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By ZAREEF MUZAMMIL

SHAH ALAM - Selangor will use a more holistic ap-
proach to manage its water resources in anticipation 
of the high demand expected during a drought that is 
predicted to occur in 2025.

State executive councillor for infrastructure and 
public amenities Izham Hashim said the state would 
also focus on plans to collect floodwater and excess 
water from dams.

“The Selangor Water Management Authority (Luas) 
has come up with an inventory that has listed all the 
retention ponds and lakes in the state.

“We will utilise all the retention ponds and lakes list-
ed as alternative water sources during the dry spells 
aside from the retention ponds under the existing 
Pond Water Pumping Operation (OPAK),” he said.

He said this when winding up the debate at the Sela- 

ngor State Legislative Assembly here on March 17.
The matter was raised by Sungai Air Tawar state as-

semblyman Datuk Rizam Ismail during a debate ses-
sion on March 16, where he asked the state govern-
ment about its preparations in facing the drought.

Commenting further, Izham said they would also 
check all infrastructure related to water supply, such 
as pipelines and pumping systems, to ensure they can 
operate fully when needed.

He added that Luas and the Mineral and Geoscience 
Department have also identified groundwater sources 
to be tapped during the expected dry spell.

“The state government with Pengurusan Air Selan-
gor Sdn Bhd (Air Selangor) will also intensify the water 
conservation campaign to ensure prudent water use.

“Air Selangor will also ensure that its facilities such 
as water tankers and pump houses are always in a 
state of readiness,” he added.

Selangor plans ahead 
for drought

SHAH ALAM - The Selangor government 
spent RM128 million last year to help sustain 
the income of more than 50,000 workers in 
the state.

Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri Amirudin Shari 
said the funds were given out as loans to 
more than 1,500 companies, including fe- 
deral agencies, government-linked compa-
nies (GLCs), state government companies 
and the private sector.

"For example, more than 3,000 loans were 
given to the manufacturing sector to ensure 
the companies were able to continue their 
operation. Other forms of help were also ex-
tended to various parties,” he said.

The Menteri Besar was speaking at the 
winding-up session on the decree of the 
Sultan of Selangor, Sultan Sharafuddin Idris 
Shah Alhaj, during the State Legislative As-
sembly sitting here on March 18.

Selangor Advance, which uses the Tawar-
ruq arrangement, was introduced in 2020 
with an initial fund of RM100 million to help 
small and medium enterprises (SMEs) face 
the economic effects caused by Covid-19.

In June 2021, the Menteri Besar announced 
an additional fund of RM200 million for Sela- 
ngor Advance to strengthen business com-
petitiveness and rescue struggling companies.

Amirudin said the types of loans offered in-
clude supply chain financing or general con-
tracts, bank guarantees and letters of credit 
guarantee, letters of commitment, letters of 
support, working capital as well as secured 
and guaranteed financing.

State loans kept 1,500 
companies afloat

SHAH ALAM - Several initiatives by the 
state government contributed to a lowering 
in societal issues to 14,725 cases last year, 
compared to 17,244 cases in 2020.

The over 14 per cent reduction is main-
ly due to the counselling services provided 
for free by the Selangor Counselling Centre, 
said state executive councillor for human 
capital development Mohd Khairuddin Oth-
man.

“This service, in cooperation with vo- 
lunteer registered counsellors at the PKNS 
Complex in Shah Alam, is provided as an al-
ternative form of rehabilitation,” he said.

Speaking at the State Legislative Assem-
bly session on March 21, Mohd Khairuddin 
said societal problems caused by unemploy-
ment have also been reduced due to the 
options provided by Selangor’s Career Car-
nivals.

“From 2020, we have also channelled 
RM305,000 in funds to shelter centres for 
the implementation of self-improvement 
programmes and to cover daily necessities,” 
he said.

Counselling services
hold back social ills

SHAH ALAM - Individuals who have purchased scratch-
and-display parking coupons from local councils in Selan-
gor can get them exchanged for digital credit starting from 
March 26.

State executive councillor for local government and 
public transport Ng Sze Han said this is to address the 
public’s concerns following the decision to fully imple-
ment digital parking across the state on April 1.

“The Selangor government acknowledges the people’s 
worry that their unused coupons would be rendered in-
valid due to this migration.

“We can give assurance that the value of the unused 
coupons are safe and transferrable into people’s Smart 
Selangor Parking (SSP) accounts,” he said in a statement 
issued on March 24.

To do the exchange, Ng said individuals are first required 
to download the SSP app from the Google Play Store, Ap-
ple App Store or Huawei Store, and register themselves.

Users then have to bring their paper-based coupons to 
the exchange programmes that will be organised by SSDU 
Innovations Sdn Bhd.

The date, venue and operating hours of these exchange 
programmes are as follows:

■ March 26 to March 28: Dewan Serbaguna MBSJ SS15 
(10am to 5pm)

■ April 2 to April 3: Dewan Sivik MBPJ (10am to 4pm)
■ April 9 to April 10: Dewan Jenjarum MBSA Seksyen 11 

(10am to 4pm)

The councillor said the exchange programmes will ac-
cept all unused paper coupons issued by the different local 
councils in the state.

Those who miss them can have the value of their cou-
pons transferred at Innovative Technologies & Systems 
Sdn Bhd’s (LITS) office at F-4-G, Jalan Multimedia 7/AG, 
i-City, Section 7 Shah Alam.

Meanwhile, Ng said 263 KK Super Mart outlets have 
been appointed as SSP e-coupon agents where they will 
be tasked to help make parking payments on behalf of 
road users who do not have smartphones to download 
the SSP app.

The SSP app was first introduced in 2018 by the state 
government to integrate all parking payments from the 
different municipalities into a centralised location for the 
user’s convenience.

To date, it has 1,963,241 registered users.

Unused parking coupons won’t go to waste
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By NASUHA BADRUL HUZAINI

SHAH ALAM - The state government 
has spent approximately RM450 
million to implement various pro-
grammes that promote digitalisation, 
including producing the Selangor 
People’s Tutoring Programme (PTRS) 
and distributing free SIM cards to stu-
dents, said Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri 
Amirudin Shari.

The amount is part of the RM600 
million allocation for the state’s digi-
talisation agenda for 2020 and 2021.

“The free tutoring programme has 
benefited over 10,000 students while 
the free SIM cards have been distrib-
uted to over 32,000 students from the 
total target of 70,000 recipients.

“The free SIM cards also include a 
year of free data package and recip-
ients can either utilise it for business 

or learning purposes,” he said at a 
press conference after witnessing 
the Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) signing for Selangor Digi-
tal School (SDS) at the Selangor State 
Secretariat Building on March 24.

Amirudin added that the digitalisa-
tion approach has helped to ensure 
that Selangor remains resilient amid 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

“For instance, in 2020, we man-
aged to record a revenue of RM2.34 
billion, surpassing the initial target of 
RM2.2 billion.

“This proves that digitalisation has 
cushioned the pandemic’s impact,” he 
said.

Last year, during the tabling of the 
2022 Selangor Budget, the state gov-
ernment allocated RM316 million to 
pursue its digitalisation agenda for 
this year.

Nearly half a billion spent on 
digital transformation

SHAH ALAM - Students who have grad-
uated from the Selangor Digital School 
(SDS) have a chance to explore many 
types of jobs, including those in the go- 
vernment, in government-linked corpo-
rations, and the private sector.

Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri Amirudin 
Shari said this is due to the increasing 
demands of a technological society.

Everyone, he said, must accept that 
digitalisation has become an important 
part of daily life.

“Digitalisation is the new normal that 
we have to adapt to. We cannot deny 
that people are already comfortable in 
using technology.

“They prefer to take Grab instead of a 
taxi, pay their bills online, and buy their 
food via mobile apps. This is a good 

development, and we have to expand 
it further due to increasing needs and 
demands,” Amirudin said at a press con-
ference following the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) signing ceremony 
of the SDS at the Selangor State Secre-
tariat Building, here on March 24.

The agreement will see Universiti 
Selangor (Unisel) collaborate with The 
Hive Southeast Asia to make SDS the 
centre and platform for an ecosystem of 
highly skilled digital talents.

The MoU was signed by Unisel presi- 
dent and vice-chancellor Professor Da-
tuk Dr Mohammad Redzuan Othman 
while The Hive was represented by its 
managing director Datuk Syed Haizam 
Hishamuddin Putra Jamalullail Syed An-
war Jamalullail.

The Menteri Besar said SDS is a digi-
tal learning platform specifically created 
to help professional workers and gra- 
duates acquire much-needed techno-
logical skills and to fill the gaps in the 
digital job market.

“With the establishment of SDS, 
courses on technological advancements 
that meet the needs of the digital job 
market can be offered at a reasonable 
price with the approval from the Institu-
tion of Higher Learning.

“Hopefully, through SDS, more ta-
lents and skilled workers in the digital 
field can be produced to reduce the job 
market gap in the digital economic sec-
tor,” he said.

Meanwhile, Selangor Information 
Technology and Digital Economy Cor-

poration chief executive officer Yong Kai 
Ping said that the SDS would receive its 
first 200 students this coming August.

