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THE Selangor Aviation Show returns 
bigger this year, with prospects for more 
investment opportunities and a RM700 
million target in potential transaction 
value. With borders worldwide re-
opening, SAS 2022 also hopes to attract 
8,000 guests to its exciting lineup of exhibition booths and a 
static displayof 30 aircraft that includes luxury private planes.

 Complimentary shuttle service to the show, 
which runs from Sept 8 to 10, will be provided 
to all guests arriving from Subang Airport.

 

Set to soar
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By NASUHA BADRUL HUZAINI

PETALING JAYA - The state govern-
ment anticipates the second instal-
ment of the Selangor Aviation Show 
(SAS) 2022 to generate RM700 mil-
lion in potential transaction value 
this year, up from RM100 million last 
year.

State executive councillor for in-
vestment Dato’ Teng Chang Khim  
(pic) expressed optimism that the tar-
get could be met following the open-
ing of the country’s borders, which 
would result in increased participa-
tion in the air show.

He said the SAS 2022, which will be 
held from Sept 8 to 10 at the Skypark 
Regional Aviation Centre (Skypark 
RAC Subang), also aims to attract 
at least 8,000 visitors and some 70 
booths from local and international 
companies.

He said the tarmac sections with-
in the Skypark RAC area would also 
showcase roughly 30 static displays 
of aircraft and helicopters, including 
luxury private planes.

“We anticipate participa-
tion from industry players 
from around the region, 
as most countries have 
reopened their bor-
ders.

“To accommodate 
more visitors for the 
exhibition, we have add-
ed an additional hangar, 
bringing the overall floor area 
to 28,000 square metres, compared 
to 17,000 square metres last year.

“With a larger exhibition area, we 
are hoping to attract more exhibitors 
to the air show,” said Teng at a press 
conference after the official launch 
of the SAS 2022 at Sheraton Petaling 
Jaya Hotel, here on June 21.

Also present at the launch were 
Selangor Deputy State Secretary 
(Development) and State Econom-
ic Planning Unit (UPEN) director Dr 
Nor Fuad Abdul Hamid and Invest 
Selangor Bhd (Invest Selangor) chief 
executive officer Datuk Hasan Azhari 
Idris.

Meanwhile, Hasan said business 

networking sessions, 
product presentation 

sessions, seminars, as 
well as training and 
career path sessions 
with aviation tertiary 
students are among 

the activities planned 
to guarantee that the 

event benefits all stake-
holders.

“To maximise exhibitor par-
ticipation, networking events will 
be held, which will feature a session 
with potential business aviation cli-
ents or charter flight passengers,” he 
said earlier in his speech during the 
launch.

The SAS 2022 is organised by In-
vest Selangor through its dedicated 
aerospace division Selangor Darul 
Ehsan Aerospace Industry Coordina-
tion Office (S-Daico).

The 2022 Selangor Budget (#Se-
langor2022) tabled by Menteri Besar 
Dato’ Seri Amirudin Shari has allocat-
ed RM5 million for the second instal-
lation of the aviation show.

State sets higher 
targets for air showPETALING JAYA - Visitors arriving at the Sul-

tan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport, or Subang Air-
port, will be offered a free shuttle service to 
the Selangor Aviation Show 2022 (SAS 2022), 
which will be held from Sept 8 to 10 at the 
Skypark Regional Aviation Centre.

State executive councillor for industry and 
trade Dato’ Teng Chang Khim said the service 
is one of the improvements planned for the air 
show’s second edition.

“For visitors who touch down at the Subang 
Airport, we will provide a direct transfer to our 
venue without any charge,” he said at a press 
conference after the launch of SAS 2022 on 
June 21.

When asked if the state administration is 
optimistic about Selangor being an Asean avi-
ation hub, Teng said that has always been the 
state’s goal.

“Without a doubt, we aspire to make Selan-
gor a hub for both business and general avia-
tion,” he said.

Sapura Aero, Destini Avia Technique, Epic 
Aero, DJI Academy, Superb Access, BCS Avi- 
ation, Bibus Metals, Sirim and International 
Aero Training Academy have confirmed their 
participation, according to Teng.

“More original equipment manufacturers 
are in discussions with us, and we aim to have 
many more this year,” he said.

Free shuttle rides 
from airport

SHAH ALAM - Thirty startups have 
been chosen to participate in the 5th 
Cohort of the Selangor Accelerator 
Programme 2022 (SAP 2022).

Themed ‘Net Zero, Sustainability and 
the Circular Economy’, the 5th Cohort 
will focus on five main verticals 
this year, namely Agritech,  
Greentech, Smart City, 
Fintech and Healthtech.

Selangor Informa-
tion Technology and 
Digital Economy Cor-
poration (Sidec) chief 
executive officer Yong 
Kai Ping (pic) said the sub-
missions for this year have 
surpassed last year’s record by 36.4 
per cent.

“We received a total of 225 com-
petitive applications this year com-
pared to 165 submissions last year.

“The increased interest denotes 
that more startups are eager to ex-
pand their business and this is in line 
with the SAP 2022 tagline, ‘Charge 
your startup, take it further’,” he said 
during the official launch of the co-
hort, here on June 30.

Also present at the event were 
state executive councillor for invest-
ment Dato’ Teng Chang Khim, Per-
modalan Negeri Selangor Bhd (PNSB) 
chief executive officer Raja Ahmad 
Shahrir Iskandar Raja Salim and Af-

fin Bank Bhd SME-Wide Ancil-
lary and Transaction (SWAT) 

Sales, Enterprise Banking 
head Raymond Lee.

The selected startups 
will be nurtured by Sidec 
in the next 10 weeks, 

covering 14 workshops, 
three pitching clinics, five 

office-hour mentoring ses-
sions and one closed-door semi-

final pitching before the final demo 
scheduled for Sept 10.

Meanwhile, Teng said only the best 
10 startups will advance to the final 
demo day, where they will have to 
convince the jury of the sustainability 
and feasibility of their business. 

“I believe that many startups have 
become aware of this programme 
and the facilities that are made avail-
able to them. The winners will not 
only get knowledge but the backing 

of financial institutions and venture 
capitalists who are ready to inject cap-
ital into the proposed businesses,” he 
added.

The shortlisted startups for this 
year are Buddey Technology Hold-
ings, iReka Soft Enterprise, Capshere, 
AIRI Global, Energreen Tech, Mushin 
Biz Solutions, Loop Foods, Beebag, 
Entomal Biotech, Urban Farm Tech, 
Bumi Gemilang Oils, ARIA Spectre, 
Move On, Film Wallet and Fintech 
Worldwide.

