride’ system 
through the Citizen E-Payment Platform (CEPat) 
will be expanded to all local authorities in Selangor.

State executive councillor for public transpor-
tation Ng Sze Han said as of now, the local au-
thorities that have started using the system are 
the Shah Alam City Council (MBSA) and the Kajang 
Municipal Council (MPKj).

“We will implement this throughout the state’s 
local councils in stages within the next three 
years,” Ng told SelangorKini.

He said the public, especially users of the Smart 
Selangor bus, are encouraged to download the 
CEPat mobile application via Playstore and App-
Store.

This is because the users would not be able to 
ride the bus if they do not scan the QR code begin-
ning January next year (2022).

The ‘Scan to Ride’ system enables users to pay 
for bus fares via card or by scanning the QR code. 
The effort is in line with the state government’s 
aim to propel Selangor towards becoming a cash-
less society as well as a Smart State by 2025.

All Smart busses to go cashless next year
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By AFIX REDZUAN

SHAH ALAM - Menteri Besar Se-
langor Incorporated (MBI) has 
launched the MBI Integrity and 
Governance (MBI IG) system to 
strengthen its internal control 
system as well as to improve 
governance and ethical work 
practices among its employees 
and subsidiaries.

Its chief executive officer 
Norita Mohd Sidek said the sys-
tem would provide a clear pic-
ture to MBI’s strategic partners 
and stakeholders on its work 
ethic and culture of corporate 
governance.

“It is my hope that the large 
MBI family and its subsidiaries 
could come together to commit 
and shoulder the responsibility 
for the implementation of MBI 
IG.

“Any pledges on the imple-
mentation of this integrity and 
governance is a show of our dec-
laration on strengthening cor-
porate governance that is trans-
parent and of high integrity," she 
said during the MBI IG virtual 
launch ceremony on Jan 11.

The event was officiated by 
Selangor Menteri Besar Dato’ 
Seri Amirudin Shari.

Norita said that the system 

contains important documents 
such as informant policy, con-
flict of interest policy, integrity 
pact, acceptance and gift-giving 
policy, code of ethics and con-
duct as well as anti-corruption 
policy.

She said the corporate body 
had previously set up the MBI 
Integrity and Governance De-
partment, which allows the de-
partment to report directly to 
the independent committee 
at the board of director level, 
namely the Audit, Risk Manage-
ment and Integrity Committee 
( Jari) in the event of an offence 
involving governance.

MBI sets up new 
code of ethics SHAH ALAM - All local author-

ities (PBTs) in the state have 
been instructed to monitor 
and check the conditions of 
roads in their respective areas.

State executive councillor 
for local government Ng Sze 
Han said the local councils are 
also urged to take swift action 
on complaints from the public 
on road damages.

“The state government 
views the issue of damaged 
roads seriously. The public is 
welcome to lodge complaints 

to the PBTs.
“Road users are also advised 

to be careful at all times espe-
cially when it rains to avoid any 
untoward incidents,” said Ng 
through a statement on Jan 5.

In October last year, while 
tabling the 2021 Selangor Bud-
get, Selangor Menteri Besar 
Dato’ Seri Amirudin Shari had 
announced RM170 million in 
allocation to the Public Works 
Department (JKR) to expand 
the road network and reduce 
the distance between districts.

Step up road repairs, 
local authorities told

PUCHONG - The street hawkers 
at Jalan Taqwa, here, have been 
urged to accept the suggestion 
to move to the Puchong Permai 
Hawker Square, says Subang 
Jaya mayor Noraini Roslan.

She said the move is in line 
with the vision to make Subang 
Jaya a city that is free from street 
hawkers as practised in many de-
veloped countries.

“We hope the traders will 
wholeheartedly accept the 
change. The (street) stalls are 
mostly disorganised and too 
close to the roads which cause 
congestion.

“The new suggested loca-
tion is able to place 60 traders 
and also offers comfort under 
a roofed structure and is strate-
gically located next to the farm-

er’s market (pasar tani),” she said 
while accompanying Sri Serdang 
state assemblyman Dr Siti Mari-
ah Mahmud during the handing 
out of assistance to the mobile 
traders here on Jan 17.

Dr Siti Mariah had earlier con-
tributed 12 mobile stalls and a 
three-wheel motorcycle, worth 
RM4,800 in total, to the hawkers 
in the Puchong Permai area. The 
items are placed at the hawkers 
square.

On Dec 28, 2020, the Subang 
Jaya City Council (MBSJ) had de-
molished 36 illegal structures 
constructed on the reserves at 
Jalan Taqwa, Persiaran Puchong 
Permai.

