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The forest reserve
diversity conditions of the two pieces of land 
are similar, being peat swamp forests.

Approximately 46 per 
cent of the original forest 
reserve in the Tanjung Dua 
Belas subdistrict will remain 
untouched. 

Selangor’s decision to degazette 536.70 
hectares or 1,326 acres of the Kuala Lan-
gat North Forest Reserve was made with 

due diligence.
The Selangor Forestry Department had clas-

sified the area as a high-risk, fire-prone area 
in 2016 and it suffered several degradation fire 
incidents between 2012 and 2021.

The state had also approved a large area 
of about 581.48 hectares or 1,436 acres in the 
Sungai Panjang subdistrict as replacement 
for the forest reserve. Research carried out by 

a consultancy firm 
found that the bio-

stays
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By ZAREEF MUZAMMIL

SHAH ALAM - The Selangor government 
has launched the Selangor Mental Health 
Programme (Sehat) to address mental 
health issues that have become increas-
ingly worrying since Covid-19 hit the 
country.

Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri Amirudin Shari 
said the programme is integrated into the 
SELangkah app and enables users to as-
sess their own mental health condition.

“After obtaining the results, the users 

will be given free access to various ear-
ly intervention programmes provided 
through Sehat.

“The programme is a holistic initiative 
to increase awareness and literacy on the 
importance of mental healthcare and to 
reduce the stigma related to the issues.

“It also provides a platform for the Se-
langor people to conduct self-assessment 
while offering early intervention initia-
tives,” he said when launching the pro-
gramme on Aug 30.

Amirudin said hearing-impaired users 

will also have access to 30 mental health 
education videos that feature sign lan-
guage interpreters.

“Emotional support is also offered 
through the Sehat forum, which encour-
ages users to share and discuss their 
problems with virtual friends who are also 
facing similar situations.

“Psychosocial support and counselling 
services conducted by 31 certified coun-
sellors via its helpline are also available,” 
said the Menteri Besar.

On Aug 15, state executive councillor 

for public health Dr Siti Mariah Mahmud 
said the state government had allocat-
ed RM500,000 for the Sehat initiative, 
including promotional and awareness 
programmes, module development, 
counsellor training and community em-
powerment.

The initiative is carried out in collabo-
ration with the Islamic International Uni-
versity Malaysia (IIUM), Universiti Tunku 
Abdul Rahman, Universiti Sains Malaysia 
and Mental Illness Awareness and Sup-
port Association (Miasa).

Sehat reaches out in tough times

HULU SELANGOR - The Selangor gov-
ernment has allocated 60,000 doses of 
Covid-19 vaccines for its Selangor Vac-
cination Programme (Selvax) mobile ini-
tiative, which is expected to run from 
mid-September.

Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri Amirudin 
Shari said each of the 56 state constitu-
encies will receive between 500 and 1,000 
doses, depending on the list of recipients 
put together by its state representatives 
and local leaders.

He said the programme will identify 
individuals who have yet to receive their 
shot and living in remote areas such as 
farms and construction sites as well as 
those who are afraid to come forward 

due to incomplete documentation.
“We will work on ensuring that these 

people are also fully vaccinated based on 
the principle that we are all not safe un-
til everyone is safe,” said Amirudin when 
met after a visit to the Selvax Communi-
ty programme in Batang Kali at Dewan 
Dato’ Abdul Hamid, here on Aug 29.

Amirudin said aside from supplying 
the vaccine doses, the state administra-
tion will also provide other necessary 
services like transportation to ensure the 
mobile programme runs smoothly. 

“The programme does not involve 
house-to-house visits but we will look for 
the areas and bring individuals there to 
get vaccinated,” he said.

Selvax mobile gears up with 
60,000 vaccine doses

SHAH ALAM - The Selangor Task Force 
for Covid-19 (STFC) was formed to com-
plement the efforts undertaken by the 
Health Ministry (MOH) and the Selangor 
State Health Department (JKNS) to 
curb the spread of Covid-19 in 
the state.

State executive councillor 
for public health Dr Siti Ma-
riah Mahmud said the task 
force acts as a think tank by 
giving advice and suggest-
ing initiatives that the state 
government could implement.

She said the initiatives include 
the SELangkah system and the standard 
operating procedures (SOPs) Alert Sys-
tem.

“SELangkah is a contact tracing sys-
tem that uses Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
for risk mapping, which is done anony-
mously to help provide preliminary infor-
mation of the areas where the probabil-
ity of Covid-19 transmission is high. The 
information is available to the public so 
they can act accordingly.

“As for the Alert System, it is imple-
mented in various sectors, namely the 
economic sector including businesses 
and night markets, the social sector as 
well as houses of worship.

“The system was designed based on a 

code of colours used to map respective 
localities according to the number of pos-
itive Covid-19 cases detected there,” she 
told the Selangor State Legislative As-

sembly on Aug 24.
Dr Siti Mariah said in 2020, STFC 

had also organised targeted 
Covid-19 mass screenings for 
high-risk groups and red zone 
areas across the state.

“The effort continued this 
year with free community 

screenings held in the 56 state 
constituencies. This initiative man-

aged to trace Covid-19 positive cases, 
especially among asymptomatic carriers.

“The initiative was carried out based 
on the FTTIS (find, test, trace, isolate, 
support) approach as suggested by the 
World Health Organisation,” she said.

The Seri Serdang state representative 
said STFC had also introduced Prevention 
of Outbreak At Ignition Sites (POIS) ear-
ly this year, designed to curb and reduce 
workplace clusters.

Other initiatives carried out by the 
STFC include the setting up of a rapid re-
sponse team through the Selangor Com-
munity Health Volunteers (SUKA).

She said the STFC also plays an essen-
tial role in the Selangor Vaccination Pro-
gramme (Selvax).

STFC complements MOH’s 
work, state assembly told

SHAH ALAM - The Selangor government 
has on Sept 3 begun distributing in stages 
60,000 free self-test kits to the families of 
Covid-19 patients in the state.

State executive councillor for public 
health Dr Siti Mariah Mahmud said 5,000 
kits were handed over to five state rep-
resentatives, namely Bandar Utama, Seri 
Setia, Kota Damansara, Taman Templer 
and Subang Jaya, with each constituency 

receiving 1,000 kits respectively.
“The distribution will help (the families) 

to conduct self-screenings should they 
need to undergo home quarantine.

“Usually, when a patient is quarantined 
at home, sooner or later, the whole house-
hold becomes close contacts, and they are 
not allowed to go out. That is why the kits 
are needed to isolate those who have test-
ed negative from infected persons,” she 

said at a press conference on Sept 3.
Earlier in a statement, Dr Siti Mariah 

said the kits, which will be supplied by 
Selgate (Healthcare) and Selcare, will be 
distributed mainly to low-income families. 
This aligns with the proposal made by the 
Health Ministry (MOH) on Aug 11.

She also reminded those who will re-
ceive the kits to comply with the proce-
dures outlined in the Covid-19 Self-Test Kit 

Management Manual issued by the MOH.
Among the procedures is the need to 

report to MySejahtera the results of one’s 
Covid-19 test, be it positive, negative or 
invalid.

Dr Siti Mariah also said the state hopes 
that the kits will bring added value to the 
intensified efforts of both the Federal 
and Selangor governments in battling 
the virus. 

Free test kits for families of positive patients
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SHAH ALAM - The Covid-19 case 
rate in Selangor has shown a 
downward trend from mid-July 
following its ramped-up vaccina-
tion drive at the end of June.

According to data tabulat-
ed by Media Selangor from the 
Health Ministry (MOH), Selangor 
had on July 11 recorded 4,683 
daily cases, or 51.4 per cent, out 
of the total new 9,105 infections 
recorded. This was the highest 
ratio of daily cases recorded in 
Selangor before the state saw a 
gradual downward trend.

As of Aug 31, despite the 
five-digit daily cases recorded 
nationwide, Selangor had re-
corded 4,371 new infections or 
20.9 per cent out of the total cu-
mulative figure of 20,897 in the 
country.

The state has shown a drop 
in daily cases from mid-July, 
while cases across the country 
continue to rise.

The downward trend regis-
tered in Selangor is in line with 
the increased number of vac-
cine delivery, where 159,000 
vaccine doses were adminis-
tered in the state on July 30 and 
152,000 doses delivered on July 
31 under the National Covid-19 
Immunisation Programme 
(PICK).

Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri 
Amirudin Shari on Aug 1 said 
Selangor’s daily vaccination 
rate had surpassed its July tar-
get of delivering 135,000 doses 
of vaccines a day.

In the latest statistics by the 
Special Committee on Ensuring 

Access to Covid-19 Vaccine Sup-
ply ( JKJAV), 94.1 per cent of the 
adult population in the Klang 
Valley are fully vaccinated.

The Covid-19 Bed Occupancy 
Rate (BOR) in Selangor had also 
begun to drop towards the end 
of August. 

From the end of July until Aug 
17, the average BOR in the state 
recorded between 89 and 88 
per cent. This figure has, how-
ever, shown a gradual dip and 
as of Aug 31, the BOR stands at 
72.8 per cent.

A similar downward trend 
is also reflected in the BOR of 
Covid-19 intensive care units 
where the last recorded 100 per 
cent capacity was on Aug 26 
and 92.3 per cent registered on 
Aug 31.

Good sign as vaccinations 
increase and cases decline

SHAH ALAM - The public investigation process 
into the degazettement of the Kuala Langat North 
Forest Reserve had been ongoing for over a year 
since the proposal was received in November 
2019, and proper procedures were followed, says 
the Selangor Forestry Department. 

It’s director, Datuk Ahmad Fadzil Abd 
Majid, said the proposal to degazette 
the forest reserve had been thor-
oughly reviewed by the Public Inves-
tigation Committee in accordance 
with the Public Inquiry (Selangor) 
Rules 2014.

He said all of the objections re-
ceived were collected and forwarded to 
the Selangor state executive council meet-
ing (MMKN) for further consideration.