He said the number of students for 
each intake would remain 200 for the 
first three years and later be increased 
to 400.

Yong said the digital school offers 
various programmes, including a three-
month course, a diploma, and a bache-
lor’s degree course.

“The study fees range from RM3,500 
to RM35,000, and the National Higher 
Education Fund Corporation (PTPTN) 
fund is also provided.

“Application is open to workers who 
want to sharpen their skills and gradu-
ates who want to venture into the digital 
industry,” he added.

Good prospects await Digital School graduates 

SHAH ALAM - In an effort to curb the 
spread of Covid-19, the Selangor go- 
vernment will promote cashless pay-
ment methods at all of its Ramadan ba-
zaars this year.

State executive councillor for local 
government Ng Sze Han said the local 
councils in Selangor have taken steps to 
implement the initiative for the Muslim 
fasting month, which begins on April 3.

“The local councils have also imple-
mented several other initiatives such as 

promoting bazaar lots to the traders, al-
locating vacant lots to unlicensed trad-
ers, and promoting cashless payment 
methods at the bazaars,” he told the Se-
langor State Legislative Assembly sitting 
here on March 17.

Ng was responding to a question 
from Sementa state assemblyman Dr 
Daroyah Alwi on efforts made by the lo-
cal authorities to help traders affected 
by the Covid-19 pandemic to sell their 
goods at the Ramadan bazaars.

On March 24, Ng said in a statement 
that the local councils have offered 238 
locations involving 11,967 plots in Se-
langor for the Ramadan bazaars.

He also said traders not involved in 
the Ramadan bazaars would still be al-
lowed to conduct their business activi-
ties per the standard operating proce-
dure during the allocated operational 
hours.

Meanwhile, in answering a supple-
mentary question on the used cooking 

oil recycling programme similar to the 
one implemented by the Subang Jaya 
City Council (MBSJ), Ng said 30 Ramadan 
bazaars would be providing the traders 
with containers to store their used oil.

“There are companies and non-go- 
vernmental organisations that have ap-
proached us to offer this service. There-
fore, this year, to start the initiative, we 
will be providing containers to collect 
used cooking oil at 30 Ramadan bazaars 
in the state,” said Ng.

Cashless option at Ramadan bazaars

The Hive Southeast Asia representative Angel Low and Dr Mohammad Redzuan 
hold up their signed copies of the MoU at the Selangor State Secretariat Building in 
Shah Alam, on March 24 while Amirudin (back, second from left) looks on
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By NASUHA BADRUL HUZAINI

SHAH ALAM - To date, the Selangor gov-
ernment has channelled payments totalling 
RM118.1 million under the Bantuan Selangor 
Bangkit (BSB) initiative to 118,110 flood-af-
fected families in the state, said Menteri Besar 
Dato’ Seri Amirudin Shari.

He said the cash aid distribution for the dis-
tricts of Hulu Langat, Sabak Bernam and Hulu 
Selangor has been completed. The process is 
expected to be completed for six other districts 
by the end of April.

“Currently, over 8,000 flood victims have yet 
to receive cash assistance even though their 
applications have been approved. They include 
7,236 applicants in Klang, 530 in Kuala Langat, 
348 in Petaling, 223 in Sepang, 56 in Kuala Se-
langor and two in Gombak.

“There is a slight delay in distributing the 
cash aid as we manually conduct the vetting 
process to avoid overlaps. Out of the total ap-
plications we received, approximately 2,942 
were declined as they failed to meet the crite-
ria, and 300 applications are still being verified.

“Therefore, after March 31 until the end of 
April, we will begin processing appeals from 
the applicants should they feel their applica-

tions were unfairly rejected or due to other rea-
sons,” Amirudin said during the Selangor State 
Legislative Assembly here on March 16.

He was responding to an oral question from 
Port Klang state assemblyman Azmizam Zaman 
Huri regarding the December floods.

In his reply to a supplementary question 
from Sijangkang state assemblyman Datuk Dr 
Ahmad Yunus Hairi on congestion at the distri-
bution centres, the Menteri Besar said it was 
due to the flood victims opting for aid in the 
form of cash rather than via Electronic Fund 
Transfers (EFTs).

“They want to be certain the money is hand-
ed over directly to them. However, we will also 
offer EFT as an option for the remaining 8,000 
victims who have yet to receive their money as 
this could expedite the distribution process.” 

Amirudin added that although 25 people 
had died in the floods, the RM10,000 aid for the 
next-of-kin has only been given to 14 families.

“The other victims were not Malaysian citi-
zens, and the cash assistance is only for Malay-
sians,” he said.

The BSB programme was launched on Dec 
21 last year with a total allocation of RM100 mil-
lion following the floods that affected eight dis-
tricts in the state.

RM118m in flood 
aid disbursed

RM7b needed for better 
drainage, ponds: Exco

SHAH ALAM - The second phase of the post-
flood clean-up operations carried out by KDEB 
Waste Management (KDEBWM) in Selangor is 
80 per cent completed.

Its managing director, Ramli Mohd Tahir, 
said areas that have been fully cleared are 
Subang Jaya, Puchong, Kampung Sri Aman, 
Kampung Tengah, Kampung Sungai Baru, 
Kampung Kenangan and Sri Langkas.

“We expect the second phase clean-up op-
erations to be completed by this month. We 
are working hard to finish it soon for fear that 
it will rain and lead to flooding again.

“The remaining 20 per cent are in Taman Sri 
Muda, Taman Kinrara, Hulu Langat and Klang, 

which involves clearing out the clogged drains 
and ditches,” he told SelangorKini.

KDEBWM, a subsidiary company of the 
state government that fully manages domes-
tic waste collection, has been cleaning up 
flood-affected areas in stages since Dec 20 
last year.

For the first phase, which was completed on 
Jan 7, approximately 78,000 metric tonnes of 
bulk waste was cleared with help from the lo-
cal authorities and other agencies.

The second phase began on Jan 8, with 
KDEBWM workers focusing on clearing out 
and decontaminating clogged drains and 
ditches with the help of microbial technology.

Phase 2 clean-up almost done

SHAH ALAM - The Selangor 
government has designed a 
comprehensive flood mitiga-
tion plan involving a combina-
tion of water retention ponds, 
lakes, dams and drainage sys-
tems that will cost over 
RM7 billion.

State executive 
councillor for 
infrastructure 
Izham Hashim 
said that given 
the consider-
able cost need-
ed, the state ad-
ministration is still 
assessing ways on 
how it can receive the fund-
ing as the plan also involves the 
Federal government.

“We have studied the plan 
from various angles, and hope-
fully, we can achieve it soon to 
tackle the problem of uncertain 
weather conditions relating to 
climate change,” he told the Se-
langor State Legislative Assem-
bly here on March 15.

Izham was answering an 
oral question from Bukit Lanjan 
state assemblyman Elizabeth 
Wong Keat Ping regarding the 
massive floods in December 
last year.

The Pandan Indah state as-
semblyman said the current 
plan is a holistic approach divid-
ed into two categories, namely 
structural and non-structural 
strategies.

“For the structural approach, 
we must have three main com-
ponents — retention ponds, 
drainage systems, and dis-
charge points.

“The first would be monitor-

ing the water level in water re-
tention areas, including dams, 
lakes and ponds. These days, 
rainfall occurs almost every-
where, unlike when we could 
predict it to happen in the up-

stream regions.
“Therefore, we 

have suggested 
reducing the wa-
ter level in the 
retention ponds 
so that they can 
accommodate 
rainfall during 

the monsoon sea-
son. There are tens 

of lakes and rivers that 
we have audited, and this 

approach will help keep water 
levels in check,” he said. 

For the second component, 
the state administration is pro-
posing to build a dedicated wa-
ter tunnel, similar to the exist-
ing SMART tunnel, and the cost 
would be included in the RM7 
billion plan.

“Lastly, let us talk about dis-
charge points, which has be-
come one of the biggest prob-
lems. Where do we discharge all 
this water? The normal practice 
is to discharge it into the sea. 
However, the high-tide phe-
nomenon has forced us to take 
a different approach.” 

Izham said several other 
suggestions to tackle the flood 
issue include developing an un-
derground storage system and 
building a large treatment pond 
in Pulau Indah.

“All of these systems com-
bined would require a lot of 
money. Therefore, we still need 
to review our approach,” he said.
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By NASUHA BADRUL HUZAINI

SHAH ALAM - Sultan of Selangor, 
Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah Al-
haj, has expressed his apprecia-
tion towards the more than 20,000 
staff from various Federal and 
state government agencies in-
volved in the flood operations last 
December.

The Selangor Ruler said quick 
mobilisation of the personnel had 
sped up the rescue efforts and 
post-flood cleaning process.

“The effort had ensured that the 
victims were able to quickly return 
to their normal lives.

“The appreciation also goes to 
the more than 50,000 volunteers 
who had assisted the state gov-
ernment, especially from Team Se-
langor and the Selangor Volunteer 

(SERVE),” said the Sultan in his roy-
al address during the opening of 
the First Meeting of the Fifth Term 
of the 14th Selangor State Legisla-
tive Assembly, here on March 14.

Sultan Sharafuddin said during 
the floods last year, a total of 227 
temporary relief centres were 
activated to accommodate over 
47,000 victims in Selangor.