Also shortlisted are SeedDream 
Technology, Axelcloud Technologies, 
Diet Ideas, Emergence Innovative, 
Mitra IT Solutions, Global Cerah, Blue 
Duck Tech, Niagable PLT, ELMLAB, Oh 
Digital Solution, Ironwood Global Lo-
gistics, MDC Digitech, Collaborative 
Excellence, Swipey and Ashisuto Glob-
al Technologies.

The programme collaborates with 
various partners from the industry 
including PNSB, Microsoft, Tuas Cap-
ital Partners, The Hive Southeast Asia, 
Agrobank and RHL Ventures.

For more information, visit 
www.sidec.com.my.

30 startups picked for accelerator programme
KLANG - The Selangor government will table 
its five-year development plan, dubbed the 
First Selangor Plan (RS-1), during the upcom-
ing Selangor State Legislative Assembly at the 
end of this month.

State executive councillor for investment 
Dato’ Teng Chang Khim said the sitting is im-
portant as the development plan would im-
pact everyone.

“Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri Amirudin Shari 
will table the state’s plan for more dynam-
ic and organised growth. Its contents are ex-
citing as he will announce new development 
areas, including projects of global standard,” 
Teng told SelangorKini after distributing cou-
pons for Hari Raya Aidiladha sacrificial rites 
(korban) to 21 suraus, at Madrasah Darissal-
miah, here on July 1.

The state administration will hold a sympo-
sium on RS-1 to provide information and get 
feedback before tabling it at the state assem-
bly on July 25.

The First Selangor Plan Symposium will be 
held on July 7 at the MBSA Convention Cen-
tre and will feature forums with participation 
from all state subsidiaries and agencies.

On May 8, Amirudin said that based on the 
state’s experience in managing Covid-19, it is 
crucial to formulate a plan that champions the 
people’s socio-economic agenda.

5-year plan to be 
tabled in July
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By MUSTAKIM RAMLI

KUALA LANGAT - A total of RM157 
million a year has been allocated by the 
state government for the family wel-
fare cluster to ensure more households 
receive aid.

Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri Amirudin 
Shari said the cluster received the big-
gest allocation under the Iltizam Selan-
gor Penyayang (ISP) programme which 

totalled RM600 million.
“Under this cluster, we have several 

programmes such as the Jom Shopping 
festival vouchers with an allocation of 
more than RM7 million. We also have 
the Iltizam Anak Selangor, which pro-
vides a savings fund for the children’s 
future.

“There is also the Skim Mesra Usia 
Emas (SMUE) shopping vouchers worth 
RM100 that can be redeemed at any 

time, provided the recipients are aged 
60 and above, as well as death bene-
fit payments,” he said when delivering 
his speech at the Selangor Penyayang 
roadshow at Dataran Pantai Morib, 
here on June 25.

The state government spends 
RM600 million every year to ensure the 
ISP’s success, which is improved from 
the previous Inisiatif Peduli Rakyat 
(IPR).

The Selangor Penyayang roadshow,  
which started on June 19 at Taman Ko-
sas, Ampang, is part of the state gov-
ernment’s effort to introduce more ini-
tiatives for people in need. 

The programme will continue at Sta-
dium Utama Kuala Selangor on July 2, 
followed by Dataran Boulevard MBPJ 
in Petaling Jaya on July 23 and Padang 
Awam Batu Caves in Gombak on July 
31.

Putting families first

HULU LANGAT - Selangor’s reserves 
remain at a comfortable level of more 
than RM3 billion even though its ad-
ministration has been spending large 
amounts on programmes to benefit 
the people.

Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri Amiru-
din Shari said despite having to deal 
with crises like Covid-19 and massive 
floods, the state has managed to per-
form as well as when it was under the 
leadership of other Menteris Besar.

“We spend RM600 million each year 
and thank God, the more we give, the 
more returns we get. Despite the pan-
demic, it is undeniable that Selangor 
continues to collect good revenue and 
exceeds its targets.

“Despite our significant spending, 
the state’s reserves remain at a com-
fortable level of more than RM3 bil-
lion, as they were under the Menteris 
Besar before me,” he said at the Selan-
gor Penyayang roadshow at the Hulu 
Langat district, held at Taman Kosas, 
Ampang, here on June 19.

In the #Selangor2022 Budget an-
nounced in November last year, 
Amirudin said the state government 
is not burdened by a budget deficit of 
more than RM200 million.

He explained that this is due to Se-
langor’s expanded reserves, which are 
stronger and available for use.

“The deficit was RM100 million more 
last year and RM200 million higher 
this year, which is due to a lower reve-
nue forecast for next year.

“Because we have increased and 
strengthened reserves that can be 
used in a crisis, the growing deficit is 
not as troublesome. I feel that now is 
the time for the government to spend 
on projects and put our plans into ac-
tion,” he said.

Strong reserves 
despite millions 
in expenditure

KUALA LANGAT - Menteri Besar 
Dato’ Seri Amirudin Shari has official-
ly launched the Bantuan Kehidupan 
Sejahtera Selangor (Bingkas) pro-
gramme at the Selangor Penyayang 
roadshow in Dataran Pantai Morib on 
June 25.

He said the assistance programme 
received a total allocation of RM108 
million and would benefit 30,000 fam-
ilies starting next month.

“Bingkas is an improved version 
of the previous Kasih Ibu Smart Se-
langor (KISS) programme, which has 

benefited 21,000 recipients. This time 
around, an additional 9,000 recipients 
have been selected for the Bingkas 
programme.

“Bingkas recipients who are auto-
matically selected from the KISS pro-
gramme need to update their details 
with Selgate, the coordinator of the 
programme, by September,” he said.

“KISS assistance will still be chan-
nelled up until June, but from July, 
the cash aid would come from Bing-
kas and be increased from RM200 to 
RM300 a month. The number of recip-

ients would also increase.” 
The Menteri Besar added that un-

der the new programme, each family 
would receive a total of RM3,600 a year 
compared to only RM2,400 previously.

Bingkas is among the initiatives 
included in the Iltizam Selangor Pen-
yayang (ISP) which replaced the previ-
ous Inisiatif Peduli Rakyat (IPR).

ISP, which champions a society that 
cares for one another, has recently ex-
tended its free health screenings to 
cover men for the detection of colon 
cancer.

Building better lives with Bingkas
Amirudin (second from left) holds up a sign on Bingkas, an aid programme that will benefit many households
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SHAH ALAM - Bon Odori 2022, the biggest 
Japanese cultural festival in Malaysia, is back 
after a two-year hiatus due to the Covid-19 
pandemic.