MBSJ had said that the traders 
in the area were given time to 
move out of the area since 2019.

Council hopes hawkers happy to relocate 

SHAH ALAM - The Subang Jaya 
City Council (MBSJ) has issued 
850 temporary business per-
mits to assist those affected 
by the Covid-19 pandemic last 
year.

Subang Jaya mayor No-
raini Roslan said the move is 
to assist the low-income (B40) 
groups affected by the out-
break to regenerate their in-
come.

“However, we have empha-
sised to the temporary licence 
holders to comply with the set 
conditions including not dis-
rupting the peace of the sur-
rounding, maintaining health 
and hygiene as well as safety 
at all times.

“We hope that the licence 
holders will benefit from this 

opportunity by operating their 
businesses in compliance with 
the outlined standard oper-
ating procedure (SOP),” No-
raini said after accompanying 
Seri Serdang state assembly-
man Dr Siti Mariah Mahmud 
at the assistance contribution 
ceremony for mobile stalls at 
Dataran Penjaja Puchong Per-
mai on Jan 17.

On Aug 19 last year, the 
state executive councillor for 
local authority Ng Sze Han had 
instructed local authorities to 
issue temporary licences to 
traders that operate at safe 
venues.

Ng said the move assists 
low-income groups to gener-
ate income and stimulate the 
growth of the economy.

MBSJ issues temporary 
permits to traders

SHAH ALAM - The Smart Selan-
gor Parking phone application 
will be the primary method for 
paying parking fees starting 
Jan 1, 2022.

State executive councillor 
for local government Ng Sze 
Han said this method will re-
place the use of parking cou-
pons.

“This method is more effi-
cient and convenient as it re-

duces the use of paper, and is 
more environmentally-friendly 
and easier to monitor as it in-
cludes (parking) records,” he 
told SelangorKini.

He said the number one 
parking application in the 
country has recorded more 
than 1.4 million users since it 
was launched in July 2018.

Ng added that the applica-
tion will be upgraded to enable 

motorists to report the misuse 
of designated parking spaces 
for Persons with Disabilities.

“Members of the public only 
need to snap pictures of the 
offender as evidence and send 
them to the local authorities 
for further action,” he said.

The smart parking applica-
tion is used by 10 local councils 
including the Kuala Lumpur 
City Council (DBKL).

An easier way to pay for parking

The new suggested 
location is able to 
place 60 traders 
and also offers 
comfort under a 
roofed structure 
and is strategically 
located next to the 
farmer’s market

NORAINI ROSLAN
Subang Jaya mayor
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Selangor Journal (SJ): What is 
the main industry in your con-
stituency?

Najwan Halimi (NH): Kota An-
ggerik’s economy comprises gov-
ernment-related businesses as 
the state government’s headquar-
ters is based here in Shah Alam. 
The manufacturing and services 
sectors also drive the economy 
of the area with the manufactur-
ing sector existing way before the 
city of Shah Alam was established. 
Most of them are found in Sec-
tions 7, 15 and 16.

In terms of Kota Anggerik’s 
contribution to the state, Shah 
Alam secured RM1,501,192 in 
total capital investment in 2019 
that led to the creation of over 
3,000 jobs. 

Based on the Shah Alam City 
Council’s projection for 2021, ap-
proximately RM323 million of tax 
revenue and RM166 million of 
non-tax revenue will be gained 
on behalf of the state.

SJ: What is Kota Anggerik’s 
main attraction?  

NH: That would definitely be 
the Sultan Salahuddin Abdul 

Aziz Mosque. 
Also known 
as the Shah 
Alam Blue 
Mosque, it is 
one of the largest 
mosques in Southeast 
Asia. The mosque has the ca-
pacity to accommodate 24,000 
worshippers at any one time. 
Its distinguishing feature is its 
large blue and silver dome. The 
mosque was commissioned by 
the late Sultan Salahuddin Ab-
dul Aziz Shah when he declared 
Shah Alam as the new capital of 
Selangor in the month of Febru-
ary, 1974. It was completed in 
1988 and till today, remains the 
structure that anchors the city of 
Shah Alam.

 
SJ: What are the concerns 
raised by your constituents 
and how do you address them?

NH: Most of them are con-
cerned about the services 
provided by the local council. 
Problems relating to the city’s in-
frastructures, education as well 
as the setting up of small busi-
nesses are often highlighted to 
me. I always address them by 

Lending a hand in times of need
By SHERILYN PANG

Kota Anggerik is a constituency in Shah Alam that cov-
ers Setia Alam, Shah Alam Sections 1-16 and 18, Ban-
dar Baru Klang, Bukit Bandaraya and Bukit Subang. 
Since 2018, Najwan Halimi has been the area’s state 

assemblyman, representing the 
52,282 registered voters there and 
their families. Well known for his 
activism, Najwan has thrown down 
the gauntlet to ensure that their welfare 
is met, especially during these difficult 
months of the pandemic.

engaging with the local authori-
ties and facilitating the solution 
process.