“Meanwhile, some 3,503 assets 
and logistic needs were deployed 
to the flood-affected areas,” he 
added.

The Sultan said the state gov-
ernment was also proactive in de-
livering assistance during and af-
ter the floods.

“This includes the disbursement 
of RM106 million in cash aid under 
the Bantuan Selangor Bangkit ini-
tiative,” he said.

Sultan thanks relief workers

SHAH ALAM - The state government does 
not intend to dissolve the State Legislative 
Assembly if the 15th General Election (GE15) 
is held anytime soon, said Menteri Besar 
Dato' Seri Amirudin Shari.

“Following talks I had with other Paka-
tan Harapan (PH) Menteris Besar, we unani-
mously feel that it is better and more effec-
tive if this administration completes its full 
term, between April and May next year.

"However, the matter still depends on 
the consent of the Sultan of Selangor, Sul-
tan Sharafuddin Idris Shah Alhaj,” he told re-
porters after launching the Selangor Smart 
Road Asset Management System at Bangu-
nan Sultan Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Shah on 
March 16.

Amirudin, who is also the Selangor PH 
chairman, said more time is needed be-

cause two years of the Covid-19 pandemic 
have caused many of the state government’s 
plans and projects to stall or slow down.

On March 15, Negeri Sembilan Menteri Be-
sar Datuk Seri Aminuddin Harun said the state 
would only dissolve its legislative assembly 
at the end of its term next year and that the 
matter had been discussed during the recent 
Meeting of the Conference of Rulers.

The General Elections in 2018 had result-
ed in Negeri Sembilan, Penang and Selan-
gor being ruled by PH while PAS formed the 
governments in Kelantan, Terengganu and 
Kedah.

Also, on March 15, PAS president Tan Sri 
Abdul Hadi Awang issued a statement say-
ing that the Kedah, Kelantan and Tereng-
ganu legislative assemblies will not be dis-
solved until their terms expire. - Bernama

We’ll finish the term, says MB
SHAH ALAM - The state govern-
ment proposes raising a motion 
to increase the number of state 
seats at the upcoming sitting, 
Menteri Besar Dato' Seri Amiru-
din Shari said.

Amirudin said the matter 
would be implemented as some 
seats in the assembly have over 
75,000 voters, with some reach-
ing even 100,000 voters.

He said the suggestion to add 
seats is to create a balance be-
tween the number of voters in 
urban and rural areas so that 
services provided by elected 
representatives can be conduct-
ed fairly.

“Currently, there are (seats) 
with over 75,000 voters that we 
will focus on and maybe we will 
combine. There are two or three 
seats where voters are over 
100,000. The seat with the most 
voters, 118,000, is Kinrara. Yet to 
add seats, we need to have an 
understanding because it’s not 
easy to do so.

“The things we need to con-
sider are the impact on the state 
assemblymen’s salaries, allow-
ances and pensions. These all 
require consideration because 
realistically, we can do it in a 
period of six months at the ear-
liest,” he told reporters at the 
lobby of the Annexx Hall of the 
Selangor State Secretariat Build-
ing on March 21.

Amirudin said a briefing on 

the suggestion would be held 
between the Election Commis-
sion (EC) and the Selangor state 
assembly on March 30.

“After this, there will be an-
other level (of discussions) at 
the joint committee between 
the EC and the state govern-
ment to view suggestions from 
both parties before presenting 
it at the next state assembly sit-
ting, which requires a two-thirds 
majority support for it to be 
brought to the Dewan Rakyat.” 

Amirudin listed the constitu-
encies that are expected to un-
dergo seat changes as Batang 
Kali, Gombak Setia, Teratai, Se-
menyih, Kajang, Balakong, Sun-
gai Ramal, Seri Serdang, Kin-
rara, Subang Jaya, Seri Setia, 
Bukit Lanjan, Kota Damansara, 
Kota Anggerik, Bandar Baru 
Klang, Pandamaran, Sentosa, 
Sungai Kandis, Kota Kemuning 
and Dengkil.

He said the motion was moot-
ed after he met with the Selan-
gor EC that had informed him 
previously that there are cur-
rently 3.66 million registered 
voters in Selangor.

“In light of the increase in vot-
ers every month with the rate 
of automatic registrations of 
over 89,000 voters, that means 
12 months from now, the to-
tal voters in Selangor will reach 
around 4.6 million,” Amirudin 
said. - Bernama

Proposal for more state seats

SHAH ALAM - The unemployment rate 
in Selangor declined to 2.9 per cent in the 
fourth quarter of 2021, compared to 4.4 per 
cent in the second quarter of the same year.

Citing statistics issued by the Labour 
Department, state executive councillor for 
youth development Mohd Khairuddin Oth-
man said overall, the unemployment rate in 
the state is considered to be under control.

“Selangor is in second place after Putra-
jaya, which has a 1.6 per cent unemploy-
ment rate. However, if we were to compare 
the number of residents to the unemploy-
ment rate, Putrajaya has around 91,000 res-
idents in contrast to Selangor, which has an 
estimated 6.5 million residents.

“Therefore, we regard the 2.9 per cent un-
employment rate to be within reason due to 
a reduction from over four per cent in the 
same year,” he said during the Selangor 
State Legislative Assembly on March 15.

He added that with strong support from 
the Menteri Besar, the state administration 
would organise the Selangor Career Fair on 
a larger scale this year.

“The programme was held in six locations 
which are Shah Alam, Kuala Selangor, Kua-
la Kubu Bharu, Hulu Selangor, Hulu Langat 
and Petaling. It recorded a successful rate of 
27 per cent, whereby 716 job seekers man-
aged to secure jobs from the fair’s partici-
pating companies,” he said.

Unemployment rate drops to under 3 pct
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By SITI ROHAIZAH ZAINAL

HULU SELANGOR - The East Coast Rail Link 
(ECRL) project will contribute to the northern re-
gion of Selangor, specifically Batang Kali, in be-
coming a railway transport and cargo hub.

Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri Amirudin Shari said 
the construction of the ECRL’s northern align-
ment would ease the shipment process of con-
tainers to Port Klang.

“Previously, the route from the northern part 
would have to pass through Kuala Lumpur be-
fore getting to Port Klang. With the ECRL, the 
shipment of goods via the Serendah Bypass 
would be part of the northern alignment.

“I believe that with this route, it would expand 
not only rail transport but also logistics com-
panies and delivery services and in turn form 
Batang Kali as an important hub for the rail in-
dustry,” he said when met during the launch of 
the Ion Belian Garden housing project here on 
March 13.

Amirudin said the state has also received pro-
posals to develop tourism along the route head-
ing towards Genting Highlands, Pahang.

“This is because most of the land in that area 
is owned by companies and individuals who are 
keen to bring tourism there,” he said.

“However, we would need to study their plans, 
especially those that may affect the environ-
ment, before any development project is carried 
out.”

On Dec 2 last year, the Selangor govern-

ment had agreed on the proposed ECRL to pass 
through the state’s northern region.

However, Amirudin expressed hope that the 
project would take into consideration the envi-
ronmental and social impacts, especially on wa-
ter catchment areas near the Batu Dam and on 
the Orang Asli community.

Ion Belian Garden is a township project in 
the Genting Valley that was revived after being 
abandoned 17 years ago.

It is expected to be completed in 2025 by 
property developer NCT Group of Companies 
who was tasked to take over the project.

Its managing director Dato’ Sri Yap Ngan Choy 
said the project on the 42-hectare site carries a 
gross development value of RM570 million.

Its first phase is divided into five precincts in-
volving 1,009 units of two-storey terrace hous-
es, 149 units of single-storey terrace houses and 
nine units of two-storey shop offices.

“We were appointed to save the development 
in the Genting Valley and at the same time have 
helped the 200 buyers by restructuring the hous-
ing project.

“Ion Belian Garden is expected to be the larg-
est development in northern Selangor offering 
the concept of environmental aesthetics and 
equipped with urban concept facilities suitable 
for families and businesses,” he said.

Ion Belian Garden is located near Batang Kali 
and the Rawang Bypass and has the Batang Kali 
KTM station, health facilities, education institu-
tions and convenience stores in its vicinity.

Batang Kali primed 
for transformationSHAH ALAM - A total of RM960 million in potential 

investment value was recorded during the Selangor 
Week at Expo 2020 Dubai held from March 6 to 12.

State executive councillor for trade and investment 
Dato’ Teng Chang Khim said the amount exceeded the 
RM500 million target for potential trade and invest-
ment value that the Federal government set for each 
week’s event at the Malaysia Pavilion.

“Selangor Week at Expo 2020 Dubai has succeeded 
in attracting the interest of businesspeople and interna-
tional investors who took the opportunity to meet with 
delegation members and express their desire to expand 
investment and business in the state,” he told the Selan-
gor State Legislative Assembly here on March 18.

Teng was responding to a query by Permatang state 
assemblyman Rozana Zainal Abidin on behalf of Bukit 
Lanjan state assemblyman Elizabeth Wong, who want-
ed to know about the participation of the state govern-
ment and companies at the expo as well as the invest-
ment value brought home.