According to Tourism Selangor’s official 
website, the 46th Bon Odori Festival will be 
held at the Shah Alam National Sports Complex 
(Panasonic) on July 16.

The annual festival is held as an effort to 
promote and strengthen ties between Ma-
laysia and Japan, as well as to show-
case Japanese culture to Malaysians.

Tourism Selangor said among 
the highlights of the event are the 
Bon Odori dance in three parts, 
Wadaiko drumming and perfor-
mances from guest artists.

Meanwhile, the Sultan of Selan-
gor Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah 
Alhaj (pic) has said that he views the 
festival as a cultural event that fosters 
goodwill between Malaysians and the Japa-
nese community here.

The Sultan said that anywhere in the world, 
cultural practices are often linked to religion 
but with the passage of time, these practices 
no longer have religious elements.

“The Bon Odori celebration in Malaysia is 
more a cultural festival that showcases Jap-
anese traditions, mainly their folk dance and 
the beating of drums, and lanterns, traditional 
costumes and food.

“It is also promoted as a special day to bring 
family members and friends together,” said His 
Royal Highness in a Facebook post on the Se-
langor Royal Office page on June 9.

Sultan Sharafuddin said the festival became 

popular in Malaysia when many Japanese com-
panies invested and opened up manufacturing 
plants in Selangor.

He said he attended the festival in 2016, ac-
companied by the then-Japanese ambassador 
to Malaysia and based on his observation, it 
was not a religious event that would go against 
the beliefs of Muslims.

The Selangor Ruler also suggested that Min-
ister in the Prime Minister’s Department 

(Religious Affairs) Datuk Idris Ahmad 
attend the festival on July 16 to 

understand the differences be-
tween a religious event and a 
cultural one.

He added that he does not 
want the minister to use the 

Department of Islamic Develop-
ment Malaysia (Jakim) platform 

to make confusing and inaccurate 
statements. 

In 2019, the 43rd Bon Odori in Shah Alam 
attracted 40,000 visitors.

This year the festival is jointly organised by 
the Japan Club of Kuala Lumpur, the Japanese 
School of Kuala Lumpur and the Japanese Em-
bassy in Malaysia, and supported by the Selan-
gor government, Invest Selangor Berhad and 
Perbadanan Stadium Malaysia.

Admission is free from 4.30pm to 9.15pm.
Ten free shuttle buses will be available from 

4pm to 10.30pm to bring visitors from the KTM 
Komuter Shah Alam Station to the sports com-
plex and back.

For updates, visit selangor.travel/events/
bon-odori-2022-shah-alam or www.jckl.org.
my/en/events/bon_odori.

Night of Japanese 
culture and food
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By NORRASYIDAH ARSHAD

SHAH ALAM - The Selangor 
Platform (Plats), which was 
launched two years ago, has 
helped to generate economic 
growth for micro, small and me-
dium entrepreneurs (MSMEs), 
especially among the hawkers 
and grocers in the state.

Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri 
Amirudin Shari said through 
the promotional and digital di-
rectory platform, the traders 
could double their sales.

“Since its launch, a total of 
10,045 traders have taken ad-
vantage of the programme. It 
has proven to be effective fol-
lowing the increased number 
of participants.

“From 2,868 traders in 2020, 
the number has increased tre-
mendously to 7,177 traders last 
year. This initiative is among 
the state’s digitalisation agen-
da that continues to evolve,” he 
said on June 22.

Meanwhile, Permodalan 
Negeri Selangor Bhd (PNSB) 
chief executive officer Raja 
Ahmad Shahrir Iskandar Raja 
Salim said the digital platform 
is anticipating a total of 20,000 
small-sized traders to be on 
board by April next year.

“Local governments are ac-

tively involved in tracking and 
registering traders who seek to 
develop their business, as well 
as assisting them in obtaining 
the necessary licences.

“A series of special train-
ing and digital education 
programmes have also been 
developed by the local govern-
ments to provide the traders 
with more exposure,” he said 
when met at the launch of the 
Selangor Penyayang roadshow 
( JSP) on June 19.

PNSB senior public rela-
tions manager Alina Idris has 
confirmed that 10,119 trad-
ers have registered with Plats 
since May and that training 
will begin in the third quarter 
of this year. 

Following the outbreak of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, Plats 
was introduced during Rama-
dan two years ago to complete 
the Selangor Digitalisation 
Agenda ecosystem.

Plats 2.0 was launched on 
April 11 last year to assist 
traders in generating income 
throughout the year and not 
just during the fasting month.

The third series, Plats 3.0, 
was continued in April this 
year, in collaboration with the 
Selangor Digital Partner (Ra-
kan Digital Selangor).

Traders seek out Plats 
to improve sales

KUALA LUMPUR - The state government will 
be focusing on ecotourism and agrotourism 
to attract more visitors from within 
Malaysia and abroad.

State executive councillor for 
tourism Hee Loy Sian (pic) said 
Selangor has many unique nat-
ural sites not widely known to 
the public which tourists would 
like as they showcase the state 
from a different angle.

“We have forest areas, rivers, 
waterfalls, firefly villages and the Sky 
Mirror for ecotourism, while for agrotour-
ism there are several places in Sekinchan and 
Sepang,” he said.

Hee, who was in Kuala Lumpur on June 16 
to witness the launch of a mobile photography 

competition organised by the state govern-
ment and the Chinese Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry of Kuala Lumpur and Se-
langor, said approximately RM6 mil-

lion has been allocated to promote 
tourism both in the country and 
overseas.

The councillor added that 
RM1.5 million will be set aside to 
repair the infrastructure at tour-

ist areas to ensure they are in good 
condition.
“We also hope that local authorities 

will provide assistance, as well as grants from 
the Tourism, Arts and Culture Ministry, to re-
pair the existing infrastructure as many got 
damaged during the two years where there 
wasn’t any tourism activity,” he added

Selangor shines spotlight on 
its natural wonders
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By SHEEDA FATHIL

SHAH ALAM - People suffering from men-
tal disorders including stress-related dis-
orders or depression are urged to contact 
professional counsellors at the Sehat ho-
tline that was set up earlier this month.

Selangor Mental Health Programme 
(Sehat) coordinator Dr Muhammad 
’Adil Zainal Abidin (pic) said indi-
viduals wanting to share their 
problems can contact the 
hotline at 1700-82-7536 or 
1700-82-7537.