 
SJ: What are your achieve-
ments so far? 

NH: From as far back as 2018, 
I always make sure that there is 
allocation for young people to 
start their own business. Around 
10 to15 per cent of the state gov-
ernment’s allocation for local 
constituencies is used to help 
those whose business license ap-
plication is approved. 

For instance, an individual 
who wishes to start a burger stall 
would receive between RM300 
and RM500 if his/her total capi-
tal is RM3,000. Although the aid 
amount is limited, I hope it helps 
to lighten the burden of these as-
piring business owners.

After about two years of the 
initiative, we have begun to see 
positive results. Some of these 
young entrepreneurs are now 

able to hire workers of their 
own. 

Also, this year, I started an ini-
tiative for 2,000 local residents to 
take the Covid-19 Antigen Rap-
id Test Kit (RTK-Ag) screening at 
just RM50 each to enable them 
to know their health status. It is 
important for them to find out 
whether they have been infect-
ed. We bear part of the cost for 
them.

I also started a food bank for 
the B40 and M40 groups who are 
immensely affected by the move-
ment control order. Basic food 
items like rice and flour continue 
to be handed out.

Other than that, students 
from B40 households have also 
been given laptops so that they 
can carry on with their studies 
online. Not everyone is so priv-
ileged to be able to afford their 
own laptops.

We also supply free drinking 
water to eight schools in Kota 
Anggerik, upgraded their fa-

cilities and fixed the roads in  
the area. 

The only challenge we have is 
community-building. I am work-
ing on encouraging neighbour-
hoods to establish residents’ 
associations so that problems 
within the neighbourhoods can 
be resolved as the residents can 
work together and share infor-
mation with each other.

 
SJ: Describe your problem-solv-
ing method for the people of 
Kota Anggerik

NH: First, I will identify and 
understand the problem. Next, 
I will determine how it can be 
solved step-by-step. If it is with-
in my jurisdiction, I will assist in 
solving the problem immediate-
ly. If it is beyond my jurisdiction 
and falls under the purview of 
others, I will facilitate the pro-
cess, follow up and always keep 
track of the development of the 
matter until it is resolved.

N40 
KOTA ANGGERIK

FROM TOP:

Najwan meets with recipients of the 
Chinese New Year ‘Jom Shopping!’ 
vouchers at the Giant Hypermarket in 
Shah Alam, on Jan 19, 2020

When his constituents approach 
him for help, Najwan makes himself 
available as seen here, inspecting 
some piping issues at the PKNS flat in 
Section 7, Shah Alam

Najwan helps residents affected by a 
water cut to collect clean water at the 
Air Selangor service centre in Section 
4, Shah Alam
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By SHEEDA FATHIL

SUNGAI BULOH - The Selangor 
Xtiv Virtual will continue in 2021 
with a targeted participation of 
300,000 people from across the 
country.

State executive councillor for 

sports Mohd Khairuddin Oth-
man said the decision was made 
following the positive response 
from last year’s event, which re-
corded over 180,000 participants 
when it was launched in May 
2020.

“This year, we want to expand 

the programme to the suburban 
areas and help the youths in gen-
erating income through sports, 
especially during the movement 
control order period (MCO),” said 
Mohd Khairuddin.

The online event includes the 
Selangor Xtiv Virtual e-Sport, the 

Selangor Xtiv Virtual Run, the Se-
langor Martial Art Xtiv, the Selan-
gor Xtiv Fifa Pro Club and the Se-
langor Xtiv Virtual Youth Busking.

Selangor is the only state that 
has succeeded in organising a 
large-scale virtual sports com-
petition and has received recog-

nition from the National Sports 
Council for its ability to bring 
so many people together in the 
name of sport.

Last year’s event attracted 
participants from Singapore, In-
donesia, Brunei, Japan, India and 
the United States.

Xtiv Virtual to be bigger this year

SHAH ALAM - Selangor’s Malay-
sia Games (Sukma) athletes are 
continuing to stay fit during the 
movement control order period 
by doing self-training sessions 
at home.

Selangor State Sports Coun-
cil (MSN) executive director Mo-
hamad Nizam Marjugi said the 
coaches monitor the athletes’ 
training sessions online from 
time to time to ensure their fit-
ness level is maintained.

“Preliminary preparations 
were made and a virtual train-
ing programme has been given 
to the athletes so that they re-
main fit,” Mohamad Nizam Mar-
jugi told SelangorKini.