“Apart from that, the consideration also in-
cludes a result from a research consultant which 
was appointed by the state government.

“According to UPM Consultancy & Services Sdn 
Bhd, the biodiversity values in the forest reserve 
and the replacement areas are almost similar,” he 
said in a statement on Sept 1.

Ahmad Faizal added that during the 17th 
MMKN, which was confirmed by the 18th MMKN 
in May, only 536.70 hectares from the overall for-
est reserve were approved for degazettement un-
der Section 11 and 12 of Selangor’s National For-
estry Act (Adoption) Enactment 1985.

“MMKN has also decided that an area about 
581.48 hectares has been approved as per-
manent forest reserve replacement involving 
PT4182 in the Sungai Panjang subdistrict in Sa-

bak Bernam (of about 308.62 hectares); Ampang 
Pechah in the Buloh Telor subdistrict in Hulu Se-
langor (of about 208.98 hectares); and Bukit Bro-
ga in the Semenyih subdistrict in Hulu Langat (of 
about 63.88 hectares). 

“The state government still maintains 
approximately 46 per cent of the for-

est reserve in the Tanjung Dua Belas 
subdistrict as a permanent forest re-
serve,” he said.

On Aug 30, the Selangor State 
Legislative Assembly was told that 
581.48 hectares had been approved 

as permanent forest reserve replace-
ment in the state.

The other 536.70 hectares of land will be 
given to a property developer, Gabungan Indah 
Sdn Bhd, for a mixed-commercial development.

Ahmad Fadzil said the state government has 
imposed several conditions on the developer, 
who received ownership of the degazetted areas 
in 2021.

“The conditions include conducting an Envi-
ronmental Impact Assessment, a Social Impact 
Assessment and other conditions such as dedi-
cating 20 per cent of its development as green 
areas as well as the need to translocate flora and 
fauna species.

“The state government has taken every aspect 
into consideration before making the best deci-
sion regarding the degazettement. The decision 
is also in line with the state’s development goal 
towards socio-economic stability and sustainabil-
ity,” he said.

Reserve land came with 
conditions, says forestry dept

Malaysia 
daily cases

Selangor 
daily cases

Selangor daily 
case rate

SELANGOR CASE RATE VS OTHER STATES 
(from June 30 to Aug 31)

Source: Github, Ministry of Health Malaysia

By SITI ROHAIZAH ZAINAL

SEBERANG PERAI - The donation of 
Covid-19 vaccines by the Selangor 
government to Penang is a sign of 
solidarity between the two states 
in their fight against Covid-19.

Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri Amiru-
din Shari said the distribution of 
20,000 doses of vaccine to Penang 
for free will benefit some 10,000 in-
dividuals.

“Alhamdulillah (praise be to 
God), after various efforts that 
were carried out by the state 
government and Federal gov-
ernments, we have managed to 
see a decline in the number of 
Covid-19 cases.

“Therefore, during the meeting 
with the Chief Minister, I said that 
if no swift action is taken to boost 
the vaccination process, Penang 
and several other states will see a 
surge in cases, similar to what had 
happened in Selangor.

“We hope the vaccines donated 
to Penang will expedite the immu-
nisation process and bring down 
the number of cases,” he said 
during the vaccine handover cer-
emony at the integrated Covid-19 
vaccination centre (PPV) at the Se-

berang Perai Convention Centre on 
Aug 31.

Amirudin said during the one-
month ramp-up vaccination pro-
cess in Selangor, the bed usage ca-
pacity had reduced to 88 per cent 
from 130 per cent.

“I believe the donation shows 
our solidarity in fighting the virus 
together,” he said.

Meanwhile, in a joint statement, 
Amirudin and Penang Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow thanked all 
parties that have worked to en-
sure that the effort is a success. 
They added that this will further 
strengthen the ties between the 
two states and speed up the herd 
immunity process in Malaysia.

On Aug 30, the Perak govern-
ment had also requested to bor-
row Covid-19 vaccines from Se-
langor.

However, it did not specify the 
number of doses needed.

The Selangor administration had 
on Aug 19 agreed to loan 500,000 
vaccine shots to the Covid-19 Im-
mnunisation Task Force.

Amirudin said the move would 
help several states that are facing 
shortage in vaccine supply such as 
Kedah, Penang and Sabah.

Vaccine sharing an act 
of solidarity: MB
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SHAH ALAM - Malaysia is expected to 
move into the endemic phase of Covid-19 
by the end of October, said Khairy Jama-
luddin on Sept 1.

The newly-minted Health Minister said 
the move is in line with the Federal gov-
ernment’s target to ensure at least 80 per 
cent of the adult population in the country 
is fully vaccinated by then.

However, Khairy said that even though 
the country has managed to control the 
coronavirus, the community needs to ac-
cept “living with the virus”.

“If you look at the cases in Labuan and, 
to a lesser extent, Sarawak, they are al-
ready in an endemic phase. I can say that 
by the end of October, we will reach the 

endemic phase where we start living with 
the virus,” he said at his first press con-
ference on the latest developments on 
Covid-19.

Khairy said although the country will 
be in an endemic phase, the public is ad-
vised to continue adhering to the stan-
dard operating procedures (SOP) to allow 
more sectors to reopen with new norms 
in place.

He said the Federal government will 
announce several measures to simpli-
fy the existing SOP and make it clearer 
and concise for the people to follow. The 
mask-wearing mandate will continue due 
to the emergence of more contagious 
variants.

Meanwhile, on Aug 30, Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob in a Face-
book post said that Klang Valley could 
soon move into Phase Two of the National 
Recovery Plan (NRP) as its Covid-19 vacci-
nation rate has surpassed 80 per cent.

At the time of writing, the vaccination 
rate of the Klang Valley adult population 
stood at 89.5 per cent.

His predecessor, former Prime Minister 
Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin, had on Aug 19 
announced the relaxation of more restric-
tions in the social and economic sectors 
in Phase One states and onwards under 
the NRP beginning Aug 20, with the re-
quirement that people show their digital 
Covid-19 vaccination certificate when they 

enter a certain premises.
Among the ease in restrictions include 

dine-in activity for fully-vaccinated indi-
viduals, non-contact outdoor sports, rec-
reational and leisure activities but only 
within the same district.

Children aged 17 and under are al-
lowed to participate in the said activities.

They must be accompanied by ful-
ly-vaccinated couples and comply strictly 
with the SOPs.

Additional relaxations in the trade and 
distribution sectors, namely those involv-
ing night markets and weekend markets, 
are also given to individuals who have 
been fully vaccinated in Phase One states 
and onwards.

Living with the virus soon the norm

By SHEEDA FATHIL

PETALING JAYA - The Ment-
eri Besar Selangor (Incorpo-
rated), or MBI, has allocated 
RM20,000 to donate sanitary 
pads for its Period Poverty 
Care campaign.

Its Corporate Social Respon-
sibility head Ahmad Azri Zainal 
Nor said MBI introduced the 
maiden programme to assist 
women and girls who cannot 
buy products to manage their 
periods due to financial diffi-
culties.

“Sanitary pads are a neces-
sity that we sometimes over-
look when giving contributions 
such as food baskets, diapers, 
and baby milk.

"InsyaAllah (God willing), we 

may continue with this cam-
paign in the future, and if there 
is a request from any party, we 
will increase the allocation," he 
told SelangorKini.

He said almost 3,000 packs 
of sanitary pads would be dis-
tributed throughout Selangor, 
and on Aug 28, a total of 250 
packs were distributed around 
Kelana Jaya.

“Recipients are selected 
based on information provid-
ed by local council members, 
village heads and non-govern-
mental organisations (NGOs).

“Hopefully, this assistance 
will open up the eyes of NGOs 
or any corporate body to in-
clude sanitary pads as one of 
the items in assisting B40 indi-
viduals,” he said.

MBI hopes to create 
awareness on period 
poverty

SHAH ALAM - The Kuala Selan-
gor District Council (MDKS) has 
been officially upgraded to be-
come the Kuala Selangor Munic-
ipal Council (MPKS) after receiv-
ing the consent of the Sultan of 
Selangor, Sultan Sharafuddin Id-
ris Shah Alhaj on Aug 7.

MPKS president Rahilah Rah-
mat attributed the successful 
status change to the support 
and trust given by many parties 
in the 43 years the place func-
tioned as a district.

“There is no denying that 
throughout the period many 
challenges were encountered, 
but this is considered normal for 
a local council. The most import-
ant thing is to provide services 
that are customer-oriented, in-
vestor-friendly and prioritise the 
local community.

“Therefore, I appreciate the ef-

forts shown by all the employees 
over the years. This upgrade re-
quires the management to make 
changes to meet the current de-
mands and needs of our stake-
holders,” she said at the virtual 
launch event that was officiated 
by Selangor Menteri Besar Dato’ 
Seri Amirudin Shari on Aug 7.

Rahilah said several pro-
grammes that had been planned 
to mark the occasion had to be 
temporarily postponed because 
Kuala Selangor is still under 
Phase One of the National Re-
covery Plan.

“InsyaAllah (God willing), once 
this district achieves herd immu-
nity and some flexibility is given, 
several programmes will be im-
plemented as a sign of appre-
ciation for the support and co-
operation given by the various 
parties,” she said.

At the event, MPKS introduced 
its new logo featuring the munic-
ipality’s most famous landmark, 
the Altingsburg Lighthouse, a 
song entitled Kuala Selangor Mu-
nicipal Council and a corporate 
video.

MDKS was established in 1978 
through a conurbation of five lo-
cal councils, covering Kuala Se-
langor, Tanjong Karang, Batang 
Berjuntai, Ijok and Jeram.

Since its establishment, the local 
authority underwent a series of ex-
pansions of its administrative area, 
covering   119,452.46 hectares ac-
cording to the MDKS Gazette Plan 
1414 dated Feb 25, 2006.