Teng said Selangor Week also managed to conduct 
158 business matches, resulting in 92 potential collab-
orations with businesspeople and international inves-
tors keen on setting up in the state.

The sectors of interest include warehousing, man-
agement consulting services, financial consulting 
services, communications and multimedia, trans-
portation, logistics and mobility, education, oil and 
gas, property management, entrepreneurship, hu-
man resources management, agriculture technolo-
gy, telecommunications and health.

“A memorandum of agreement between North-
port (Malaysia) Bhd and Seahawk Lines Shipping LLC 
was also signed, worth RM45 million,” he said.

Teng said Selangor Week also recorded 68,518 vis-
itors to the Malaysia Pavilion, the highest number 
so far.

Selangor exceeds 
target at Dubai Expo

SHAH ALAM - The Selangor government and its stra-
tegic investment arm, Menteri Besar Selangor (Incor-
porated) or MBI, will be exploring the halal industry 
market abroad.

State executive councillor for halal industry Mohd 
Zawawi Ahmad Mughni said the state has the potential 
to develop halal products in Europe and Western Asia.

“I have just returned from the United Kingdom to ex-
plore the European market, and it turns out that there 
is space and opportunity for the halal industry to grow.

“We are looking for industry players who are inter-
ested in joining us in exploring these new prospects, 
including in Western Asia such as Saudi Arabia,” he 
said during a dinner event in conjunction with the Se-
langor International Halal Conference (Selhac), here on 
March 4.

In collaboration with Halal International Selangor 
(HIS), the inaugural programme organised by the Se-
langor government features three components: fo-
rums, expos, and business matching.

The three-day event was held at the Shah Alam Con-
vention Centre and showcased 100 exhibitors from 40 
companies for the six clusters featured — food, pharma-
ceutical, beauty, tourism, fashion and halal ingredients.

State govt, MBI eye halal market abroad
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SHAH ALAM - The state government 
aims to attract nearly two-thirds of the 
country’s aerospace industry players to 
invest in Selangor.

State executive councillor for trade 
and investment Dato’ Teng Chang Khim 
said plans are being made to aggres-
sively attract the relevant industry play-
ers to the state.

“We will continue to spearhead and 
strengthen the aerospace industry in 
Selangor to make it the prime invest-
ment destination for the industry by 
targeting to get 70 per cent of the re-
lated companies to operate here,” he 
told the Selangor State Assembly sit-
ting here on March 15.

These plans include holding more en-
gagement sessions, webinars, and other 
programmes with prospective investors.

“We will also continue to organise 
the Selangor Aviation Show (SAS) and 
promote Subang as the business and 

general aviation activities hub, as well 
as make it as a medium for local small 
and medium enterprises to showcase 
their products and services while look-
ing out for possible ventures with for-
eign companies,” said Teng in response 
to Dusun Tua assemblyman Edry Faizal 
Eddy Yusof’s query on Selangor’s inter-
nal investment.

He added that the 2022 SAS would 
be held from Sept 8 to 9 at the Subang 
Skypark Regional Aviation Centre.

To attract more investments, Teng 
said the state government would con-
tinue to organise trade and investment 
missions, both physically and virtual-
ly, given the continuing threat from 
Covid-19.

He said Selangor would continue to 
promote the electrical, electronic, ma-
chinery and equipment sectors as they 
are considered the most advanced in-
dustries by investors.

“We will also promote two new in-
dustries identified as having the poten-

tial to attract investors, which are Digi-
tal Investment and Transportation and 
Logistics,” Teng said.

He said that the state administration 
would also continue to hold the Selan-
gor International Business Summit, 
which will take place from Oct 6 to 9, 
adding that the event has proven to be 
the best platform to promote the state 
as a global trading hub in the Asean re-
gion.

Looking towards the future, Teng 
highlighted the Selangor Biotechnol-
ogy Action Plan, which will provide a 
comprehensive development strategy 
to spearhead the growth of biotech-
nology in the state and make it the pre-
mier destination for investors in South-
east Asia.

“To execute the planning, the state 
government created a specific divi-
sion called the Selangor Biotechnolo-
gy Coordination Office (SBIOCO) under 
Invest Selangor Sdn Bhd to coordi-
nate the development of biotechnolo-

gy-based projects and create an eco-
system for the industry in Selangor,” he 
said.

Teng added the state government 
has established the Selangor State Rail 
Industry Council to ensure the industry 
is given focus, as it has the potential to 
bring substantial economic impact.

“The council’s role is to increase the 
investment potential of the rail indus-
try and create employment opportu-
nities. It will also draft and plan devel-
opment and promotional programmes 
for the industry.” 

He said Selangor would also contin-
ue engaging with current investors in 
the state through its physical and virtu-
al networking programme to help solve 
issues related to their investments.

“All these continuous engagement 
programmes with investors will create 
harmony in the investment environ-
ment that will encourage new invest-
ment and lead to an expansion or in-
crease in existing investments,” he said.

Bold plan to woo aero giants

SHAH ALAM - State-owned entity Invest 
Selangor Berhad, via its biotechnology co-
ordination division, is looking to work with 
domestic and international vaccine experts, 
particularly those recognised by the World 
Health Organisation (WHO).

State executive councillor for investment, 
trade and industry Dato’ Teng Chang Khim 
said the move would create a working part-
nership with pharmaceutical companies to 
produce effective and safe vaccines locally.

“This will increase the prestige and abili-
ty of Selangor's biotechnology industry, en-
abling it to compete with the international 
market.

“Selangor can realise this as there are 14 
higher education institutions and a few re-
search institutions operating in the state ca-
pable of producing their own vaccines,” he 

said in his wind-up address during the State 
Legislative Assembly on March 17.

Teng added that the National Vaccine De-
velopment Roadmap (PPVN) also has several 
types of vaccines listed for research to de-
termine if they can be manufactured in Ma-
laysia.

“Two of these vaccines are for Covid-19, 
while another is for head and neck cancer 
treatments.

“The research to produce the vaccine for 
Covid-19 will be carried out by the Institute 
for Medical Research Malaysia in Setia Alam, 
using deactivated Covid viruses.

“For the time being, the country does not 
have the facilities to conduct clinical trials 
to determine the efficacy of the cancer vac-
cines. Cancer Research Malaysia will conduct 
these trials in the United Kingdom,” he said.

Local biotech firms mull vaccine production

SHAH ALAM - KDEB Waste Manage-
ment Sdn Bhd (KDEBWM) has signed 
a memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) with Petronas Chemical Group 
Berhad (PCG) for the supply of plastic 
waste and evaluation of potential col-
laboration to build waste segregation 
facilities in Malaysia.

The MoU was signed by KDEBWM 
managing director Ramli Mohd Tahir 
and PCG managing director and chief 

executive officer Ir Mohd Yusri Mo-
hamed Yusof during a virtual ceremo-
ny on March 15.

Under the MoU, KDEBWM will sup-
ply plastics waste that consists of 
polyethylene (PE), polypropylene (PP) 
as well and polyethylene terephthal-
ate (PET) to PCG to produce circular 
products for food, healthcare, house-
hold, and industrial packaging.

Ramli said KDEBWM is always open 

to partnerships or collaborations that 
would contribute to economic and en-
vironmental sustainability.

“We are proud to collaborate with 
a national company such as PCG for 
an initiative that we hope would be a 
significant milestone for the circular 
economy here in Malaysia.

“The MoU also covers a joint feasi-
bility study to evaluate the commer-
cial viability of building waste segre-

gation facilities in Malaysia, which will 
ensure effective plastic waste seg-
regation,” he said in a statement on 
March 16.

Ramli said the signing of the MoU 
was part of KDEBWM’s efforts to ex-
plore solid waste-related business 
opportunities, including the estab-
lishment of high-impact sustainable 
power plants and material recovery 
centres.

KDEBWM, Petronas Chemical sign MoU
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Selangor’s international trade mission has 
recorded success at the Expo 2020 Dubai.

The Selangor Week trade event 
organised by Invest Selangor Berhad 

hosted the Malaysia Pavilion at the expo from 
March 6 to 12.

The trade mission arrived armed with facts that 
not only positioned Selangor as the most advanced 
state in Malaysia but also a trading partner that is 
willing to strengthen its ties and share its ideas with 
the 192 participating countries at the expo.

Themed ‘Smart Selangor: Towards a Productive, 
Liveable and Sustainable Future as a Smart State’, 
the event’s opening was attended by the Raja 
Muda of Selangor, Tengku Amir Shah. 

Introducing Selangor 

State executive councillor for trade and 
investment Dato’ Teng Chang Khim said 16 
companies had participated in the week-long event. 

“Selangor Week promoted the state’s five core 
clusters of industries for investment, namely 
electrical & electronics, life sciences (biotechnology), 
transport and equipment (aerospace), machinery & 
equipment, and food and beverage. 

“In addition, newly-introduced clusters of 
services for tourism, Information, Communication 
and Technology (ICT) & e-commerce, logistics and 
digital investment were also promoted there,” 
Teng told members of the media recently. 

He said among the major pitches thrown at the 
expo was that Selangor is strategically located with 
easy access to two major international airports and 
is Asean’s second-largest container port (Port Klang). 