He said the hotline is 
open 24 hours daily and op-
erated by experienced coun-
sellors who are appointed to lis-
ten and help resolve the problems 
shared with them.

“Many individuals are actually facing 
mental problems but taking it easy and do 
not want to seek expert advice or views, 
maybe because they fear being embar-
rassed.

“Therefore, the Selangor government 
has created a hotline for them to just call 
and talk to the counsellors without need-
ing to meet face-to-face. Hopefully, that can 
help them a little bit,” he told SelangorKini.

Dr Muhammad ‘Adil who is also a public 
health physician advised people not to un-
derestimate emotional stress for fear that 
it will be detrimental to their mental health 
in the future.

“Apart from contacting this line, the 
public can also undergo Sehat screening 

through the SELangkah mobile app to de-
termine their level of stress,” he added.

The state administration had on Aug 30 
last year launched the Sehat initiative with 
a total allocation of RM500,000 to tack-
le the worrying problem of mental illness 
caused by Covid-19.

The Sehat feature on the SELangkah app 
allows users to have access to the 

mental health screening test, 
risk screening, psychoeduca-

tion videos, the WhatsDoc 
portal and the mental health 
literacy scale.

The feature allows users 
to assess the state of their 

mental health via self-screen-
ing.
Meanwhile, more than 50,000 

individuals have participated in the Se-
hat Programme since its launch. 

Dr Muhammad ’Adil said of that figure, 
40 per cent suffer from low level stress, 40 
per cent experience mild stress, and 20 per 
cent extreme stress.

He said even though the country has 
moved into the endemic phase of Covid-19, 
some people still experience emotional 
stress due to financial, employment and 
marital issues.

“We highly encourage more people to 
do the screening because it is important to 
establish their mental health condition.

“Getting screened does not necessarily 
indicate that we have mental health issues, 
but prevention is better before it worsens,” 
he said.

Mental health 
help a call awaySHAH ALAM - The number of SE-

Langkah (Step In, Safely) app users 
has reached 7.9 million since its 
launch on May 4, 2020.

Its project director, Dr Mohd Hel-
mi Zakariah, said the app’s users 
range from individuals wanting to 
make bookings for vaccinations to 
those wanting to make payments 
via e-wallets.

“Before this it was used for con-
tact tracing but it continues to ex-
pand, with other functions like the 
mental wellness and the Selangor 
Vaksin (Selvax) initiatives added in.

“Currently, its e-wallet and men-
tal wellness functions, as well as 
the Selangor Saring programme, 
make up 75 per cent of its us-
age. The app is also still receiving 
bookings for vaccinations,” he said 
during the Bual Bicara talk show ti-
tled ‘Dua Tahun SELangkah Lebih 
Maju’ (A More Advanced SELang-
kah Two Years On) that was broad-
cast live on Media Selangor’s Face-
book on June 7.

Dr Mohd Helmi also said ap-
pointments for reverse transcrip-
tion-polymerase chain reaction 
(RT-PCR) tests and rapid antigen 
(RTK-Ag) tests can be made through 
SELangkah.

The app was initially introduced 
for Covid-19 contact tracing to 
make public surveillance easier 
during the time of the movement 
control order.

With a wide range of functions 
added in, users can even now use 
it to digitally store their medical re-

cords that their health institutions 
can access.

This move was made when the 
Selangor Saring programme was in-
troduced, and the medical histories 
and health check results of the par-
ticipants were keyed into the app.

“Our medical records belong to 
us, but most of the time, health fa-
cilities keep track of them. For ex-
ample, if the data is in Seremban 
and we move to Penang, it would 
be a problem because not ever- 
yone can remember their medical 
information.

“With SELangkah, we’ve set up a 
way for clinics and hospitals to get 
access to their patients’ informa-
tion,” said Dr Mohd Helmi.  

“This is like the ‘pink book’ that 
pregnant mothers in Malaysia car-
ry with them. Because many wom-
en do their prenatal checks at a dif-
ferent place from where they give 
birth. So what we did was to get 
those records digitally stored.”

The state government has al-
located RM3.4 million to the Sela- 
ngor Saring programme that aims 
to help about 39,000 people — es-
pecially those with a history of il-
lness in their family —  receive free 
health screenings.

The programme, which started 
on May 22 and goes on until Sept 
4, includes eye checks, blood and 
urine tests, and screening for dif-
ferent types of cancers.

SELangkah can be downloaded 
from the Apple App Store or Goo-
gle Play Store.

Multipurpose app 
improving lives

SHAH ALAM - The Sultan of Selangor, 
Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah Alhaj, 
has consented to the name change 
of Persiaran Institut in Section 1 here, 
to Persiaran Tun Arshad Ayub as an 
appreciation to the late Tun Arshad 
Ayub.

The Selangor Royal Office on Face-
book said the Sultan’s decree has 
been approved and will be enforced 
immediately by the state government 
through the Shah Alam City Council 
(MBSA).

“The renamed Persiaran involves 
a 1.62-kilometre stretch of road from 
Bulatan Bistari in Section 2, which is 
at the main entrance of Universiti Tek- 
nologi Mara (UiTM) up to the traffic 
light junction near Universiti Selangor 

(Unisel) in Section 7, Shah Alam.
“The late Tun Arshad was the first 

director of Institut Teknologi Mara 
(now UiTM). The move is to commem-
orate his services in strengthening 
the higher education system in the 
country, especially UiTM,” the state-
ment read.

Arshad, 93, died in a hospital on 
June 14 after receiving treatment at 
the intensive care unit due to health 
issues.

He was the ITM director from 1967 
to 1975.

Born in Muar, Johor, he was also 
appointed the first chancellor of Inti 
International University in 2013 and 
was the chairman of the Board of Di-
rectors of Universiti Malaya.

Road renamed to honour late academician

Two workers are seen changing the road signage at the newly named Persiaran 
Tun Arshad Ayub in Section 1, Shah Alam — Picture by MBSA
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KUALA LUMPUR - Invest Selangor Bhd is 
targeting to showcase 30 static display air-
craft comprising business private jets, heli-
copters, light aircraft, and drones for its up-
coming Selangor Aviation Show (SAS) 2022 
in September.

Chief executive officer Datuk Hasan Azhari 
Idris said the second installation of the one 
and only business aviation show in the Asian 
region would be hosted on a bigger scale 
than that of last year, housing more than 70 
booths with over 38,000 square metres of 
exhibition area spanning two hangers at the 
Subang SkyPark Regional Aviation Centre.