Kuala Selangor has a popu-
lation of around 273,728 peo-
ple and the number is expected 
to increase to 303,444 in 2025 
based on projected growth of 
2.61 per cent per year.

Kuala Selangor now a municipality

SHAH ALAM - The Selangor gov-
ernment’s Hybrid Off River Aug-
mentation Storage (Horas) 600 
project is scheduled to kick 
off in September.

State executive coun-
cillor for infrastructure 
Izham Hashim said the 
appointment of con-
tractors for the raw 
water channelling proj-
ect is currently underway. 
The contractors will under-
take four work packages that 
are scheduled for completion by 
the end of 2022 to mitigate the 
state’s water issues.

“The packages include the 
supply, installation, testing and 

commissioning of the Archi-
medean screw pump system at 

the Horas 600 ponds 
in Kampong Sun-

gai Darah, Bestari 
Jaya, Kuala Se-
langor as well as 
at the water in-
take area of the 
Rantau Panjang 

Water Treatment 
Plant (WTP) in Kua-

la Selangor.
“The process includes 

constructing a river diversion at 
the water intakes of the SSP 1, 2 
and 3 WTP in Bestari Jaya, Kuala 
Selangor and at the Sungai Se-
menyih WTP in Jenderam Hilir,” 

Izham told the Selangor State 
Legislative Assembly on Aug 24.

On Oct 30 last year, Menteri 
Besar Dato’ Seri Amirudin Shari 
had announced a RM200 million 
allocation in the 2021 Selangor 
Budget to resolve the state’s raw 
water pollution issues. 

Apart from the Horas 600 proj-
ect, other measures include a pi-
lot project to biologically treat 
and restore the quality of Sun-
gai Gong’s water, increasing wa-
ter quality telemetry systems at 
high-risk water intake areas for 
early detection of pollutants and 
24-hour surveillance and moni-
toring of sensitive water source 
areas via Skuad Pantas.

Horas 600 project kicks off
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SHAH ALAM - The Selangor legislative assembly 
has on Aug 30 passed a motion to enable future 
assembly sittings to be conducted in an online or 
hybrid format.

The motion tabled by Bandar Baru Klang state 
assemblyman Dato’ Teng Chang Khim was to 
enable assembly sittings to be held online or in 
hybrid form at the request of the Menteri Besar 
during times of difficulty and necessity.

“(The motion enables) state assembly commit-
tee meetings to be held in an entirely online or 
hybrid format after the Speaker receives confir-
mation from the Menteri Besar that Selangor is in 
an Emergency, facing a pandemic or an extraor-
dinary emergency where physical attendance is 
discouraged,” Teng explained.

Meanwhile, Selangor assembly speaker Ng 
Suee Lim said the amendment, under Standing 
Orders 21 and 69 (4), for the Selangor assembly 
to be conducted in an online or hybrid format, 
should extraordinary circumstances occur, was 
approved by the state legislative assembly on 
Aug 30.

“Today it is passed, so the Standing Orders 
Committee, which I chair, along with six other 
members, including opposition assemblymen, 
will convene and meet within a week or two to 
discuss the details which will be tabled in the up-
coming sitting,” he told reporters.

Ng added that the six-day sitting had pro-
gressed smoothly, with all parties cooperating, 
especially in complying with the standard operat-
ing procedure. - Bernama

Motion for hybrid 
style sitting passed 

By ALANG BENDAHARA

SHAH ALAM - The 2022 Selangor Bud-
get is expected to be tabled during the 
Selangor State Legislative Assembly 
sometime late in November or in ear-
ly December, says Dato’ Seri Amirudin 
Shari.

The Menteri Besar said the state 
budget will focus on the development 
and welfare of the people following 
Covid-19.

“We will try to find the perfect 
balance for both,” he told the me-
dia during a virtual press conference 
broadcast live on Media Selangor’s 
Facebook on Aug 19.

Amirudin said the welfare of the 
people has always been a point of 
focus for his administration and has 
now become one of its top priorities 
due to the hardships brought upon by 
Covid-19.

“(Due to the pandemic), there are 
people in the M40 group who have 
fallen to the B40 category. At the same 
time, the B40 group will increase in 
size to become B50 or B60 categories.

“We need to carry out a detailed 
analysis on this. We will continue to 
strengthen and enhance the welfare 
of the people in the state,” he said.

Amirudin also said the state gov-
ernment will reveal its plan to jump-
start economic activities for the finan-
cial sector, focusing on several aspects 
like employment issues.

“We will focus on areas that would 
create new jobs and move up the eco-
nomic chain and exit faster from the 
current economic restraint.” 

He said the state’s economy was se-
verely hit during the first and second 
rounds of the movement control order 
and other restrictions imposed by the 
Federal government.

MB: Budget to target economic, 
welfare issues

SHAH ALAM - The Selan-
gor government has spent 
more than a quarter of the 
RM2.2 billion allocation pro-
vided under the 2021 Selan-
gor Budget for welfare pro-
grammes, says Dato’ Seri 
Amirudin Shari.

The Menteri Besar said this is to 
ensure that no one is left behind in 
getting assistance from the state ad-
ministration. 

Some of the aid was also chan-
nelled in the form of business em-
powerment programmes.

“Since 2008, we have introduced 
various welfare programmes. Start-
ing from seven programmes, we 
have now expanded to 33.

“Previous programmes include 

free water for Selangor residents, 
while some of the new programmes 
are the Roda Darul Ehsan Initiative 
(RiDE) and the Selangor Education-
al Support Centre for Special Needs 
Children (Anis Centre),” he told the 
Selangor State Legislative Assembly 
on Aug 27 when replying to a ques-
tion from Hulu Kelang state assem-
blyman Saari Sungib on the type and 
amount of assistance channelled by 
the state government this year.

Elaborating on business empow-
erment initiatives, Amirudin said 

the state administration had 
spent some RM80 million 
through the Kita Selangor 2.0 
Package in the form of loans 
to 50,000 borrowers to ex-
pand their business.

“Through the RiDE initia-
tive, we helped youths and gave 
them support in getting a motor-
cycle license as well as work in the 
e-hailing sector.

“The Kita Selangor 2.0 Package 
also focused on the importance of 
getting jobs for the people. Hence 
we organised related programmes 
such as Selangor Freelance, Se-
langor Rakan Digital and Selangor 
Kerjaya because we expected many 
people to have lost their jobs due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic,” he said.

Over a quarter of RM2b spent on welfare

SHAH ALAM - A total of 191 domestic 
violence cases were reported in Selan-
gor from January to May this year, says 
Dr Siti Mariah Mahmud.

The state executive councillor for 
women empowerment and family said 
that based on the cases referred for 
counselling, Petaling saw the highest 
figure with 69 cases.

She said this is followed by Hulu 

Langat with 38 cases, Gombak (28), 
Klang (16), Sepang (15), Kuala Langat 
(14), Kuala Selangor (6), Hulu Selangor 
(3) and Sabak Bernam (2).

“The jurisdiction under the Selangor 
Islamic Religious Department (Jais) is 
not the same as that of the police and 
the Social Services Department (JKM) 
when it comes to handling domestic 
abuse cases.

“Jais only has the authority in terms 
of marriages and the rights of spous-
es and children,” she told the Selangor 
State Legislative Assembly on Aug 26.

Dr Siti Mariah had answered on be-
half of state executive councillor for 
Islamic religious affairs Mohd Zawa-
wi Ahmad Mughni on the increase of 
abuse and mental health cases in the 
state.

Petaling district highest in abuse cases
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By NASUHA BADRUL HUZAINI

SHAH ALAM - Kumpulan Perangsang Se-
langor Berhad (KPS) recorded a 46 per 
cent year-on-year growth in revenue to 
RM323.8 million for the quarter ended 
June 20, 2021.

The higher revenue is backed by higher 
sales from the manufacturing business, 
with more demands recorded through 
the quarter as global economies and 
businesses recovered from performance 
decline.

The company’s manufacturing busi-
ness comprising Toyoplas, Century Bond 
Bhd, CPI Penang Sdn Bhd, King Koil Manu-
facturing West LLC and King Koil Sales Inc 
recorded 55.5 per cent revenue growth 
to RM276.6 million compared to RM177.9 
million in the corresponding quarter last 
year.

Operating Profit leapt to RM15.9 mil-
lion from a loss position and Profit Attrib-
utable to the Owners of the Parent turned 
around to RM1.6 million from a RM11.4 
million loss in the corresponding quarter 
last year.

With improvement in sales, higher oth-
er income, and lower finance costs, KPS 
posted Profit before Tax and Zakat of 
RM9.7 million, turning around from the 
RM8.6 million loss it registered in the pri-
or-year quarter.

KPS managing director and group exec-
utive officer Ahmad Fariz Hassan said the 
positive secular trend in demand across 
the key end markets regionally and glob-
ally fanned the tailwind that helped them 
stabilise sales across most manufacturing 
businesses within the group.

“However, for our manufacturing (sec-
tor), supply chain challenges persisted. 

The shortage of Integrated Circuit (IC) 
chips has thwarted the flow of orders from 
our automotive and consumer electronics 
customers; the shortage of global freight 
capacity has fluctuated order volumes of 
our subsidiary companies having regional 
and global presence, and the shortage of 
raw materials such as polyurethane foam 
and resin has pushed input prices.

“All of which have resulted in higher 
Cost of Goods Sold (COGS) and, conse-
quently, lower margins.

“These challenges have shifted our ear-
lier expectations on the pace of the reve-
nue growth and robustness of the profit-
ability for the quarter,” said Ahmad Fariz.

Moving forward, KPS expects to prog-
ress moderately in the second half, mind-
ful of the supply chain challenges, includ-
ing the shortage in IC chips, escalated 
resin and paper prices, and limited freight 

capacity, all of which are expected to per-
sist for the remainder of the year.

“To help it manage this complexity, the 
group plans to recover from the impact of 
input cost escalating. One of such actions 
is to take a more sustainable price-to-
cost position by expanding the cost-pass-
through mechanism to a more extensive 
customer base while supporting demand.