Visitors to Selangor Week were also told how 
Selangor is well-connected by rail, road and air to 
other economic centres in the country, making the 
state one of the most attractive business hubs to 
connect investors to Asean and the global market. 

Also highlighted was Selangor’s 3.6 million 
workforce who are largely skilled and multilingual. 

The state agencies that participated had 
conducted sharing sessions or business-to-
business (B2B) meetings with visitors and potential 
investors. 

Teng said Tourism Selangor and Sepang 
Goldcoast had promoted sustainable tourism 
growth in a session titled ‘Propelling Sustainable 
Growth in Selangor Through Tourism and Culture’ 
while Permodalan Negeri Selangor Berhad (PNSB), 
Selangor State Development Corporation (PKNS), 
Central Spectrum and Kumpulan Darul Ehsan 
Berhad Waste Management (KDEBWM) discussed 
potential business opportunities in a session 
titled ‘Property Development and Ecosystem 
Opportunities in Selangor and Malaysia’. 

He added that major port players Port Klang 
Authority, Westports Holdings, Northport Malaysia 
and Port Klang Free Zone (PKFZ) also shared their 
logistics capabilities and reasons why the state is 
the preferred logistics hub in a session titled ‘Asia’s 
Preferred Logistics Hub — Selangor, Gateway to 
Asean’.

Additionally, Halal International Selangor 
(HIS) discussed the state’s halal industry and its 
talent management while Tropical Rainforest 
Conservation and Research Centre elaborated on 
forest management in its session titled ‘Forest, 
New Economy’. 

Teng added that Smart Selangor Delivery Unit 
(SSDU) and Cyberview Sdn Bhd had elaborated 
on their shared digitalisation efforts in a session 
titled ‘Towards a Productive, Livable & Sustainable 
Future as a Smart State’ while Selangor 
Information Technology & Digital Economy 
Corporation (Sidec) coordinated pitching sessions 
for five Selangor based start-ups onsite in a 
session titled ‘Selangor Start-up Showcase’. 

He said Invest Selangor, as the coordinator 
of Selangor Week, also shared with potential 
investors at the expo the state’s investment 
initiatives and opportunities, including on digital 
investment.

Exceeding targets 

Teng said a total of RM960,744,000 
(US$230,578,560) in potential investment value 
was recorded at the event, almost doubling the 
RM500 million target for potential trade and 
investment value that was set by the Federal 
government for each week’s event at the 
Malaysian Pavilion.

He added that Selangor Week also conducted 
158 business matches, resulting in 92 potential 

A niche market 

According to the statistical report on tourist 
arrivals from Western-Asia Regions to Selangor, 
in 2019, the state recorded 177,000 tourists from 
the Middle East, which was an increase of 1.2 
per cent from the previous year. But due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic in 2020, it dropped 69.9 per 
cent to only 68,000 tourists arrivals from the 
same countries. 

Anticipating the reopening of global travel soon, 
Tourism Selangor chief executive officer Azrul 
Shah Mohamad took advantage of Selangor Week 
to welcome Middle Eastern tourists, in line with its 
theme ‘Propelling Sustainable Growth in Selangor 
Through Tourism & Culture’.

In his speech at the expo, Azrul told visitors 
and potential investors that Selangor’s strengths 
extend further than just cultural diversity and the 
lush of greens as it is also a hub where creative 
minds combine to produce the next big things 
through animation or creative production.

As such, he said Tourism Selangor is more than 
delighted to collaborate with the Selangor-based 
Animonsta Studio, which proves there are limitless 
creative possibilities.

He said the travel trends by Middle Eastern 
tourists in Selangor are inclined towards eco-
tourism, cultural and spiritual tourism, creative 
and film tourism, and extreme adventure sports 
activities. 

Azrul said his team also promoted some of 
the state’s popular tourist destinations such as 
Sky Mirror, Kuala Selangor, Skytrex Adventure, Sg 
Chongkak, Jungle School Gombak, the Mah Meri 
Cultural Village, the Sijangkang Village Mangrove 
Recreation Park, Sirip Biru Jetty (Sirip Biru 
Recreation Club), and Kuala Kubu Bharu, which is 
the go-to town for tubing, white-water rafting and 
paragliding activities.

He added that they also promoted the Gombak-
Hulu Langat Geopark Project which comprises 20 
geo sites in Gombak and Hulu Langat.

He said Tourism Selangor would also continue 
with the ‘Splendid Selangor, Take Me Anywhere!’ 
campaign on major social sites such as Facebook, 
Instagram and YouTube in the Arabic language, 
as well as using #SplendidSelangor and 
#TakeMeAnywhere hashtags on social media to 
establish a significant branding of Selangor as a 
prominent travel destination in Southeast Asia.

Azrul also welcomed collaboration opportunities 
in organising familiarisation trips to Selangor, 
collaborations in social media campaigns and 
package development, as well as government-to-
government (G2G) partnerships, B2B opportunities 
and networking opportunities with local industry 
players.

collaborations with businesspeople and 
international investors who are keen on setting up 
companies in the state.

Among the sectors of interest included 
warehousing, management consulting services, 
financial consulting services, communications and 
multimedia, transportation, logistics and mobility, 
education, oil and gas, property management, 
entrepreneurship, human resources management, 
agriculture technology, telecommunications and 
health.

“A memorandum of agreement between 
Northport (Malaysia) Bhd and Seahawk Lines 
Shipping LLC was also signed, worth RM45 million,” 
he said.

Teng said Selangor Week also recorded 68,518 
visitors to the Malaysian Pavilion, the highest 
number so far in any weekly event by state, 
ministries or government agencies.

“Selangor Week at Expo 2020 Dubai has succeeded 
in attracting the interest of businesspeople and 
international investors who took the opportunity 
to meet with delegation members and expressed 
their desire to expand investment and business in 
the state,” Teng told the Selangor State Legislative 
Assembly on March 18. 

Selangor Week 
at Expo 2020 
Dubai has 
succeeded 
in attracting 
the interest of 
businesspeople 
and international 
investors  
who took the 
opportunity 
to meet with 
delegation 
members and 
expressed their 
desire to expand 
investment and 
business in the 
state

TENG CHANG KHIM
State executive 
councillor for trade 
and investment
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KNOWN as the most populous 
state in Malaysia with 6.5 million 
residents and the most signifi-
cant contributor to the national 

gross domestic product, Selangor is nat-
urally also the biggest producer of do-
mestic and industrial waste in the coun-
try.

Even so, Local Government, Public 
Transportation and New Village Develop-
ment Committee chairman Ng Sze Han 
said that the Golden State is on the right 
track in meeting the country’s recycling 
target. 

Under the 12th Malaysia Plan (12MP), 
the Federal government has aimed to 
achieve a 40 per cent recycling rate by 
2025. Although the country does not 
have an agency dedicated to collecting 
the data, Ng believes that Selangor is 
close to achieving that figure. 

“Based on feedback from our local 
councils, state-owned companies Kum-
pulan Darul Ehsan Berhad Waste Man-
agement (KDEBWM) and Worldwide 
Holdings Berhad, the state’s recycling 
rate is at around 20 to 30 per cent. We 
are well on our way to achieving the tar-
get,” he told Selangor Journal in a recent 
interview in conjunction with Earth Day, 
celebrated on April 22 and themed ‘In-
vest in Our Planet’ for 2022.

A growing problem 

Selangor generates approximate-
ly 10,000 tonnes of waste daily, includ-
ing 7,000 tonnes of domestic waste and 
3,000 tonnes of industrial and commer-
cial waste.

Ng said that the waste would be trans-
ferred to two types of landfills in the 
state, namely the sanitary landfill and 
the inert waste landfill.

“Three of the state’s biggest sanitary 
landfills are operated by Worldwide 
Holdings in Jeram, Tanjung Dua Belas 
and Panchang Bedena. There is another 
under KUB-Berjaya EnviroParks Sdn Bhd 
in Bukit Tagar. 

“Selangor also has inert waste landfills 
for construction waste located in Kuang, 
Dengkil and Sungai Tua, and also one 
under the care of the Kajang Municipal 
Council (MPKj),” he said. 

Ng also revealed that local councils 
in the state need to spend about 30 to 
40 per cent of their annual revenue on 
waste management alone. 

No land for landfills 

Due to the large number of waste 
generated, the lifespan of the landfills 
in Jeram and Tanjung Dua Belas are get-

Selangor’s race against waste

ting shorter. However, Ng said the state 
government has no plans to open new 
landfills.

“Land value in Selangor is costly, and 
we do not have much land left, so we 
cannot keep on acquiring more land to 
be turned into landfills. It is not sustain-
able and not a suitable option for the 
state.” 

Ng said some of the options for 
the future include recy-
cling, resource recovery 
and waste-to-energy 
(WTE), which is the 
process of gener-
ating energy from 
waste.  

“Currently, we 
do not have any 
waste-to-energy 
plants in Selangor, 
but it is in the pipe-
line. By 2025, we should 
have at least one in the 
state, either in Jeram or Tanjung 
Dua Belas, because the lifespan of the 
landfills in the area is getting shorter,” 
he said. 

The plant is expected to process 
about 1,000 to 2,000 tonnes of waste 
per day.