He said all training centres 
are closed and training pro-
grammes suspended until the 
government gives the green 
light.

Mohamad Nizam said that 
the council views the current 
Covid-19 situation seriously.

“The (Covid-19) cases detect-
ed at the National Sports Coun-
cil are a big concern among 

athletes, coaches and their par-
ents,” he said.

Previously, MSN had planned 
to allow athletes for certain 
sports to begin full-time daily 
training starting Jan 4.

SHAH ALAM - The Selangor State 
Sports Council (MSN) will contin-
ue its monthly key performance 
index (KPI) assessment of its 
coaches in order to achieve its 
targets.

Its executive director Moha-
mad Nizam Marjugi said the as-
sessment exercise will ensure 
that coaches remain committed 
to carrying out their duties and 
responsibilities during the move-
ment control order period.

He said the allowance of 
coaches and athletes is paid ac-
cording to their attendance re-
port as well as the kind of train-
ing they do, which is proposed to 
the MSN on a monthly basis.

“We understand that the ath-
letes are facing uncertainty fol-

lowing the cancellation of the 
Malaysian Games (Sukma) 2020 
and other competitions. Howev-
er, performing athletes will al-
ways work hard to maintain their 
form at all times,” he told Selan-
gorKini on Jan 27.

Mohamad Nizam said MSN 
will be reevaluating some of the 
athletes’ training programmes 
following the deferment of a 
few championships due to the 
high number of daily Covid-19 
cases.

The Johor Sukma and Para 
Sukma 2020, which were sched-
uled to be held from March 6 to 
14, were cancelled following the 
third wave of the pandemic. 

Johor will host the Games in 
2022.

SHAH ALAM - Selangor FC will 
play at the Petaling Jaya City 
Council Stadium (MBPJ) in Kelana 
Jaya for at least three years start-
ing this season.

Its chief executive officer Dr Jo-
han Kamal Hamidon said prepa-
rations are in full swing to make 
the stadium the official Red Gi-
ants’ temporary home venue for 
the Malaysia League (M-League) 
competition while the Shah Alam 
Stadium is being repaired.

“For this season we are con-
firmed to play at the stadium for 
at least two or three years and 
have made preparations for that 
purpose,” Dr Johan said after a 
cheque presentation ceremony 
from donors at the Selangor Foot-
ball Association Training Centre 
on Jan 8.

Previously, Selangor Menteri 
Besar Dato’ Seri Amirudin Shari 
said the cost of repair of the 
Shah Alam Stadium stands at 

SHAH ALAM - Selangor FC has 
forged strategic cooperation 
with the Shah Alam City Council 
(MBSA) in an effort to strength-
en football at the grassroots 
level in the state.

Selangor FC, in a statement, 
said the cooperation between 
the Red Giants and MBSA will 
see the channelling of exper-
tise and the sharing of logistics 
and sports facilities.

“MBSA is one of the entities 
that strongly supports efforts 
to develop football in the state 
through the involvement of 
football teams that compete 
in state-level leagues as well as 
football academies.

“MBSA also pays a lot of at-
tention to the development of 
football at the grassroots level 
and will give a positive impact 
on both parties,” it said.

The strategic cooperation 
between the two parties was 
sealed at a brief ceremony held 
at the FAS Training Center, near 
here, on Jan 8, where MBSA con-
tributed RM500,000 as sponsor-
ship to the Selangor FC for the 
2021 season.

It was witnessed by the Raja 
Muda of Selangor, Tengku Amir 
Shah Sultan Sharafuddin Idris 
Shah, who is Selangor FC chair-
man, and Shah Alam Mayor Da-
tuk Haris Kasim.

Meanwhile, Selangor FC 
chief executive officer Dr Johan 
Kamal Hamidon, in the same 
statement, expressed hope that 
the strategic cooperation with 
MBSA will lead to more contri-
butions from other corporate 
entities and also bring back the 
glory days of the Red Giants. - 
Bernama

Red Giants, MBSA unite 
to uplift football

Selangor FC gets a temporary home

Coaches evaluated 
monthly despite MCO

Sukma athletes keep fit at home

RM250 million.
Replacing its polycarbonate 

roofs and electrical wiring alone 
is RM30 million.

Meanwhile, Dr Johan said Se-
langor FC has decided to intro-
duce to the public only its home 

jersey this January, instead of 
all three kits as was previously  
decided. 

“This year we launch the home 
jersey first followed by the away 
and third in the middle and end 
of February,” he said.

Selangor’s Sukma 
athletes undergoing 

their training routine 
at home during 

the MCO
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