“Guided by long-term business strat-
egy and aspects of enterprise risk man-
agement, we shall continue with the tasks 
of executing our business strategy and 
working towards ensuring resilience to 
safeguard business viability and profit-
ability within the group.

“However, we are equally circumspect 
about the prospect of the business in the 
immediate term, heeding from the cau-
tionary signals in the operating environ-
ment,” he said.

Supply chain issues put damper 
on KPS’ revenue growth

SHAH ALAM - Two projects worth 
RM26 million in investments in the 
medical equipment manufacturing 
sector, involving the production 
of scientific and measuring equip-
ment, were approved in Selangor 
from January to March.

Selangor Investment, Indus-
try and Trade, Small and Medium 
Industries Committee chairman 
Dato’ Teng Chang Khim said of the 
amount, RM14 million was from lo-
cal investors while foreign investors 
pumped in the remaining RM12 
million.

Teng said the state government 
via Invest Selangor will organise 
the Selangor International Expo 
(SIE Medic 2021), which is one of 

the components of the Selangor 
International Business Summit 
2021 that will be held from Nov 18-
21 at the Kuala Lumpur Conven-
tion Centre.

“SIE Medic will gather industry 
players from the medical equip-
ment and diagnostic sector, and the 
healthcare; pharmacy; and hospital 
sectors to promote and display the 
latest health products and services.

“Simultaneously with the exhibi-
tion, we will also have the Selangor 
International Medical Conference 
which has three themes, namely 
vaccination, elderly care and digital 
health,” he said after the Selangor 
state assembly sitting here on Aug 
27. – Bernama

Medical equipment 
plants bring in RM26m

SHAH ALAM - The Selangor International 
Business Summit 2021 (SIBS 2021), which was 
set to kick off in October, has been resched-
uled to Nov 18 to 21 due to Malaysia's current 
Covid-19 situation, said Invest Selangor Ber-
had in a statement on Aug 16.

The state government agency said the an-
nual event will be held in hybrid mode. There 
will be ongoing live events at the Kuala Lumpur 
Convention Centre, Kuala Lumpur, and people 
will also get a chance to participate virtually via 
the www.selangorbusinesshub.my portal.

The event, themed ‘Restore Tomorrow, To-
day’, was initially scheduled for Oct 7 to 10. It 
expected to garner 840 exhibitors and attract 
15,000 visitors from 24 countries.

“It is hoped that with the vaccination push 
under ‘Operation Surge Capacity’ and the state 
government’s Selvax (Selangor Vaccination 
Programme) initiative, the pandemic situa-
tion will have improved by November and will 
give trade visitors and participants more confi-
dence to visit the exhibitions and conduct busi-
ness through SIBS 2021.

“Of course, the event will be held in strict 
compliance with the safety guidelines provid-
ed by the Health Ministry (MOH).

“November will be another busy month for 
Invest Selangor as we are set to host two sig-
nificant trade-related events. We look forward 
to meeting all trade visitors and participants,” 
Invest Selangor said in the statement.

This year’s summit will showcase six event 
components: the Selangor International Expo 
(F&B); the Selangor Asean Business Confer-

ence (SABC); the Selangor Smart City and Dig-
ital Economy Convention (SDEC); the Selan-
gor R&D and Innovation Expo (SRIE); and two 
new ones — the Selangor International Expo 
(Medic) and the Selangor Industrial Park Expo 
(Spark).

Aside from these, several business confer-
ences and networking activities will also be 
held, including the Malaysia China Entrepre-
neurs Conference, the Selangor International 
Culinary Festival, and the Selangor Internation-
al Healthcare Conference.

“The decision to hold SIBS 2021 as a hybrid 
event is to enable businesses to build connec-
tions with stakeholders worldwide despite 
travel restrictions due to the pandemic,” the 
statement read.

“Participants can access a rich selection of 
on-demand content, do digital networking 
through an interactive user chat interface, 
meet virtually with potential partners through 
its B2B business-matching feature, and so 
much more,” it added.

To register for the virtual event, visit www.
selangorbusinesshub.my. 

More information is available at www.selan-
gorsummit.com or visit Invest Selangor’s so-
cial media platforms on Facebook, Instagram, 
LinkedIn and Twitter.

New dates for business summit 
amid Covid-19 concerns
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SHAH ALAM - Selangor recorded 
a total investment of more than 
RM22.45 billion with 411 man-
ufacturing projects approved 
from January 2020 till present, 
the Selangor state legislative as-
sembly was told.

State executive councillor 
for investment, industry and 
commerce and small and me-
dium enterprises (SMEs) Dato’ 
Teng Chang Khim said of the 
amount, RM10.43 billion were 
from domestic investments and 
RM12.02 billion from foreign in-
vestments.

RM22b in investments recorded

SHAH ALAM - Selangor has re-
corded an excellent achievement 
by exceeding the RM12 billion in-
vestment target in 2020, says Sul-
tan Sharafuddin Idris Shah Alhaj.

The Sultan of Selangor said 
despite the Covid-19 pandemic, 
19,950 jobs were created from 
the manufacturing projects in the 
state.

“The Petaling district record-
ed the highest investment value 
compared to other districts, with 
a record of more than RM5.934 
billion. This is followed by the 

Kuala Langat district (with over 
RM5.785 billion) and Klang (with 
over RM3.477 billion). The total 
investment value in 2020 exceed-
ed the RM12 billion target.

“As for this year, the invest-
ment target remains at RM12 
billion based on the expectation 
of reduced investment activities 
due to the Covid-19 outbreak and 
the country’s ongoing econom-
ic recovery process,” His Royal 
Highness said when opening the 
Fourth Meeting of the 14th Selan-
gor State Legislative Assembly on 

Aug 23.
The Selangor Ruler said the 

achievement is attributable to 
the state government’s policies 
that facilitate the business envi-
ronment and the complete and 
modern infrastructure provided 
by the state.

“I am grateful that Selangor 
remains the choice for local and 
foreign investors. In 2020, a total 
of 324 manufacturing projects 
were approved by the Malaysia 
Investment Development Au-
thority (MIDA) in Selangor with a 

total investment of RM18.43 bil-
lion.

“Out of the total, some 
RM6.95 billion or 37.7 per cent 
were from local investments and 
the remaining RM11.48 billion or 
62.3 per cent were from foreign 
investments. The top investors 
are from Japan, followed by the 
Netherlands and China,” he said 
during the ceremony.

Even though Selangor is still 
being chosen as the top invest-
ment destination, Sultan Shara-
fuddin said the enforcement of 

the movement control order has 
undeniably affected the people’s 
source of income and jobs.

“This situation has led to an 
increased unemployment rate 
in the country. In 2020, the un-
employment rate had risen to 
4.9 per cent compared to 3.2 per 
cent in 2019.

“After a slight growth record-
ed early this year, the unemploy-
ment rate has increased again to 
4.8 per cent after some 40,600 
workers lost their jobs in June,” 
the Sultan added.

Selangor exceeds RM12b target despite odds

SHAH ALAM - While most economic 
sectors in the state registered negative 
numbers due to the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, the services sector has continued to 
show positive growth results.

Selangor Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri 
Amirudin Shari said restrictions en-
forced by the Federal government to 
curb the pandemic during the move-
ment control order (MCO) have badly 
affected most economic sectors in the 
state.

“The economic sectors which are 
badly affected are industrial and manu-
facturing, construction and agriculture.

“However, the services sector such as 
e-hailing showed positive impact from 
the MCO implementation,” he told the 
Selangor State Legislative Assembly on 
Aug 24.

Amirudin, who is also Sungai Tua 
state assemblyman, attributed this to 
the increasing importance of delivery 
services stemming from the call for  
Malaysians to stay home during the 

pandemic.
“Services such as forwarding and 

supply (of goods) have now become 
a solution to how we live and how we 
move the economy in these challenging 
economic times,” he said in response to 
a question from Sungai Burong state 
assemblyman Datuk Mohd Shamsudin 
Lias on the impact Covid-19 has on the 
state economy.

Amirudin said the pandemic has also 
affected the collection of the state’s rev-
enue this year.

“As of Aug 20 this year, Selangor has 
successfully collected RM1.53 billion or 
69.57 per cent of our targeted revenue 
of RM2.2 billion for 2021.

“Yet last year, by October and Novem-
ber, the state had managed to collect 
100 per cent because in the first three 
months before the MCO was enforced, 
we had collected 50 per cent out of the 
targeted RM2.2 billion of revenue.”  

Amirudin, however, said the state 
has implemented measures to ensure 

Services sector paves way out of economic slump

that the collection of revenue is not in-
terrupted.

“We have implemented ‘smart box’ 
and ‘drop box’ at the District and Land 

Offices, as well as actively promoted digi-
talisation to reduce the (negative) impact 
on the state’s revenue and economic ac-
tivities,” he said.

“A total of 27,491 potential job 
opportunities have been created 
(based on investments during 
the period),” he said at the state 
sitting here on Aug 30.

He was responding to a 
question from Hulu Bernam 
state assemblyman Datuk Ros-
ni Sohar on the value of invest-
ments coming into Selangor 
from January 2020 until now, 
according to the category and 
type of investment, as well as 
the state government’s efforts 
to retain investor confidence in 
the state.

Teng said the state govern-
ment, through Invest Selangor 
as the investment promotion 
agency, has always carried out 
various programmes in its ef-
forts to ensure that Selangor re-
mains relevant and trusted.

He said the state government 
has implemented programmes 
through various channels such 
as webinars, conferences and ex-
hibitions virtually while physical 
programmes were implemented 
in accordance with standard op-
erating procedures.

“Among the efforts carried 

out to ensure that the invest-
ment sector continues to grow in 
Selangor include strategic plan-
ning with the implementation of 
action plans such as the Selan-
gor Aerospace Action Plan and 
the preparation of the Selangor 
Biotechnology Action Plan.