He said the event would serve as a great 
venue for aviation industry players to recov-
er post-pandemic and play a pivotal role in 
bridging the ultimate platform for aerospace 
industry players to network and explore po-
tential investment and partners, both global-
ly and domestically.

“This is the opportunity for industry play-
ers to network with other industry peers 

from other regions to promote their products 
and services.

“It’s not only for those providing or selling 
aircraft but also for those providing services 
such as consultancy, training, catering, interi-
or design for jets,” he said as a guest speaker 
during Bernama TV’s ‘The Nation’ programme 
on SAS 2022 on June 20.

SAS 2022 will take place over three days 
from Sept 8, focusing on business aviation. It 
is open to the public on the last day for free, 
via online registration.

Hasan said the 2022 edition is expected to 
welcome a bigger international crowd rang-
ing from exhibitors and buyers to visitors in 
view of eased travel restrictions.

“We had six countries participate last year. 
We are expecting 10 participating countries 
for this year,” he added.

Last year, the Selangor Aviation Show 
showcased 18 static display aircraft with 47 
booths, drawing more than 5,000 visitors. - 
Bernama

30 aircraft set to 
go on display

By ALANG BENDAHARA

KUALA LUMPUR - Selangor aims 
to bring the country’s fashion 
scene to greater heights with dig-
italisation, through the Selangor 
Fashion Accelerator (SFA) pro-
gramme.

The inaugural event, organ-
ised by the Selangor Information 
Technology and Digital Economy 
Corporation (Sidec), aims to help 
Malaysian startups and small and 
medium entrepreneurs (SME) in 
the modest fashion sector to in-
crease their brand recognition 
and develop sustainable busi-
nesses.

SFA will focus on modest ap-
parel which has evolved into a 
wardrobe staple over time and 
has gained wide acceptance, 
whether for religious or personal 
reasons.

“Adapting to these changes, 
we have finalised the theme to be 
‘Modest Fashion’, which will focus 
on ready-to-wear modest attire 
with a twist of modern and mini-
malistic elements. We are here to 
provide exposure and recognise 
our local fashion entrepreneurs 
for their contributions and hard 
work throughout the years.

“Fashion in the country has 
been pretty much a traditional 
industry, but it has high potential 
for growth. Which is why we are 
here to provide digital solutions 
to help local entrepreneurs and 
SMEs build their businesses," said 
Sidec chief executive officer Yong 
Kai Ping at the announcement of 
the event at The Majestic Hotel 
here on June 20.

The two-month programme 
will raise 16 fashion entrepre-
neurs to investment and expan-

sion-ready levels by providing 
coaching from experienced men-
tors and through comprehensive 
workshops.

Classes will be conducted both 
online and offline, covering mod-
ules like product market-fit, brand 
management and digital market-
ing, and supplier and manufac-
turer sourcing.

Sidec has also gained major 
support from judges of different 
backgrounds and expertise, in-
cluding national music icon and 
businesswoman Datuk Seri Siti 
Nurhaliza Tarudin.

“Malaysia has many fashion 
entrepreneurs and designers. In 
fact, on social media, we can see 
so many successful online fash-
ion entrepreneurs. So we want 
to enhance their talent and capa-
bilities through this programme,” 
she said.

Applicants must be a Ma-
laysian fashion startup or SME 
with a minimum sales turnover 
of RM100,000 in 2020 or 2021, 
in business for fewer than five 
years, and produce products clas-
sified as modest fashion.

The timeframe for submission 
is a month from June 15 to July 
15 and details are available at  
www.sidec.com.my.

The judges will choose 16 can-
didates who will receive training 
from Aug 1 to Sept 23, with six 
finalists chosen to pitch to inves-
tors and industry partners on 
Demo Day, which will take place 
on Oct 8 in conjunction with the 
7th Selangor Smart City and Dig-
ital Economy Convention, a side 
event for the 2022 Selangor In-
ternational Business Summit at 
the Kuala Lumpur Convention 
Centre.

Digital solutions for 
modest fashion SMEs

CTDK Holdings president Siti Nurhaliza speaks to the press about 
the Selangor Fashion Accelerator 2022 at The Majestic Hotel on 
June 20

Visitors at the first Selangor 
Aviation Show in November, 2021
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By ALANG BENDAHARA

SHAH ALAM - Invest Selangor Bhd (In-
vest Selangor) is confident of achieving 
its targeted number of exhibitors for 
the upcoming Selangor International 
Business Summit 2022 (SIBS 2022).

Its chief executive officer, Datuk 
Hasan Azhari, said this is based on 
the good responses it has received 
for several of its events.

“The total number of booths for 
SIBS 2022 is 850. For the Selangor In-
dustrial Park Expo (Spark) event near-
ly all of the allocated booths have 
been sold out while for the Selangor 
International Expo (SIE) Food and 
Beverage (F&B), out of the 480 booths 
allocated 127 or nearly 40 per cent 
are already sold. As for the SIE Medic, 
30 per cent of the booths have been 
taken up.

“So based on this very encourag-
ing response we are confident that 
all SIBS booths can be sold within the 
next two months,” he said during a  
visit to the SIE F&B Supermarket Buy-
ers Programme at ST Rosyam Mart in 
Section 9, here on June 4.

Hasan added that several states 
have also shown their interest to buy 
booths at SIBS 2022 to enable their 
entrepreneurs to showcase their pro-
ducts.

“This is because they realise that 
SIBS is not just a trade exhibition for 
Selangor entrepreneurs as it is open 
to all businesses either in Malaysia or 
overseas,” he said.

He added that with the reopening of 
international borders post-Covid-19, 
SIBS 2022 also anticipates the return 
of its previous international exhibitors 
such as those from Indonesia, Taiwan, 
Thailand, China and India.

SIBS 2022 will showcase six main 
components: the SIE F&B, the SIE Med-
ic, the Selangor Industrial Park Expo, 
the Selangor Asean Business Con-

ference, the Selangor Smart City and 
Digital Economy Convention and the 
Selangor Research and Development 
and Innovation Expo.

Organised by Invest Selangor, the 
state government-backed trade con-
ference and exhibition series will be 
held at the Kuala Lumpur Convention 
Centre from Oct 6 to 9.

The sixth edition of SIBS seeks to 

attract at least 30,000 visitors and the 
participation of 850 booths.

Last year, SIBS achieved a potential 
transaction value of RM217.6 million 
and attracted over 25,410 visitors to 
its 787 booths, surpassing the initial 
target of 10,000 visitors.

For further enquiries or to sign up 
for the event, visit selangorsummit.
com.