Anticipating objections from environ-
mentalists, Ng said he has visited Swit-
zerland, Sweden and the United King-
dom, which have stricter environmental 
standards, to learn about the WTE tech-

nology and found it to be safe for the 
people and good for the environment. 

Ng also said KDEBWM has opened 
resource recovery centres or Material 
Recovery Facilities in Meru and Bukit 
Puchong, which can collect 10 tonnes of 
recyclable waste daily. 

Plans to open another five centres 
in Sepang, Selayang, Ampang, Petaling 
Jaya and Hulu Selangor are also under-

way.
“Selangor will also be build-
ing its first plant to recycle 

construction waste near 
Klang soon,” he said.

As for recycling 
awareness pro-
grammes, Ng said the 
state’s local councils 
have initiated various 

initiatives with their com-
munities, residents associ-

ations and schools over the 
years.

“The campaigns are still ongoing 
and continue to receive good results as 
the awareness level among the younger 
generation is increasing.” 

A trusted partner 

Ng said plans are underway to tap 
methane gas at more landfills and use 
it as an energy source, as what is being 
done now at the Jeram landfill. 

They also hope to expand KDEBWM’s 

services to include WTE, managing re-
source recovery centres and recycling. 

He said the state-owned subsidiary 
had recently acquired Sitamas Environ-
mental System Sdn Bhd, which deals 
with the collection of industrial and 
construction waste, to resolve the issue 
of illegal dumping in Selangor. 

On March 16, KDEBWM also signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
with Petronas Chemicals Group Bhd 
and One Biosys Sdn Bhd to supply 
plastic waste from landfills and eval-
uate potential collaboration to build 
waste segregation facilities in Selan-
gor. 

“Despite being among the five 
states that have yet to sign Act 672, we 
are confident of the efforts we have 
put into recycling initiatives,” said Ng, 
referring to the Solid Waste and Public 
Cleansing Management Act 2007.

Among the reasons why Selangor 
has yet to sign the Act is that it speci-
fies on working with three waste man-
agement consortiums that do not in-
clude KDEBWM.

“KDEBWM has been servicing Selan-
gor for seven years, showing improved 
performance. 

“We have received good comments 
from the local councils and the pub-
lic. It has worked hard to make Selan-
gor cleaner. We prefer to use our own 
state company to better manage and 
plan for the future,” he said.
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DAMAGED roads and street 
furniture like traffic lights, 
benches and signage are 
prevalent and do not usually 

get repaired quickly. 
Selangor has recognised that in or-

der to become a liveable Smart State in 
Asean by 2025, it needs to adopt more 
innovative ways to manage its roads 
and maintain its image as a city that 
uses technology to speed up such re-
pairs. 

On March 16, it launched the Smart 
Road Asset Management System, 
which provides more efficient solutions 
for monitoring, identifying and repair-
ing damaged roads and their assets.

Developed by Selgem Sdn Bhd (Sel-
gem) together with the state’s road main-
tenance concessionaire, Infrasel Sdn Bhd, 
the new road maintenance system also 
supports the state’s existing Intelligent 
Response System (IRS) application for re-

Smart system for a Smart CitySmart system for a Smart City
porting potholes, which was formulated 
by Smart Selangor Delivery Unit (SSDU).

From August 2017 to September 2020, 
the IRS received 113,588 pothole reports 
via the Waze navigation system, where 
108,022 were verified.

Selgem principal officer Mohammad 
Hafizuddin Zakaraya speaks to Selangor 
Journal in an e-mail interview to unveil 
more about what the new system has to 
offer, both to the public and to its stake-
holders.

AI and automation  

During the launch of the system, Men-
teri Besar Dato’ Seri Amirudin Shari said 
that the use of the system by the local 
authorities to standardise its assets and 
road maintenance is expected to be im-
plemented by June.

According to Mohammad Hafizuddin, 
the system caters to two primary users: 
government agencies or road managers 
and the public. 

He said its main goal is to help road 
managers make better-informed deci-
sions by reducing human intervention 
with the help of automation.

“With this system, road inspectors 
would no longer need to park their ve-
hicle, manually key in the data and take 
photos of potholes as the Artificial Intelli-
gence-enabled dashcam would automat-
ically detect the potholes and take photo-
graphs of them to generate a report. 

“As for the public, if they were to post 
their complaints on any road-related 
damage or defects on social media plat-
forms like Twitter or Facebook, the sys-
tem would be able to locate the com-
plaint, capture it and sort it according to 
type, severity and location,” he said. 

Mohammad Hafizuddin said as a re-
sult, the system is well-suited as a com-
prehensive solution for the entire road 
ecosystem as it is paperless, fully auto-

mated, and excellent as a tool for the pub-
lic to make reports as well as for contrac-
tor administration.

Saves money 

The locally-developed system was 
created to be versatile and for use on all 
types of roads in both urban and rural ar-
eas, said Mohammad Hafizuddin.

He said for it to work, it only needs 
systems that are already in the market, 
such as the Light Detection and Ranging 
(LiDAR) system, a 360-degree camera for 
scanning and an AI-assisted dashcam to 
detect defects. 

“So the cost is very minimal. In the long 
run, it will give the state a big impact and 
savings by reducing the man-hours on 
the roads, time in preparing the reports, 
and time in making decisions. It would 
also increase productivity,” he said. 

Future-proof 

According to Mohammad Hafizuddin, 

there are big plans ahead for the system 
as there is the prospect of it being used in 
outside of Selangor. 

He said his company had been ap-
proached by a few parties with requests to 
expand its usage.

“We are also confident that it would 
be future-proof as the AI function keeps 
on learning to calculate the severity of 
the damage, the quantity of materials re-
quired for repairs, and other conditions,” 
he said. 

On top of that, he said the system’s 
AI has been spending more than a year 
learning about the various road conditions 
that it would encounter in the course of its 
work in the future. 

“So we are already one year ahead of 
others, and the learning never stops,” he 
said, adding that more than 500 terabytes 
of data has already been captured and 
stored in cloud servers.

“In fact, in the future, the system can 
assist autonomous vehicles based on the 
massive data analytics it has collected on 
the various road conditions in Selangor.”

The cost (of the system) is 
very minimal. In the long 
run, it will give the state a 
big impact and savings by 
reducing the man-hours 
on the roads, time in 
preparing the reports, and 
time in making decisions. 
It would also increase 
productivity." 

MOHAMMAD 
HAFIZUDDIN 
ZAKARAYA
Selgem principal officer
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WORLD Autism Awareness 
Day falls on the second of 
April every year and aims 
to highlight the obstacles 

faced by the autism community in their 
daily lives. Although there has been an in-
crease in awareness of Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD) in the community, several 
misconceptions must still be corrected. 
Much work has to be done to increase 
and develop the understanding of ASD 
among children and adults.

Apart from this, April 2 is also about 
celebrating the unique talents of people 
with autism and putting significant focus 
on their skills through community events 
around the world. 

In Malaysia, one of the pioneers in pro-
viding support and services for people 
living with autism is the National Autism 
Society of Malaysia (Nasom), established 
in 1987. Selangor Journal recently reached 
out to Nasom Honorary Secretary Anne 
Subashini Sivanathan to talk about Malay-
sians with autism and the challenges they 
have to overcome.

Empowering the 
autism community

Unique individuals 

Back in the day, Anne said that aware-
ness of ASD was lacking as there was a 
misconception that those on the spec-
trum had similar characteristics. Howev-
er, she said society is beginning to under-
stand that every ASD person is different 
due to an increase in knowledge and un-
derstanding of autism among the general 
public.

“Autism is not a one-size-fits-all dis-
order. No blanket approach can be im-
plemented to treat it. One child may be 
non-verbal and prone to being hyperac-
tive, while another could be very sensitive 
to light and sound.

“As the saying by autism advocate Dr 
Stephen Shore goes, ‘If you have met one 
person with autism, you have met one 
person with autism.’ This refers to their 
uniqueness as individuals affected by the 
disorder.

“Because of the exposure and aware-
ness within the community, we can 
screen, assess and provide the necessary 
therapy in a timelier manner,” she said.

Learning skills 

While awareness of autism may be 
showing a positive trend, championing 
the cause has to be inclusively done by 

all of society. 
When asked 

about the government’s 
role, Anne said that there needs to be an 
improvement in assuring that those with 
autism have fair and equal rights as oth-
ers do in the community.

“In Nasom, we believe that the govern-
ment is pivotal in changing policies and 
public perception. This change is essen-
tial towards a meaningful difference. For 
example, when we talk about job oppor-
tunities among the autism community, it 
is not easy for them to land a job due to 
several factors, such as the lack of skills 
training. 

“This includes vocational skills, social 
competency skills and independent living 
skills. The employers must also be aware 
of the autistic candidate’s condition and 
accept them as employees.

“All too often, those on the spectrum 
would need job coaches to support them 
and also to raise the employer’s aware-
ness of their disability. Without this, it 
could lead to discrimination and humil-
iation, which can or will lead to mental 
health issues,” she said.