“The state government 
through the standing commit-
tee has implemented 121 pro-
grammes to encourage new in-
vestment activities and increase 
existing investments for the pe-
riod of January to July 2021,” he 
said. – BernamaDato’ Teng Chang Khim
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By ALANG BENDAHARA

There are many challenges faced 
by Malaysians who leave their 
home states to find work or seek 
a better life in the Klang Valley, 

but none so challenging as for the peo-
ple of Borneo who have to fly across land 

and sea, leaving behind the comforts 
of their mother tongue, traditions 
and delicacies.

Persatuan Anak Borneo Se-
menanjung (ABS) deputy chair-
man Gangging @ Ling Sang-
gau said the highest number of 

migrants from Borneo reside in 
the Klang Valley, with an estimat-

ed 150,000 working in factories, the 
armed forces, the police force and as 
other types of government servants. 

She added that most Borneans come 
to the Klang Valley to work, yet there are 
clusters of students in higher learning 
institutions and others who have settled 
down here after getting married to the 
locals. 

Distance complicates
matters 

According to Ling, the main chal-
lenge migrant Borneans face  is unem-
ployment, often leading to financial dif-

ficulties and struggles in getting their 
basic needs.

She said it was a discussion on pre-
cisely this problem between herself 
and her four friends that led to the 
creation of ABS in June 2019. ABS is a 
non-governmental organisation with 
a 2,000-strong membership that helps 
Borneans in the Klang Valley, Negeri 
Sembilan, Johor, Pahang, Melaka and a 
few other states. 

“When Borneo people in Semenan-
jung fall ill or die, they have no one here. 
This is where our association comes in,” 
she said. 

Ling said it is costly to transport bod-
ies from the peninsula back to Borneo, 
and also costly for the sick to go back 
home or for their families to come and 
visit.

“So ABS acts as a platform to collect 
funds to help them, since we are a reg-
istered NGO and trusted, we use the 
Facebook platform to raise the money 
needed.” 

Also due to the distance, Ling said 
it is difficult to relay information from 
the Sabah and Sarawak governments 
to their people here, which is why ABS 
acts as a channel to give out informa-
tion from agencies and departments 
that are vital for the welfare and well-
being of the Borneans here.

Satisfying the longing
Few things are harder to bear than 

the longing for a taste of home when 
one is a thousand kilometres away, 
which is why Pasar Borneo Seri Kem-
bangan was set up in April 2016, in Se-
langor. 

Its president, Nelson Entap Anak En-
gin, said the idea of setting up a market 
with 100 per cent of Borneo products 
and run only by traders of Borneo de-
scent was initially a hard sell when he 
and a few others introduced it.  

“We wanted it to be a market selling 
only authentic Borneo foods, drinks, 
fruits, vegetables, handicrafts and 
many others. Also, we only wanted Bor-
neo people as its traders or those who 
are married to Borneo people,” he said. 

For a few years, they applied for a 
permit with local authorities all over the 

Klang Valley but to no avail, until in 2016, 
Dr. Ong Kian Ming, who was the Serdang 
MP at that time, helped them get a ‘pasar 
malam’ or night market site in Seri Kem-
bangan. 

From just 20 traders, the morning 
market which opens every Saturday 
from 7am to 11am, expanded to 60 
traders, catering to hundreds of visitors 
that surged to 800 people during public 
holidays and festive seasons. 

Among the exotic Borneo foods that 
can be found at the market are kek lapis 
Sarawak, mi kolok, ikan pansuh, kuih bong-
kol, celorot, kompia, terung asam, sayur 
midin and exotic fruits like dabai, Borneo 
durian, bambagan/mawangan, tarap 
and many more. 

Nelson has requested for all the trad-
ers at the market to only sell halal prod-
ucts, out of respect for the local com-
munity. 

Bent but not broken
Covid-19 was unexpected and dev-

astating, and not only took human 
lives but livelihoods as well. 

Nelson recalled when the market had 
to close. 

“Most of our traders are part-timers 
who lost their side income overnight. 
There are also full-time traders who are 
forced to sell their products on Face-
book using the cash-on-delivery meth-
od as they are not well versed on selling 
on the e-commerce platform.

“Luckily we were fortunate to get fi-
nancial support from the state govern-
ments of Sabah and Sarawak, which we 
channelled to the affected traders,” he 
said. 

He added that due to the market’s 
popularity, its members were in the 
process of opening a second one in 

Bangi. Originally scheduled to open in 
October this year, the plan has been 
shelved until the next phase of the Na-
tional Recovery Plan comes into effect.

Ling, too, echoed similar sentiments 
about ABS and how the NGO has been 
indispensable in helping to keep many 
lives afloat and in offering support. 
From providing food and financial as-
sistance to managing the dead bodies 
of Covid-19 victims, such displays of 
kinship amongst migrant Borneans are 
what keeps them going. 

Restrictions and
cancellations 

During pre-pandemic times, Ling said 
ABS had organised many activities for 
the Borneo community, all of which have 
since been downsized or altered to be 
held virtually. 

“For the Hari Malaysia celebration 
this Sept 16, ABS plans to hold it on-
line, as we have done so with our virtu-
al Ratu ABS beauty queen competition. 
But luckily we managed to hold an en-
trepreneur course in Shah Alam and a 
briefing with the National Unity Minis-
try physically this year,” she said. 

As for Nelson, he said  the 100-strong 
Seri Kembangan market’s association 

members had to cancel all four of their 
major events this year. 

The events are the start of Hari Ga-
wai and Kaamatan, the closing of Hari 
Gawai and Kaamatan, Hari Malaysia as 
well as Christmas and New Year. 

Hopes for the future

Looking ahead beyond the pan-
demic, Nelson envisions having 
a permanent site for the Borneo 
community to gather and socialise 
among themselves as well as with the 
locals.

 “We want to have a place to showcase 
everything about Borneo — foods, music, 
culture, handicraft, fruits, delicacies ... ev-
erything. It will be a tourist attraction.

 “Also we want the place to host a 
yearly gathering of people from Sabah 
or Sarawak similar to the Lan Berambeh 
for the people from Sarawak. 

“So we hope in the spirit of Malaysian 
unity or ‘perpaduan’ this dream of ours 
will become a reality as we continue to 
find states willing to give us the land or 
place to do this,” he said. 

As for Ling, her wishes are simply for 
the pandemic to end soon so that ABS 
can continue with its many planned pro-
grammes.

IT is estimated that there are currently over 150,000 people from Sabah and Sarawak living and working 
in the Klang Valley. Separated by more than a thousand kilometres from their place of birth across the 
South China Sea, these people have learned to call the most densely populated part of the peninsula their 
second home. SELANGOR JOURNAL speaks to Persatuan Anak Borneo Semenanjung and Pasar Borneo 
Seri Kembangan representatives to find out the many challenges facing Sabahans and Sarawakians here, 
especially during the Covid-19 pandemic and how they will be celebrating Malaysia Day on Sept 16.

When Borneo 
people in 
Semenanjung 
fall ill or die, they 
have no one here. 
This is where our 
association  
comes in

Gangging @  
Ling Sanggau
ABS deputy chairman

We want to have a 
place to showcase 
everything about 
Borneo - foods, 
music, culture, 
handicraft ... 
everything. It will be 
a tourist attraction

Nelson Entap Engin
Pasar Borneo Seri 
Kembangan president

A new place to call home



Selangor Journal l SEPTEMBER 2021FOCUS10

THE Selangor government 
has decided to postpone 
its plans to degazette the 
Kuala Langat North Forest 

Reserve until all issues concerning 
the decision have been clarified.

The Selangor Forestry Depart-
ment (JPNS) has also on Sept 1 is-
sued a statement to clarify several 
matters and explained that 46 per 
cent of the forest reserve will re-
main intact. 

The following are some of the 
points highlighted by the depart-
ment:
l The department received the 

proposal from Kuala Langat 
Land and District Office to de-
gazette the Kuala Langat North 
Forest Reserve on Nov 14, 2019. 

l Under Section 11 of the Selan-
gor National Forestry Act (Adop-
tion) (Amendment) Enactment 
1985, the state government can 
degazette permanent forest re-
serves should the area be need-
ed for economic development. 

l A public inquiry must be carried 
out as a condition before any 
permanent forest reserve de-
gazettement can be approved.

l According to Section 12 of the 
Selangor National Forestry Act 
(Adoption) (Amendment) Enact-
ment 1985, the replacement of 

the degazzette permanent 
forest reserve must be 
made with almost sim-
ilar areas or better, in 
terms of size and ecol-
ogy.

l The proposal to de-
gazette the forest re-
serve was thoroughly 
reviewed by the Public 
Investigation Commit-
tee in accordance with 
the Public Inquiry (Selan-
gor) Rules 2014.

l The public investigation pro-
cess on the degazettement 
went on for over a year after 
the proposal was received in 
November 2019. All the objec-
tions received from the investi-
gation process were compiled 
and forwarded to the Selangor 
state executive council meeting 
(MMKN) for further consider-
ation.

l UPM Consultancy & Services 
Sdn Bhd (UPM Consultancy) 
was appointed by the state gov-
ernment to conduct a research 
on the degazettement

l According to UPM Consultan-
cy, the biodiversity level in the 
forest reserve and in the re-
placement areas are almost 
similar. 

l In the 17th MMKN which was 
confirmed by the 18th MMKN 
in May, only 536.70 hectares 
or 1,326.3382 acres from the 
overall areas of the forest 
reserve were approved for 
degazetting under Section 11 
and 12 of Selangor’s National 
Forestry Act (Adoption) Enact-
ment 1985.

l MMKN has also decided that 
an area of about 581.48 hect-
ares or 1,436 acres has been 
approved as permanent for-
est reserve replacement. The 
area covers: 

n PT4182 in the Sungai 
Panjang subdistrict in 

Sabak Bernam (about 
308.62 hectares or 
762.29 acres)
n Ampang Pechah 
in the Buloh Telor 
subdistrict in Hulu 
Selangor (about 
208.98 hectares or 