SIBS buoyed by good response

KUALA LUMPUR - The 2022 Malaysia 
Top E-Commerce Merchant Awards (Top 
ECM) returns for its seventh edition with 
bigger prizes and a chance for submis-
sions.

The event, organised by Selangor In-
formation Technology and Digital Econ-
omy Corporation (Sidec), will be open 
for submissions on June 22 for three 
months.

“When we first launched in 2016, only 
60 e-commerce merchants participated 
while in 2021, the numbers increased 
to 181 merchants and generated RM47 
million in sales. The improvement shows 
the e-commerce industry continues to 
grow, and Sidec is here to crown the 
best e-commerce merchants this year.

“After recording a total sales of 
RM123 million over the past six years, 
we are targeting 250 submissions and 
hit a total sale of RM50 million for this 

year,” said Sidec chief executive officer 
Yong Kai Ping at the announcement of 
the competition at The Majestic Hotel 
here on June 20.

The three-month competition is of-
fering RM60,000 in cash prizes, up from 
RM47,000 last year, and other attractive 
prizes. All shortlisted merchants will be 
judged based on three aspects — the 
Online Sales Contest (50 per cent), the 
Livestream Contest (25 per cent) and 
Business Potential (25 per cent).

Yong said for this year Top ECM 
Awards is also adding a new element, 
which is the Livestream Festival where 
participating merchants at the 7th Se-
langor Smart City and Digital Economy 
Convention (SDEC), a side event at the 
2022 Selangor International Business 
Summit, will have a chance to promote 
their products or services in live stream 
studios within the exhibition area.

“The live stream will be broadcast 
through social media platforms from 
Oct 6 until 9, live from SDEC 2022 at the 
Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre,” he 
said.

This year, the event features three 
categories of awards — the Malaysia Top 
E-Commerce Merchant Awards, the Se-
langor Onboarding Programme Awards 
and the Affin Bank Special Awards (Ris-
ing Star and AffinGem Women Trailblaz-
er Awards).

The Rising Star Awards is a special 
award category where three winners 
are chosen based on their company’s 
business potential. The company must 
be in operation for fewer than three 
years and must be shortlisted in the top 
40 of the main category.

The AffinGem Women Trailblazer 
Awards is a new subcategory introduced 
to support and foster female entrepre-

neurship, recognising strong women 
who have succeeded in the industry.

Participants are required to have 
an e-commerce store in operation be-
fore March 2022 that sells products to 
end-users only (B2C), have achieved at 
least a minimum of RM25,000 in sales or 
a minimum of 100 orders in any single 
month between June 2021 to June 2022 
with supporting documents, and is reg-
istered under the Companies Commis-
sion of Malaysia.

The Malaysia External Trade Develop-
ment Corporation (Matrade) will also be 
providing additional export facilitation 
to the top five winners of the Top ECM 
Awards for their international market 
expansion.

Top ECM will be held with the support 
of Affin Bank Berhad as its main spon-
sor and SubPlace as the official e-com-
merce marketplace.

E-commerce awards returns bigger this year



in death benefits and RM1,000 in funeral costs.

Welfare

In the second tour of the roadshow on June 
25 at Dataran Pantai Morib in the Kuala Langat 
district, Amirudin announced that a total of 
RM157 million a year will be allocated to the 
family welfare cluster to ensure that more 
households can live above the poverty line.

“Under this cluster we have several 
programmes such as the Jom Shopping 
festival vouchers with an allocation of more 
than RM7 million, and also the Iltizam Anak 
Selangor, which provides savings funds for 
underprivileged children.

“We also have the Skim Mesra Usia Emas 
(SMUE) shopping vouchers worth RM100 
that can be redeemed at any time provided 
the recipients are aged 60 and above, as well 
as death benefit payments,” he said when 
delivering his speech.

He also launched the Bantuan Kehidupan 
Sejahtera Selangor (Bingkas) which received the 
highest allocation amounting to RM108 million 
under the family welfare cluster and would 
benefit 30,000 families beginning next month.

The Menteri Besar said under the new 
programme which is coordinated by Selgate, 
each family will receive a total of RM3,600 a 
year compared to only RM2,400 previously.

Selangor Saring

Also running concurrently with the Selangor 
Penyayang roadshow is the Selangor Saring 
free health screening programme that has 
been open for registration since May 16 via the 
SELangkah mobile app. 

As of June 5, the initiative, which began on 
May 22, has conducted physical checks on 
3,215 people.

The programme, which will run until 
Sept 4, tours all 56 state constituencies and 
offers blood and urine tests, eye checks and 
screenings for breast, cervical, colorectal and 
prostate cancers.

The Menteri Besar said the state has 

Affordable housing

Housing was the first subsector to be 
highlighted, debuting at the first roadshow 
tour in   Taman Kosas, Ampang, on June 19.

Amirudin said the state has made 
improvements to its affordable housing plan and 
will be selling units priced at between RM42,000 
and RM250,000 under the Rumah Idaman and 
Rumah Harapan schemes to ensure first-time 
homebuyers get comfortable units. 

“Each unit comes with a television, air 
conditioners, a refrigerator, water heaters as 
well as two parking lots. This is not just hot 
air as 2,059 units of Rumah Idaman in Kajang 
have been completed and the keys will be 
handed over this July.

“In total, there are 76,000 houses planned 
throughout the state,” he said.

Rumah Idaman, at 999 square feet and a 
price tag of RM250,000, will be strategically 
located near schools, hospitals and 
transportation hubs.

The event saw the handing over of 2,013 
units of Rumah Selangorku Idaman from 
Menteri Besar Selangor (Incorporated) or MBI 
to the Selangor Housing and Property Board 
(LPHS). Since 2018, 24,428 Rumah Selangorku 
units have been offered to people in the lower-
income bracket.

Amirudin also handed offer letters to seven 
buyers of the Rumah SelangorKu type B 
house in Setia Ecohill Semenyih, Kajang, called 
Pangsapuri Selangorku Kayangan. Priced as 
low as RM100,000, each of the units has a total 

By ALANG BENDAHARA

THE state has allocated a total of 
RM600 million for various welfare 
programmes under the Iltizam 
Selangor Penyayang (ISP) initiative, 

which is an enhancement of the former 
Inisiatif Peduli Rakyat (IPR). 

Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri Amirudin Shari 
said the ISP initiative embodies values like 
kindness, compassion and empathy, and aims 
to improve the lives of the people.

He said the state assistance previously 
provided under IPR had to be reassessed after 
a period of time to ensure its relevance.