Encouraging independence

Meanwhile, Public Health, Uni-
ty, Women Empowerment and Fami-

ly Committee chairman Dr Siti Mariah 
Mahmud also agrees that the public has 
become more aware and empathetic to-

wards people with autism through the 
various programmes held by 

the state government, which 
often record full participation 

from the parents of autistic 
children.

“Autism has no cure, but what 
we can do is to help those on the 

spectrum have a quality life for them-
selves and their families. We believe it is 
essential to teach and train the autism 
community to be independent and not 
be entirely reliant on their parents or 
carer. We want them to be able to man-
age their own basic needs, such as go-
ing to the toilet and getting dressed on 
their own.

“From there, it would help if those 
with autism are exposed to other ad-
vanced skills that would assist them 
in bringing in an income later on,” she 
said.

Support centre

Dr Siti Mariah further explained that 
the state government is currently dis-
cussing with a few relevant parties and 
stakeholders to set up its own Indepen-
dent Living Support Centre (ILSC).

She said the Federal government 
had already established the ILSC un-
der the purview of the Women, Family 
and Community Development Ministry. 
However, the centre only caters to those 
with physical disabilities.

“We still do not have a living support 
centre for the autism community or oth-
er disabilities related to learning such as 
Down Syndrome or slow learners. Hence 
it is important to establish a dedicated  
centre for these groups.

“For this purpose, the state govern-
ment has collaborated with several uni-
versities including Universiti Selangor, 
Selangor International Islamic Univer-
sity College and Universiti Malaya to 
begin the ‘Training for Trainers’ pro-
gramme.

“Currently, we are in the focal group 
discussion phase because this initiative 
requires extensive input from the stake-
holders. Hopefully, with the allocation of 
RM1 million, we would be able to launch 
the centre this year,” she said.

Dr Siti Mariah added that this initia-
tive would help future generations be 
more mindful of the rights of people 
with disabilities.

The Run For Nasom event on Nov 2, 2019, organised by Mary Kay to raise awareness about autism - Picture via  
Facebook/Nasom
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Issues relating to public health 
have always been on top of the 
Selangor government’s agen-

da. This was proven true when 
the state administration approved 
an allocation of RM65 million for 
public health in the 2022 Selangor 
Budget.

In conjunction with World 
Health Day, which falls on April 
7 this year, Selangor Journal has 
reached out to Public Health, Unity, 
Women Empowerment and Family 
Committee chairman Dr Siti Mari-
ah Mahmud to talk about the state 
government’s plan to strengthen 
public health in Selangor.

PUBLIC health management is one of the 
state government’s top priorities to en-
sure that the wellbeing of the people goes 
hand-in-hand with Selangor’s quest for de-
velopment.

“Apart from continuing with the existing 
initiatives, the state government will em-
bark on a comprehensive focus this year 
to strengthen public health, including ad-
dressing more issues related to commu-
nicable and non-communicable diseases 
(NCD) and primary care in line with 
Agenda Nasional Malaysia Sihat.

“In Malaysia, the management 
of public health is shared be-
tween the Federal government 
under the Health Ministry and 
the state government through 
its state executive councillor. 
What we have noticed is that the 
public health aspect has been re-
ceiving more interest since Covid-19 
hit the world.

“Prior to Covid-19, the Selangor gov-
ernment had already intensified its ini-
tiative to spread more awareness on the 
importance of public health, including 
mental health issues and tackle the rising 
number of NCDs in the state. 

“The public must be constantly re-
minded that health is wealth. The young-
er generation may not be aware of this, 
but the older generation can relate as 
they might have experienced a situation 
where large sums of money are needed 
to stay healthy.

“What will happen when we are older 
heavily depends on what has been done 
when we were younger, specifically in 
terms of our lifestyle, eating habits and 
finances,” she said.

Esteemed panel 

Dr Siti Mariah said the state govern-
ment recognises the need to strengthen 
the structure and functions of the Selan-
gor Public Health Standing Committee to 
ensure that all policies and programmes 
are effectively and sustainably planned, 
implemented and monitored.

To this end, Dr 
Siti Mariah said the 

state administration 
will introduce the Se-

langor Public Health Adviso-
ry Committee (SelPHAC) on April 7, acting 
as its think tank.

“The advisory committee will be made 
up of 15 members, of which eight, includ-
ing me, are from the Selangor Task Force 
Covid-19 (STFC) committee. Other mem-
bers include Datuk Seri Dr Dzulkefly Ah-
mad, Datuk Dr Fadzilah Kamaludin, Datuk 
Dr Christopher Lee Kwok Choong, Dr Yap 
Wei Aun, Datuk Prof Dr Adeeba Kamarul-
zaman, Dr Helmi Zakariah and Datuk Dr 
Khalid Ibrahim.

“I will be the chairman of SelPHAC, and 
we have added several other members 
from the Selangor Health Department, lo-
cal authorities and the Malaysian Medical 
Association,” she said.

Free screenings 

Dr Siti Mariah said in May, the state 
government will begin its Selangor 
Screening Programme in all 56 constitu-
encies through the ‘Program Jelajah Sihat 
Selangor’.

The programme, which offers many 
kinds of health checks and screenings, 

will also feature sub-programmes that 
will run concurrently. 

“Under the screening programme, the 
public is urged to take the opportunity 
to undergo basic health tests including 
blood pressure tests, blood sugar tests 
(HbA1c) and urine tests.

“Other than that, the programme will 
also be offering free cancer screening 
involving three specific types of cancer, 
which are the pap smear test to detect 
cervical cancer, mammogram (for breast 
cancer) and stool test (FOBT-Faecal Occult 
Blood Test) to detect colorectal cancer.

“We will also conduct free eye check-
ups to detect health issues related to the 
eyes, including glaucoma, cataract and 
myopia (nearsightedness). On top of that, 
the state government will continue the 
Selangor Vaccination Programme (Selvax) 
during the events. For those who have yet 
to receive a complete dose of the Covid-19 
vaccine as well as vaccination for their 
kids, they can get it there,” she explained 
when met at her office in Shah Alam.

Other initiatives

Dr Siti Mariah added there are sever-
al other public health initiatives that the 
state government is currently implement-
ing.

She said in preparation for the Covid-19 
endemic phase, the state government will 
continue to promote the benefits of vac-
cines and booster doses, ensure the com-
pliance of standard operating procedures 
in public places, use Antigen Rapid Test 
Kits as the sole positive case confirmation 
test and so on. 

“Besides that, it is worth noting that Se-
langor is the first state in Malaysia to offer 
the Tuberculosis Treatment Incentive Pro-
gramme by providing financial assistance 
of RM800 for patients undergoing tuber-
culosis treatment, which aims to encour-
age patients to complete treatment.

“We also continue to provide help to 
the B40 and M40 group in funding their 
heart treatment under the Skim Pedu-
li Jantung programme with treatment 
funds of up to RM50,000. 

“For this year, the state government is 
implementing the Iltizam Selangor Sihat 
programme, which is an improvement to 
the Skim Insuran Peduli Sihat. We target 
around 100,000 Selangor citizens who 
will receive benefits amounting to RM500 
a year for families and RM250 a year for 
individuals. Among the benefits provided 
under the scheme are basic treatment, 
treatment for critical illness, death bene-
fits and benefits for accidents resulting in 
permanent disability,” she said.

The best prescription 
for public health 

Women from all walks of life register for the free HPV PCR screening for cervical cancer at  
Dewan Damai, Petaling Jaya, on Feb 13
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Selangor Journal (SJ): What is 
the leading industry in your 
constituency?

Mohd Fakhrulrazi (MF): 
Meru is known for its glove 
manufacturing as it houses sev-
eral renowned factories such as 
Top Glove Corp Bhd (Top Glove) 
and Kossan Rubber Industries 
Bhd.

SJ: What is the main attrac-
tion in Meru?

MF: While it is surrounded 
by townships like Setia Alam 
and Klang, Meru is described 
as unique because it remains 
among the few places in the 
Klang Valley that still keeps its 
village vibe alive, as seen in 
Kampung Meru and Kampung 
Cherakah Jaya. Most of the resi-
dents in the villages are of Java-
nese descent. It is really inter-
esting that the community still 

Striking a fine balance for Meru
By NASUHA BADRUL HUZAINI

Meru is a quiet town in Klang, often associ-
ated with the Javanese community and its 
traditions. Yet, it has seen rapid develop-
ment in recent years due to its strategic lo-

cation as a manufacturing hub. Neighbouring the city 
of Shah Alam, the state constituency is home to some 
100,000 people and over 45,000 registered voters. Rep-
resented by Mohd Fakhrulrazi Mohd Mokhtar since the 
2018 general election, the place often comes up against 
the challenges of industrialisation. In an interview with 
Selangor Journal, 
Mohd Fakhrulra-
zi talks about what 
makes Meru differ-
ent and what it hopes 
to achieve. 

upholds its 
tradit ions, 
including or-
ganising a ‘rewang’ where a 
whole village comes together 
in the spirit of fellowship to pre-
pare for an event or wedding. 
You can still get the feeling of 
visiting your ‘kampung’ each 
time you come to Meru.

SJ: What are the concerns 
raised by your constituents 
and how do you address them?

MF: There are four issues 
that have always been a con-
cern to the constituents since I 
was elected to represent them. 