516.40 acres) and
n Bukit Broga in the 

Semenyih subdistrict in 
Hulu Langat (about 63.88 

hectares or 157.86 acres).
l Approximately 46 per cent 

of the forest reserve in the 
Tanjung Dua Belas subdis-
trict will still be maintained 
as a permanent forest re-
serve.

l The replacement area, con-
sisting of a peat swamp forest 
in the Sungai Panjang subdis-
trict, is the same forest type 
as the Kuala Langat North 
Forest Reserve while Am-
pang Pechah and Bukit Broga 
are hill forests. 

l MMKN has also approved cer-
tain portions of the areas of the 
remaining Busut Baru Orang 
Asli Reserve which span across 
42.1 hectares or 103.9081 
acres.

l The Kuala Langat North For-
est Reserve is a forest that is 
isolated from the main forest 
complex and faces pressure 
from the development of sat-
urated soil around it such as 
the North-South Expressway 
Central Link (Elite Highway), 
Bandar Saujana Putra, Gamuda 
Cove and Orang Asli villages.

l The forest reserve was classi-
fied as a high-risk, fire-prone 
area by the Selangor Forestry 
Department in 2016 and has 
suffered degradation fire in-
cidents in 2012, 2013, 2014, 
2017 and 2021.

l The state government had im-
posed several conditions on 
Gabungan Indah Sdn Bhd, a 
property developer, who re-
ceived approval for the land’s 
transfer in 2021.

l The conditions include conduct-
ing an Environmental Impact 
Assessment, a Social Impact 
Assessment and other condi-
tions such as maintaining 20 
per cent of its development as 
green areas and to translocate 
flora and fauna species.

l Due diligence has been carried 
out by the state government in 
deciding matters related to the 
degazettement.

Preserving a forest
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In response to Section 309 of 
the Penal Code, which states that 
whoever who atempts to commit 
the act of suicide shall be pun-
ished with imprison-
ment or a fine, Dr 
Siti Mariah Mah-
mud said time 
is of the es-
sence to fight 
this archaic 
law.

The state 
administra-
tion has to 
join hands with 
other bodies and 
NGOs and form a 
louder stance against 
it.

The matter, she said, requires 
an urgent and in-depth review by 
the Federal government.

“In my opinion, decriminalis-
ing suicide attempts is one of the 
steps in reducing stigmatisation 
and it will allow people who are 
experiencing troubled thoughts 
to seek proper help,” she said. 

While the Federal law is be-
yond the state government’s ju-
risdiction, Dr Siti Mariah said Se-
langor has remained committed 
to addressing mental health is-
sues.

Breaking the taboo
Last year, the state had allocat-

ed RM1 million under its stimu-
lus package, the Selangor Cares 
Package 2.0, to fund counsel-
ling sessions and consultations 
with mental health specialists for 
those who have been emotional-
ly impacted by Covid-19 and the 

movement control order 
(MCO).

And recently, 
on Aug 30, Se-

langor had 
i n t ro d u c e d 
a n o t h e r 
a w a r e n e s s 
programme, 
the Selangor 

Mental Health 
P r o g r a m m e 

(Sehat), which 
saw a total alloca-

tion of RM500,000 and 
is accessible via the state’s SE-

Langkah app.
“Sehat is a sustainable mental 

health plan which includes sever-
al features such as an awareness 
module, early self-assessment, 
intervention programmes, and 
training for counsellors.

“There will be 31 certified 
counsellors who will be offering 
psychosocial support and coun-
selling services via the ‘Talian Se-
hat’ helpline,” she said.

Dr Siti Mariah added that the 
app is an important tool for the 
state government, not only in 

helping to reach out to the peo-
ple and provide them with some-
thing they can use at home but 
in helping to collect data such as 
user feedback, which will be used 
to plan future programmes.

“This platform will assist the 
state administration in planning 
next year’s programmes and the 
allocation of funds,” she said.

A helpline and a lifeline 

Befrienders Kuala Lumpur (Be-
frienders KL), a 24-hour hotline 
that provides emotional support 
to the public, has reported a con-
sistent upward spike in the num-
ber of calls they received after 
Covid-19 hit the country.

Its executive director Kenny 
Lim said from the three months 
of the first MCO last year till a 
year after, the centre saw an in-
crease of 52 per cent in the num-
ber of calls coming in.

“In fact, 30 to 40 per cent of the 
callers were either having suicid-
al thoughts or have attempted 
to end their lives. The top three 
issues reported to us are mental 
health issues such as depression, 
anxiety and bipolar disorder; re-
lationship issues; and family-re-
lated issues.

“We have been seeing these 
issues in the previous years we 
have been in operation. However, 
we are now hearing more about 

the struggles people have in fac-
ing the pandemic and lockdowns, 
such as the loss of jobs or in-
come, affected businesses, loneli-
ness and isolation, and struggles 
with working from home or on-
line study routines,” he said.

Realising the urgent need to 
provide support, Kenny said Be-
frienders KL focused fully on its 
24-hour phone helpline and email 
service as face-to-face sessions 
have been suspended since Feb-
ruary 2020 due to the pandemic. 

“We also continue with our 
awareness programmes, con-
ducting free webinars on topics 
related to mental health and sui-
cide prevention. We impart basic 
listening skills in the hope that 
participants will be more aware 
of what the people around them 
are going through and can pro-
vide basic support when they en-
counter someone in distress,” he 
added.

Awareness on the internet 

Social media plays an import-
ant role in creating awareness 
and educating the public on men-
tal health.

Kenny said the platform allows 
the delivery of information to so-
cial media users and that the cen-
tre utilises the medium to reach 
out to the public, especially the 
youth group.

“More people are opening up 
about their mental health strug-
gles on social media and this 
helps with awareness too, as 
talking about the issues is one 
way of reducing stigma.

“Nowadays, we can see active 
participation from government 
agencies who provide free coun-
selling services. We welcome the 
effort as there is a dire need to 
support those who are struggling 
emotionally.” 

Citing the recent suicide statis-
tics from the police, Kenny said it 
had struck up a public discourse, 
opening up avenues for discus-
sion and empathy, which is a pos-
itive development for society as a 
whole.

“We hope that this can trans-
late into more action taken. For 
example, there is a need to in-
crease the number of mental 
health professionals (psychia-
trists, clinical psychologists), es-
pecially in public hospitals, to 
reduce the waiting time for pa-
tients to seek professional help,” 
he said.

Meanwhile, Kenny said efforts 
to decriminalise suicide attempts 
have been made since a long 
time ago but with little progress.

Those who attempt suicide are 
not criminals, he stressed, and 
should not be punished for the 
act but instead be sent for treat-
ment and care.

By NASUHA BADRUL HUZAINI

AS the Covid-19 pandem-
ic continues to affect the 
global community both 
socially and economi-

cally, Malaysia is seeing a worry-
ing trend with regards to mental 
health, including a rise in cases of 
suicide.

Based on police data, between 
January and July this year, 468 
suicide cases were recorded na-
tionwide, with 117 of the tragic 
deaths registered in Selangor.

Aside from being regarded 
as taboo, suicide is also a crime 
in Malaysia. Yet, criminalising 
the act places the victim as the 
perpetrator and does nothing 
to address the mental suffering 
that he or she is already going 
through.

Governments, various agen-
cies and NGOs alike have initiat-
ed awareness campaigns to shed 
light on the growing problem.

In conjunction with World 
Suicide Prevention Day on Sept 
10, Selangor Journal speaks 
with state executive councillor 
for public health Dr Siti Mariah 
Mahmud on the Selangor gov-
ernment’s efforts in addressing 
mental health issues and in pre-
venting suicides.
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By ALANG BENDAHARA

MANY analysts have said that 
tourism would be the first eco-
nomic sector to be impacted 
by the Covid-19 crisis, and the 

last to recover, due to travel restrictions and 
the global recession. In this month’s digi-
talisation series, Selangor Journal speaks to 
Tourism Selangor general manager Azrul 
Shah Mohamad on the state agency’s dig-
italisation effort, its activities to celebrate 
this month’s World Tourism Day as well as its 
post-pandemic plans.

Last year, Selangor was the most popular 
state in the country with 19.7 million local 
tourists coming for a visit, based on the 2020 
Domestic Tourism Survey (DTS) conducted 
by the Department of Statistics Malaysia. 

Yet over the last 17 months, the count-
less restrictions imposed upon the state to 
contain the spread of the coronavirus have 
gravely affected its travel sector as almost all 
activities came to a halt. 

“The impact of the pandemic on the tour-
ism industry is severe, especially in Selangor. 
Many tourism operators have been forced to 
cease operation, and many hotels in Selan-
gor had to close down,” said Tourism Selan-
gor general manager Azrul Shah Mohamad.

Now, as the vaccination rate around the 
Klang Valley and the rest of the country be-
gin to inch upwards, tourism authorities, 
travel players and tourists alike are waiting 
with bated breath and counting the days till 
they can start to promote, sell and vacation 
again. 

Digital dabblings 

Never one to be afraid of trying out new 
experiences, Azrul Shah was early to em-
brace the mobile application (app) technolo-
gy when it started to popularise in 2015. 

He said the agency took the initiative to 

support local software developers who in-
troduced the Discover Selangor mobile app. 

“We provided the support and our ex-
pertise to the Discover Selangor app, and 
later to other mobile apps that focused on 
tourism. However the apps were not owned 
or operated by Tourism Selangor,” he ex-
plained. 

The lack of autonomy led to Tourism Se-
langor embarking on its own digitalisation 
initiative, and the Discover Selangor app 
soon lost popularity and got removed from 
Google’s Play Store and Apple’s App Store. 

New beginnings 

Realising that it needed to have its own 
platform to promote state tourism sectors 
and activities, Tourism Selangor then placed 
its focus entirely on a website.

Given the name Selangor. Travel, the site 
exists till today.