“There are programmes that we maintained, 
and there are some that have been changed 
or improved. Some were merged and some 
were replaced. All this was to ensure that the 
assistance we provide can truly empower the 
people of this state,” he said in his speech 
during the launch of the Selangor Penyayang 
roadshow at the Hulu Langat district, in Taman 
Kosas, Ampang on June 19. 

To introduce the new and improved 
initiatives to the people, the state has launched 
the Selangor Penyayang roadshow that will 
tour all nine districts in the state, with each 
venue highlighting a subsector of the ISP 
initiative.

A host of activities including musical 
performances, aerobics exercises, cooking 
competitions, flower arrangements, 
skateboarding and e-sports have been lined 
up to liven up the events. 

area of 750 sq ft, three bedrooms and two 
parking spots, with access to a multipurpose 
hall, a playground, a gymnasium, a surau, a 
childcare centre and 24-hour security.

During the event, Amirudin also said that 
nearly 1,000 houses have been occupied 
through the Smart Rent scheme for low-
income groups since the idea was introduced 
in 2015, and is expected to increase to 4,000 
within the next three years.

“In 2018, we only rented out around 400 
houses, including PPR (People’s Housing 
Projects) flats and now there are almost 1,000 
houses that have been bought and owned. In 
another two or three years, we expect to get a 
total of 4,000 houses to implement the Smart 
Rent programme,” he said.

Also launched at the event was the Iltizam 
Selangor Sihat (ISS) programme which was 
rebranded from the Peduli Sihat Insurance 
Programme (Skim Insurance Peduli Sihat or 
SIPS), that has been given an allocation of 
RM55.5 million.

The targeted reach for ISS is 100,000 
participants, and eligible members 
can claim benefits totalling 
RM6,000, which includes RM5,000 
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Selangor carescares

A CITIZEN E-Payment (CEPat) cashless app user could not believe his good fortune when he was 
announced as the prize winner of the Smart Selangor Citizen campaign contest on June 19.

Hadi Halim Hassan, 37, who has been using the app to pay his bills for the past two years, 
brought home a Honda ADV 150cc motorcycle.

He is thankful that his wish to win the top prize in the six-month-long campaign that began 
in December last year has come true. 

“The winner is selected based on the highest number of payments made through the financial 
process exchange (FPX) service in the app. Praise be to God, the ‘rezeki’ was in my favour.

“I will use the motorcycle for my daily commute,” he said after receiving the prize from 
Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri Amirudin Shari in conjunction 
with the Selangor Penyayang roadshow in Taman 
Kosas, Ampang, on June 19.

Hadi Halim, who works at a bank, said the CEPat 
app is easy to use and saves time.

“I don’t have to download many apps to make 
payments, especially for parking,” he said.

The CEPat app which was launched on Aug 
1, 2019, is a cloud-based technology that allows 
users to make payments for all state government 
services, including compounds and assessment tax.

It can be downloaded from Playstore and AppStore.

allocated RM3.4 million for the programme 
which would benefit some 39,000 people, 
especially those in the high-risk group.

Upcoming plans 

On July 2, the Selangor Penyayang roadshow 
will continue at the Stadium Utama Kuala 
Selangor, for the Kuala Selangor district. It will 
focus on another important issue — health. 

Visitors will get to learn first-hand about the 
health programmes offered by the state.

There will also be the handover of aid 
to the recipients of Iltizam Selangor Sihat 
(ISS), Bantuan Sihat Selangor (BSS), Selangor 
Child Nutrition Programme (Asas), the heart 
treatment scheme and the Peduli Sihat 
programme for civil servants. 

The roadshow is also scheduled to take 
place at Dataran Boulevard MBPJ, Petaling Jaya, 
on July 23 and the final installation at Padang 
Awam Batu Caves, Gombak, on July 31.

CEPat makes a wish come true

Amirudin presents the winning prize to 
Hadi Halim during the Selangor Penyayang 

roadshow in Taman Kosas, Ampang, on June 19

There are programmes 
that we maintained, 
and there are some 
that have been 
changed or improved. 
All this was to ensure 
that the assistance 
we provide can truly 
empower the people 
of this state.

DATO’ SERI 
AMIRUDIN SHARI
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By ALANG BENDAHARA

ducation and digitalisation 
have always been at the 
top of the Selangor gov-
ernment’s agenda. So it 
came as no surprise when, 

during the 2022 Selangor Budget, Men-
teri Besar Dato’ Seri Amirudin Shari an-
nounced the setting up of the Selangor 
Digital School (SDS). 

Selangor Journal reached out to Selan-
gor Information Technology and Digital 
Economy Corporation (Sidec) chief exec-
utive officer Yong Kai Ping on the SDS, 
which aims to be a digital learning plat-
form that caters specifically to profes-
sional workers and graduates. 

It is the state government’s hope 
that this select group of people acquire 
enough technological skills to fill the 
gaps in the digital job market.

“The idea came when we saw that 
the three pillars of the digital economy 
— e-commerce, fulfilment and fintech 
— had thrived during the Covid-19 pan-
demic due to lockdowns and isolation 
directives. 

“As a result, the global tech talent 
shortage issue has become much more 
acute. In Selangor, it is estimated that 
only one out of three tech-related jobs 
are filled,” said Yong. 

His outlook echoed the findings of 
the Malaysia Digital Economy Corpora-
tion’s Digital Talent Survey 2021, which 
revealed that 48 per cent of companies 
in the country adopted digital tech plat-
forms for day-to-day operations last 
year compared to just 19 per cent in 
2020, and 85 per cent had recognised 
the need to reskill their employees. 

The report said the focus has shift-
ed from digital productivity and remote 
working skills to technical skills such 
as data analytics, cybersecurity, cloud 
computing, digital marketing and soft-
ware development.

Yong said to overcome the lack of lo-
cal digital talents, the state government 
through Sidec has invested in venture 
capital fund The Hive Southeast Asia to 
partner with Penjana Kapital Nasional 
to launch SDS. 

“SDS will be collaborating with tech 
companies to recruit tech talents. Its 
students will have opportunities to be 
given job placements or internship op-
portunities with famous tech compa-
nies,” he said. 

Course structure

As SDS aims to facilitate professional 
workers and graduates, Yong said the 
courses will be offered fully online.

He said SDS has referenced from Uni-
versiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM) and 
Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR) 
which offer courses for adults, and part-
time and online learners, as well as the 
Udemy model, an online learning and 
teaching marketplace that offers digital 
courses on demand.  

“SDS will offer three types of cours-
es — short courses or micro-creden-
tial courses, diploma programmes and 
degree programmes. Micro-credential 
courses are for individuals who are in-
terested to take academic courses in ex-
amination mode without registering for 
a degree programme.