First is the problem of infra-
structure that involves road 
maintenance and restoration. 
Then, there are the drainage 
issues that have led to floods. 
This became more significant 
after the major floods last De-
cember. The people are also 
concerned about waste collec-
tion following a substantial in-
crease in population and the 
development of more hous-
ing areas. The influx of foreign 
workers, primarily workers for 
the factories here, also needs 
to be addressed.

SJ: What are your achieve-
ments so far in your constit-
uency?

MF:  In terms of infrastruc-
ture, I am glad to say that I 
have helped to get almost 90 

per cent of the main roads in 
Meru fixed. This is one of my 
most significant achievements 
since I came into office. We 
have also seen similar progress 
on the drainage system as my 
team, and I have taken many 
steps to tackle the flood issues 
here. 

This includes working close-
ly with Top Glove, who has do-
nated RM54 million to clean up 
and repair the clogged ditches. 
Apart from that, the 2022 Selan-
gor Budget has also approved 
RM20 million for maintenance 
works on the drainages. 

As for issues relating to 
waste collection, although they 
require a fair solution for all the 
parties involved, there is some 
progress due to ongoing talks. 
We are planning to increase 
the number of trips made by 

the waste collectors, purchase 
more machinery, and also hire 
a bigger workforce for the task.

SJ: What are some of your 
problem-solving methods?

MF:  I have dedicated every 
Wednesday for my constituents 
to come and see me should 
they have anything to complain 
about or if they need my help. 
Apart from that, I have a Face-
book page named ‘Pusat Khid-
mat Rakyat N42 Meru Klang’ as 
one of the ways I can engage 
with my constituents. I do not 
insist on any protocols, so any-
one is welcome to come to my 
office, or they can also reach 
out via my personal Facebook 
page ‘YB Ustaz Mohd Fakhrul-
razi Mokhtar - ADN Meru’, 
which I personally handle.

N42 
MERU

Mohd Fakhrulrazi hands over 
the RM1,000 Selangor Bangkit 

cash aid to flood victims
in Meru

The assemblyman helps to 
lighten the burden of his 

constituents before 
the Chinese New Year 

celebration with RM100 
shopping vouchers

Klang council contractors 
update Mohd Fakhrulrazi 

about a drainage problem
in Taman Daya

FROM TOP: 
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KUALA LANGAT - The state govern-
ment has launched the Selangor Xtiv 
Virtual Tour 2022 to foster closer ties 
with youths and discover new e-sports 
talents.

State executive councillor for 
young generation development Mohd 
Khairuddin Othman said youths are a 
vital asset to whom careful attention 
should be paid via all kinds of sports 
and developmental activities.

“This programme is the first for 
youths and must be continued as they 
have not had such activities since the 
movement control order began.

“Through this tour, many pro-
grammes can be organised to cultivate 
young talent, including silat and sever-
al e-sports competitions. God-willing 
after this the tour will be brought to 
other districts,” he said.

Mohd Khairuddin was speaking at 
the launch of the tour at Dataran Mor-

SERDANG - Menteri Besar Selangor (Incor-
porated) or MBI has allocated RM500,000 
for sports activities under its corporate so-
cial responsibility (CSR) programme.

Its CSR head Ahmad Azri Zainal Nor said 
that MBI has distributed some RM50,000 
to several sports associations in the state.

“The allocation is in the form of spon-
sorships or funding for any sports-related 
activities organised at the community, vil-
lage or residential level.

“Apart from that, MBI will also help to 
sponsor the athlete’s participation at the 
international level. We are willing to help,” 
he said after handing over a donation of 
RM15,000 to the Selangor Rugby Associa-
tion president Syed Aldrin Syed Ahmad Ka-
beer at Universiti Putra Malaysia here on 
March 19.

Ahmad Azri said parties who seek do-
nations and sponsorship can present their 
proposals to MBI.

“We will accept all applications regard-
less of how they are organised, be it for the 
community, residential, amateur or junior 
level. We will review them all,” he added.

KUALA LUMPUR - The 20th 
edition of the Malaysia Games 
(Sukma), postponed countless 
times in the past two years due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, will fi-
nally be held from Sept 29 to Oct 
8 this year in the Klang Valley.

The National Sports Council 
(NSC) said in a statement that 
the Games, to be known as 
‘Sukma XX, NSC 2022’, will fea-
ture 31 types of sports, 16 of 
which will be compulsory and 
15 optional.

There will also be two 
demonstration sports, silam- 
bam and kabaddi.

However, the exact num-
ber of events to be con-

tested is subject to the 
number of entries sub-
mitted by the eight par-
ticipating states and will 

be decided at the Sukma 
Technical Committee meeting 

at a later date.
According to the statement, 

the Sukma Supreme Commit-

tee meeting on March 22 has 
agreed to maintain the age limit 
of the athletes as what had been 
agreed earlier for this edition.

The committee also agreed 
for the ‘Sukma XX, NSC 2022 
Para Games’ to be held from 
Oct 29 to Nov 6.

In the statement, Youth and 
Sports Minister Datuk Seri Ah-
mad Faizal Azumu said the Cab-
inet had, on Feb 23, voiced its 
support for and approved the 
hosting of this edition by the 
ministry through the NSC.

“We want to ensure that 
the development of sports at 
the state-level remains consist-
ent so that the country will not 
have a shortage of able replace-
ments to compete at the high-
est level,” he said.

The 20th Sukma was sup-
posed to have been held in Jo-
hor from March 6 to 14, 2020. 
The southern state will now be 
hosting the Games in 2024. - 
Bernama

KUALA LUMPUR - Farah Ann 
Abdul Hadi, who announced 
her retirement from artistic 
gymnastics on March 12, plans 
to introduce the Farah Ann Cup 
to allow young local gymnasts 
to showcase their skills.

The competition, which she 
hopes will take off as early as 
next year, is part of her retire-
ment plan aimed at finding 
new talents and helping to nur-
ture them to become future 
Olympians.

“I know gymnastics is be-
coming more well-known 
and I hope to meet all the 
kids as well as their parents 
and share my knowledge with 
them.

“Hopefully, I can organise 
a competition similar to the 
‘Biles Invitational in the United 
States’, which is owned by Rio 
2016 champion Simone Biles. 
God-willing, the Farah Ann Cup 
will reach the international lev-
el, who knows,” she told a press 
conference on March 14.

According to Farah Ann, she 
had sought the help of the Ma-

laysian Gymnastics Federation 
(MGF) on how to run the compe-
tition and would hold discussions 
with the National Sports Council 
(MSN) on matters relating to col-
laboration and sponsorship.

Apart from the competition, 
the 2019 SEA Games champion 
and Olympian also plans to run 
a gymnastics camp by the end 
of this year, where she hopes to 
impart her knowledge to a new 

generation.

 
Farah Ann is, 

however, not keen to take on 
a coaching position, stating her 
preference for a judging role in 
the international arena instead.

“To be a coach, you must do 
it full time and be parents to 
the athletes. I don’t think I will 
be able to do that at the mo-
ment,” said 27-year-old, who is 
undergoing a gymnastics judg-
ing course.

In announcing her retire-
ment on Facebook on March 

Xtiv Virtual in search 
of fresh talent

Farah Ann sets sight on new goals

MBI extends 
offer to fund 
athletes

Sukma XX slated for 
Sept 29, says NSC

ib on March 5, which was also attend-
ed by Morib assemblyman Hasnul Ba-
haruddin.

He said the state is satisfied with 

the tour’s organisation but feel it can 
be expanded to include other sports 
and games like motor racing and Bey-
blade. 

12, she described her amazing 
25-year journey in the sport as 
being ‘a ride of a lifetime’.

“I think I am going to miss 
training a lot after this because 
I’ve been doing it almost every 
day. But, of course, I am excit-
ed to see what 
the future 
holds for 
me,” she 
said. - Ber-
nama

A PUBG gimmick attracts the crowd at the launch of the Selangor Xtiv 
2022 at Dataran Pantai Morib, Kuala Langat, on March 5
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Dewan Serbaguna MBSJ SS15: March 26 to 28 
(10am to 5pm)

Dewan Sivik MBPJ: April 2 to 3 (10am to 4pm)

Dewan Jenjarum MBSA Section 11: April 9 to 10 
(10am to 4pm)

Innovative Technologies & Systems Sdn Bhd (LITS) 
office at F-4-G, Jalan Multimedia 7/AG, i-City,
Shah Alam

All local council offices: April 1 to 30

Payments to go fully digital

For further enquiries, contact 
1-700-81-9612 or e-mail 
sspsupport@ssdu.com.my

Download the Smart Selangor Parking (SSP) 
mobile app for faster, easier transactions

Available on Google Play Store, Apple App Store or Huawei Store

How to get the e-coupons

Pay parking fees and top up credit 
via the SSP app, or

Pay parking fees via nearest e-coupon 
agents, and

Top up credit at 7-Eleven, 99 
Speedmart or MyPOSpay

Find your e-coupon agents at 
KK Super Marts, ParcelHub, 
and selected convenience stores

Got unused 
scratch-and-
display coupons? 
Don't fret, 
redeem them at

E-coupons for parking 
EFFECTIVE APRIL 1