“Currently, Selan-
gor.Travel is the main 
digital medium to 
promote Tourism Se-
langor’s initiatives to 
the masses, along-
side Tourism Selan-
gor’s social media platform 
on Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter, LinkedIn, TikTok 
and YouTube.

“Selangor.Travel can 
also be accessed via a 
‘mobile version’, which 
is lighter and more 
gadget-friendly. Users 
may obtain comprehen-
sive information on Se-
langor’s tourism industry at 
their fingertips,” said Azrul Shah. 

The ease of mobile applications and 
their popularity among travellers very quick-
ly made Azrul Shah and his team jump on 

the app bandwagon. On Aug 3, 2021, a part-
nership was formed with Tourplus Technol-
ogy Sdn Bhd (Tourplus) to create a proper 
mobile app for the company — Go Selangor. 

The Go Selangor application, says Azrul 
Shah, acts as an e-commerce platform that 
manages the bookings of Selangor’s travel 
packages and flight tickets, among other 
services. 

It is owned by Tourplus Technology Sdn 
Bhd, and Tourism Selangor only supports it 
in terms of promotions and content devel-
opment. 

Beyond our borders 

Pandemic or no pandemic, Tourism Se-
langor has made plans to celebrate World 
Tourism Day which falls on Sept 27 this year. 

It has chosen the theme ’Tourism for In-
clusive Growth’. 

“We will be celebrating World Tourism 

Day across our social me-
dia platforms this year with 

the sharing and production of 
artworks, a series of articles and 

interactive videos,” said Azrul Shah.
“Tourism Selangor also aspires to col-

laborate with Tourism Malaysia’s offices 

abroad for any webinars, virtual sharing 
sessions, or even content sharing.”  

Azrul Shah also said for the past few 
months, Tourism Selangor has been col-
laborating with Tourism Malaysia Jeddah, 
Tourism Malaysia Medan and Tourism Ma-
laysia Dubai on special webinar sessions. 

“This is to promote Tourism Selangor’s 
promotional campaign for the internation-
al market titled ‘Splendid Selangor, Take Me 
Anywhere!’ which reflects our determina-
tion in penetrating the international travel 
market even when borders remain closed,” 
he said. 

Slowly, but surely  

Azrul Shah expects it will take some time 
for the tourism industry to flourish again 
and for people to regain their confidence in 
physical sightseeing and tours. 

Yet, he remains confident that with the 
positive developments shown by the Na-
tional Covid-19 Immunisation Programme 

(PICK), the tourism industry in Selangor 
will start to rebuild phase by phase.

“With the loosening of the standard 
operating procedures (SOPs) on ful-
ly-vaccinated individuals, malls, re-
tail centres as well as food and bev-
erage (F&B) outlets will be the first to 
rebuild. 

“Once the interdistrict and inter-
state travel bans are lifted and domes-

tic tourism reopens, hotels and tour 
operators in Selangor will get a chance to 

heave a sigh of relief.
“It will definitely take time; slowly but 

surely. I have confidence in Selangor’s ca-
pability to rebuild its tourism industry. 

“We used to be the most-visited state in 
Malaysia in 2019, and with all of the initia-
tives in place to promote Selangor’s tour-
ism, I believe we will emerge stronger and 
better post-Covid-19.”

Waiting in the wings 
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By NASUHA BADRUL HUZAINI

THE recent upgrade of the Kuala Selan-
gor District Council to a municipality 
(MPKS) has given its residents some 
assurance that progress is slowly but 

surely making its way to the area.
In a recent interview with MPKS president 

Rahilah Rahmat, Selangor Journal asked about 
the current happenings in the newly-minted 
municipality and also about the council’s plans 
for the future. 

According to Rahilah, the status upgrade 
will push MPKS towards better urban planning 
and development. It has already made plans to 
achieve the 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG) as outlined by the United Nations.

Alongside these plans for development is 
the council’s intention to review the MDKS 2025 
Local Plan (Replacement) and upgrade it to the 
MPKS 2035 Local Plan.

“For this to happen, the council wants more 
active and effective participation from the resi-
dents,” she said.

 Several plans to upgrade and enhance the 
existing public facilities and infrastructure, es-
pecially at various tourist locations in the dis-
trict, have also been put in place.

More specifically, Dataran Malawati, Pantai 
Remis and Pekan Lama Kuala Selangor have 
been singled out for revival.

“We have also prepared the Bukit Malawa-
ti Kuala Selangor Special Area Plan (RKK) that 
includes project proposals to beautify and up-
grade Bukit Malawati, the Kampung Kuantan 
Fireflies Sanctuary, Taman Alam and the fa-
mous Sky Mirror which attracts both local and 
foreign tourists.

“The idea to implement the projects came 
about during a town hall session with the local 
people. However, the total allocation to execute 
the plan will depend on our financial capabili-
ties,” she said.

Selangor is currently in Phase One of the 
National Recovery Plan. According to a recent 
statement by Menteri Besar Dato’ Amirudin 
Shari, the state could shift to Phase Two soon, 
given that the current vaccination rate had sur-
passed over 50 per cent of the adult population.

Phase Two states are allowed more flexibil-
ity — interdistrict travel is allowed, and so are 
tourism activities. To this, Rahilah said that 
MPKS, through its Tourism Unit, is ready to in-
tensify promotions of local sites.

“Among our plans is to promote nature tour-
ism products through social media while re-
minding tourists to comply with the Covid-19 
prevention regulations.

“MPKS also wants to collaborate with the pri-
vate sector and non-governmental organisa-
tions to carry out Corporate Social Responsibil-
ity activities,” she added.

Adopting the digital agenda 

As one of Selangor’s agencies, MKPS is keen 
to take up the state’s smart challenge and offer 
its services via digital platforms.

“We have started using the iP3KS System 
platform, which gives the residents of Kuala Se-
langor the option of making payments online 
instead of having to physically go to the MPKS 

payment counters.
“People can review and make payments for 

their assessments and compounds, apply for 
and renew their licences, purchase tender doc-
uments and even make reservations for using 
the town hall,” she said.

The council has also taken the initiative to 
install 21 additional closed-circuit televisions 
(CCTVs) at hotspots across the district as early 
as next year.

She said the CCTVs will be placed at signifi-
cant road junctions and areas with a high num-
ber of people.

“The main pur-
pose of the CCTVs is 
to monitor the flow 
of traffic during peak 
hours. The data that 
we obtain will be used 
to analyse the efficien-
cy of our existing traf-
fic lights.

“The locations for 
the CCTVs were decid-
ed on with the help of 
the police, the Road 
Transport Department 
and members of the 
disabled community. 

Initiatives and 
incentives 

As a council that 
cares for the wellbe-
ing of its residents, 
MPKS is paying close 
attention to how the 
pandemic is affecting people’s lives.

“Throughout the periods of the 
movement control order (MCO), 
MPKS had provided 1,500 food bas-
kets to many families who needed 
help, including the residents of the 
high-density housing areas.

“We also provided retail spaces 
to small traders for rent. Every ap-
plication goes through the proper 
process and must first meet the re-
quirements set by the council,” she 
said.

She added that the existing ten-
ants of MPKS-owned premises also 
received several incentives through-
out the MCO periods.

“They include rental relief for 
premises that are not allowed to 
operate, a reduction of 30 per cent 
rental rates for food businesses and 
food processing manufacturers and 
the exemption of late fines to all tenants of 
such premises.

“Apart from that, MPKS has extended help 
to the small traders and small business own-
ers whose income was affected by the MCO.

“For the small traders and hawkers, they 
can receive 40 per cent discounts on their 
rental sites until Dec 31, 2021. 

“Meanwhile, car wash operators and own-
ers of workshops and shops selling car acces-
sories are allowed to pay their parking permits 
by installment.”

Ready for the 
challenge
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Selangor Journal (SJ): What is 
the main industry in your constit-
uency?

Leong Tuck Chee (LTC): Pan-
damaran is well known for its 
light industries, seafood restau-
rants and local delicacies such as 
bak kut teh and cai bao.

SJ: What is the main attraction in 
Pandamaran?

LTC: Undeniably, Pandama-
ran’s famous hawker stalls have 
become one of the main rea-
sons why many people are will-
ing to travel to the constituen-
cy. There are plenty of delicious 
street food available for visitors 
to savour. Apart from that, Pan-
damaran is also quite famous for 
its houses of worship such as the 
Hindu and Buddhist temples.

SJ: What are the concerns raised 
by your constituents and how do 
you address them?

LTC: Among the problems 
faced by the residents of Pan-

Keeping an ear to the ground
By NASUHA BADRUL HUZAINI

Adjacent to Port Klang lies the state constituency of Pan-
damaran — a town that houses over 205,000 people 
and whose historical roots stretch back to the days of 
the Malayan Emergency in the 1950s. Today, it is repre-

sented by Leong Tuck Chee, a Klang-
born who took on the role of state 
assemblyman in 2018. Being rela-
tively new to the job has never once 
been a setback for Leong. Armed with pa-
tience to listen and a passion to serve, he has 
helped to overcome many obstacles for the 
60,000 voters of Pandamaran and their families.

damaran is 
flooding.

For the re-
cord, the last 
flooding incident 
happened on Aug 18 
this year. Flooding tends 
to happen whenever there is 
heavy rainfall and high tide. A 
watergate in the area cannot be 
opened to allow rain water to 
pass through and flow to the sea. 
To overcome this, I have urged 
the Drainage and Irrigation De-
partment (JPS) and the Klang 
Municipal Council (MPK) to up-
grade the flood mitigation sys-
tem and always perform main-
tenance on the monsoon drain. 
As of now, from what I have been 
told, JPS and MPK have agreed to 
build a new monsoon drain and 
MPK has opened the tender for 
the purpose. The work is expect-
ed to start by the end of Septem-
ber or early October.

SJ:  What are your achievements 
so far in your constituency?

LTC: The flood issue is one of 

the most challenging I’ve had to 
deal with. As Pandamaran’s rep-
resentative, I’ve worked hard to 
ensure that many of our flood 
mitigation efforts are working 
as they should be. Among my 
achievements is the upgraded 
watergate which helps to pre-
vent floods during heavy down-
pours. I also helped to upgrade 
the Jalan Papan Morning Mar-
ket’s building structure. Apart 
from these, there is a famous 
bowl landmark in Pandama-
ran which I worked on. In the 
old days, the Chinese commu-
nity used this kind of bowls 
for food, hence the landmark 
symbolises that the people of 
Kampung Baru Pandamaran 

will always have enough food  
and clothing.

SJ: What are some of your prob-
lem-solving methods?

LTC: Ever since I won this seat 
in the last General Election, I 
have made it a must for myself 
to hold monthly meetings with 
the local councillors 
and the relevant 
departments so 
that I can stay 
updated on 
all the is-
sues. This 
also allows 
me to be 
able to give 

feedback to my constituents. I 
also always meet up with mem-
bers of the Residents Associa-
tions and Rukun Tetangga Areas 
to discuss their problems within 
the community. 

I use a casual approach by ‘go-
ing down to the ground’ and will 
spend time at a coffee shop or the 
local market to talk to the people 

without many proto-
cols in place. This 

helps me to see 
things from 

their point of 
view and al-
lows me to 
understand 
their prob-
lems better.

N47 
PANDAMARAN

The state representative 
distributes basic necessities 
including infant milk powder 
and diapers to a constituent 
and (inset) Jalur Gemilang 
flags to vehicles passing 
through Jalan Baban in 
Kampung Baru Pandamaran

(LEFT) Pongal is celebrated 
with much festivity at the 
Pandamaran service centre 
in Klang

Leong hands over provisions to residents of the Pandamaran Flats
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By ZAREEF MUZAMMIL

SHAH ALAM - The Selangor 
Xtiv Virtual introduced last year 
proves that the state govern-
ment is serious about promot-
ing e-sports activities during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

State executive councillor for 
sports Mohd Khairuddin Oth-
man said the tournament that 
offers lucrative prizes had at-
tracted more than 250,000 en-
tries from participants of various 
backgrounds as it does not only 

call for elite or pro-
fessional players.

“The bottom line 
is that when Covid-19 
happened, the state 
government did not 
choose to sit still. 
If the people and 
the government are 
scared, there will be 
no progress.

“That is why we dare to take 
risks, and I immediately instruct-
ed (sports) officers to come up 
with something (sporting events) 

because we know 
that we need to con-
tinue to move for-
ward. If we cannot do 
it physically, then we 
do it online,” he said 
during Media Selan-
gor’s Bual Bicara vir-
tual talk show titled 
‘Selangor’s Efforts to 
Help Youth’ that was 

aired live on Media Selangor’s 
Facebook page and SelangorTV’s 
Youtube channel on Aug 26.

For this year’s edition, Se-

langor Xtiv Virtual offers a total 
prize pool of RM411,680.

The challenges include the Se-
langor Xtiv Virtual E-Sports, the 
Selangor Xtiv Virtual Marathon, 
the Selangor Xtiv Virtual Martial 
Arts, the Selangor Xtiv Virtual 
Youth Busking, the Selangor Xtiv 
Virtual Jump Rope, the Selangor 
Xtiv Virtual Chess and the Selan-
gor Xtiv Virtual Ride.

Last year, the programme re-
ceived an unexpected response 
with 250,631 entries and 18 mil-
lion views on social media plat-

forms.
Meanwhile, following the re-

opening of sports and recre-
ational activities in the state, the 
Paya Jaras state assemblyman 
has reminded the public to prior-
itise health safety.

“Whatever the sports activ-
ities are, safety needs to be a 
priority because we do not want 
Covid-19 cases to rise. 

“Everyone is afraid of the pan-
demic because it is not a small 
issue, especially when it involves 
death,” he said.

SHAH ALAM - The state govern-
ment allocated a total of RM14.5 
million for various activities un-
der the Youth and Sports Pro-
gramme last year.

State executive councillor for 
youth and sports Mohd Khairud-
din Othman said the fund in-
volves RM5.26 million for youth 
development, RM7 million for 
sports development and RM2.24 
million for the refurbishment of 
sports infrastructure.

“The Selangor State Sports 
Council (MSNS) is committed to 
carrying out sports development 
programmes so that we can dis-
cover young athletes who are 
capable of making the state and 
country proud.

“Among the efforts which 
have been introduced include 

the Talent Programme, the 
Coaching Programme and the 
Elite Programme. Some RM4.11 
million have been allocated for 
these programmes,” he said 
when answering a question from 
Permatang state assemblyman 
Rozana Zainal Abidin on the ap-
proved allocation for sports ac-
tivities in 2020 during the Selan-
gor State Legislative Assembly 
on Aug 24.

Mohd Khairuddin said the state 
has also taken proactive measures 
by utilising social media platforms 
to organise e-sports programmes.

“Among the programmes that 
have been organised in 2020 
include the e-Sports FIFA Piala 
Budak Kampung, Selangor Xtiv 
Virtual e-Sport and Selangor Xtiv 
Virtual Run.”

SHAH ALAM - The 20-year-
old Shah Alam Stadium will be 
sporting a new look next year 
after it undergoes a refurbish-
ment project.

Selangor Menteri Besar Dato’ 
Seri Amirudin Shari said the up-
grade is part of a proposal to 
redevelop the stadium’s sur-
rounding areas, initiated by the 
Raja Muda of Selangor, Tengku 
Amir Shah.

According to Amirudin, the 
cost of refurbishment works on 
the stadium, which was opened 
in 1994, is expected at around 
RM350 million based on the 

Public Works Department’s as-
sessment.

“The structure of the stadi-
um began to deteriorate after 
it was affected by a big flood 
in 2006. This caused damage 
to the piling underground. Its 
maintenance was also high, re-
sulting in us losing RM5 million 
and even RM8 million.

“After years of doing small 
repairs, it is time for us to do a 
full upgrade on the stadium,” 
he said on the Tiga Talk online 
programme last night.

The stadium, which can ac-
commodate 80,000 spectators, 

cannot be used at the moment 
due to damages to its roof 
structure.

In the 2021 Selangor Budget 
tabled in October last year, 
Amirudin announced that the 
area surrounding the stadium 
would be rejuvenated into a 
Youth and Sports City at a cost 
of RM8 billion.

He said the project will be 
developed via a Public-Private 
Partnership (PPP) and use the 
Green Urbanism concept, in 
line with the state’s sustaina-
ble environment and smart city 
goals.

SHAH ALAM - The Selangor gov-
ernment plans to introduce 

new training modules to all 
its athletes with the hope of 

producing more sporting 
talent to represent the 
state at the national level.

State Youth, Sports and 
Human Capital Develop-
ment Committee chairman 
Mohd Khairuddin Othman 
said Selangor wants to im-
prove the quality of its sports 
training, particularly at the 
State Sports Council (MSN) 

to nurture and support new 
talent.  

“I think we will start with the 

structure. We will improve the 
sports system in Selangor, we 
will strengthen the State Sports 
Council and work with the Na-
tional Sports Council. It has to 
go together,” he told reporters 
at the Selangor Vaccination Pro-
gramme (Selvax) for Athletes 
and Selangor Sports Industry 
Operators here on Aug 10.

He was to comment on ath-
lete development programmes 
in Selangor and the possibility 
of working with the Terengganu 
Sports Council to boost the sport 
of cycling which is now seen as a 
promising medal prospect at the 
international level.

TOKYO - National powerlifting 
champion Bonnie Bunyau Gus-
tin pulled off an amazing feat 
when he won the first gold med-
al for Malaysia on the fourth 
day of the Tokyo Paralympic 
Games on Aug 28.

What was more impres-
sive was that the Sarawakian, 
who was born in Serian, also 
broke the Paralympics record 
of 227kg set by Rasool Mohsin 
from Iraq in Rio 2016 when he 
lifted 228kg in his third attempt 
on the first day of the sport.

The silver medal was won 
by Egyptian athlete Mahmoud 
Attia while the bronze went to 
Micky Yule of Great Britain.

Bonnie’s success in winning 
the first gold medal for the 
country also marks another 
milestone in Malaysia’s partici-
pation in the prestigious games 
since our debut in the 1972 edi-
tion in Heidelberg, Germany.

E-sports a pandemic breakthrough

Stadium on track for new look RM14.5m for sports 
well spent, says exco

Plans to grow champs

Powerlifting Malaysia to glory
Malaysia’s first medal in the 

Paralympic Games also came 
via powerlifting through P 
Mariappan who won bronze in 
the 1988 edition in Seoul, South 
Korea.

Meanwhile, on Aug 
30, national powerlift-
ing athlete Jong Yee 
Khie bagged a second 

medal for Malaysia, a silver, in 
the men’s 107kg category.

Despite being unsuccessful 
in his first attempt to lift 230kg, 

he bounced back to confirm 
the silver medal in his 

second attempt, 
this time lifting 
237kg. – Ber-
nama
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Individuals who experience serious 
symptoms must immediately go to the 
nearest hospital

Covid-19 self-test kits: 
who needs them?

What are the symptoms? 

- Fever
- Cough
- Tiredness
- Sore throat
- Diarrhoea
- Headache
- Loss of taste or smell

Individuals who are showing common symptoms of Covid-19

Individuals who are close contacts with those who show 
symptoms of Covid-19

Those in the high-risk group who get a positive 
result are urged to go to the nearest Covid-19 
Assessment Centre (CAC) for further evaluation

Close contacts who show no symptoms must 
still undergo self isolation or home quarantine. 
They need not do a screening test

Serious symptoms:

- Difficulty in breathing
- Chest pain

Kementerian Kesihatan Malaysia

CAC PHYSICAL

Those in the Greater Klang Valley who display 
only mild symptoms or none at all are required 
to report to the Virtual CAC