“While for the diploma and degree 
programmes, SDS will be collaborat-
ing with state-owned Universiti Se-
langor (Unisel), which has an existing 
programme that has already obtained 
Malaysian Qualifications Agency (MQA) 
accreditation.” 

Yong said topics like marketing tech-
nology (MarTech), advertising technol-
ogy (AdTech) and software engineering 
are likely to be part of the coursework.

“Digital marketing and online learn-
ing systems that include learning simu-
lators will be the unique selling point of 
SDS,” he said. 

The SDS management team will have 
a number of experienced industry train-

ers like digital marketing experts Dr 
Goay Chia Chia, Charles Gregory and 
Zevin Goay. 

“Unlike conventional learning organ-
isations, SDS will adopt an agile startup 
model where the management team 
will be led by an experienced educa-
tion expert as the chief executive officer 
(CEO) and several other management 
team members,” he said.  

A digital future 

Yong said SDS will complement Se-
langor’s goal of becoming a livable 
Smart State in Asean by 2025 as one of 
the objectives of Smart Selangor is to 
create environments that encourage 
happier and healthier citizens, and to 
ensure that the citizens enjoy quality 
education that prepares them for the 
digital future.

“Therefore, SDS aspires to enhance 
the high-quality of education currently 
being offered in Selangor and increase 
the local digital talent pool available in 
the state. This will subsequently reduce 
the state’s reliance on imported digital 
talent,” he said. 

SDS is expected to be operational 
in September with about 200 students 
registered as its first batch for the Octo-
ber 2022 session.

Addressing the digital talent glut
Amirudin (centre) talks to the participants of the Selangor Smart City and Digital Economy Convention during SIBS 2021, on Nov 20, last year

E
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By ALANG BENDAHARA

In July 2021, Malaysia birthed its first 
unicorn — a privately held, venture 
capital-backed startup valued at 
more than US$1 billion — in the form 

of Carsome, a Selangor-grown company 
that at its heart, is a dealer in used cars. 

What makes Carsome different (and it is 
different) is its promise to provide custom-
ers with clear and honest solutions when 
buying a vehicle, by offering them infor-
mation that is driven by data and technol-
ogy.

Keen to know more about the business, 
which is the largest of its kind in Southeast 
Asia, Selangor Journal organised an inter-
view with its co-founder and group chief 
executive officer, Eric Cheng.

In 2015, Cheng teamed up with 
co-founder Teoh Jiun Ee to — in their own 
words — disrupt the fragmented used-car 
market in Malaysia. It was a Herculean task 
for the ambitious duo.   

“Success to me is being able to make a 
positive difference in the used-car space. 
Carsome has achieved significant mile-
stones in a short span of time, but there is 
definitely more to do.

“The list is pretty long but the most 
prominent lesson has been the impor-
tance of a solid team and its impact on the 
business. I’m extremely grateful to be able 
to call a diverse, high-calibre group of peo-
ple my team,” he said. 

Cheng is also grateful that their journey 
began in Selangor, which is committed to 
helping grow startups through its digital-
isation agenda.

“We applaud the Selangor govern-

ment’s commitment to growing the digital 
economy. Since our humble beginnings in 
Kelana Jaya, we have benefited from the 
business-friendly environment fostered by 
the state.” 

Cheng looks forward to sharing Car-
some’s success with the people of Selan-
gor, as he believes that more industry con-
sultation and public-private partnerships 
can help supercharge the state’s vision. 

“On our end, we’re ready to work with 
state agencies like the Selangor Informa-
tion Technology & Digital Economy Corpo-
ration (Sidec) to grow the digital ecosystem 
together,” he said. 

A new journey  

The idea to start Carsome began when 
Cheng had a frustrating experience when 
trying to buy a used car. He did not know 
who he could trust or where to go to get 
information. 

“The entire journey involved layers of 
communication and a lengthy transaction 
process. I soon realised it was a huge, un-
organised, fragmented market ripe for 
digital disruption.” 

Today, Carsome has e-commerce op-
erations across Malaysia, Indonesia, Thai-
land and Singapore, providing advice on  
content consumption, vehicle inspection, 
ownership transfer and financing, and 
promising to bring trust, choice and trans-
parency to their customers.  

Shifting gears 

Cheng said the used-car market in 
Southeast Asia is massive and worth over 

US$102 billion by transaction value in 2021.
“It represents the region’s sec-

ond-largest consumer product catego-
ry and will grow rapidly in the next five 
years, driven by the rising middle class, 
increasing disposable income and cus-
tomers’ preference towards private 
transportation for safety and sanity con-
siderations,” he said. 

Yet, transactions are mostly done 
offline with only 1.3 per cent of e-com-
merce penetration. 

“This number is expected to reach 7.4 
per cent in the next five years. On our 
platform, we’ve already seen about 30 
per cent of customers completing the 
full journey online. So we are definitely 

excited to be at the forefront of the digi-
tal disruption,” he said. 

When Covid-19 happened, it did not 
pull the handbrakes on the business. 
Cheng said they used the down-time to 
enhance their digital offerings and on-
line experience for customers.

Such groundwork helped their deal-
ers to trade their inventory to Carsome 
during the demand-disrupted period, 
which enhanced its brand equity among 
the dealer network. 

Cheng and Teoh also managed to 
shift resources around internally to 
launch their retail business, which has 
now become the fastest-growing arm of 
the company.

Full speed ahead 

With over 2,000 staff in Malaysia 
alone and a 4,000-strong global work-
force, Carsome views the people it hires 
as its biggest asset.  

Cheng said developing talent is the 
company’s primary focus. This is why in 
2021 it set up the Carsome Academy in 
Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand, which 
offers youths technical training and ca-
reer opportunities upon graduation.

Also in 2021, Carsome partnered with 
Sunway University to set up a Data Inno-
vation Lab to grow talents for the region.

Most recently it opened its biggest in-
door showroom at Carsome PJ Automall 
in Petaling Jaya.

For the future, Cheng said he wishes 
to see more effort from governments to 
recognise technopreneurs, as they are 
keen to contribute their knowledge and 
experience to their country. 

“Better public-private cooperation 
can help craft policies that enhance 
the ecosystem, create more startups, 
as well as boost the growth of existing 
businesses — which will in turn lead to 
more jobs, strengthen Malaysia’s pros-
pects to investors and create a positive 
ripple effect in the economy,” he said. 

A driving force 
for change

State executive councillor for local government Ng Sze Han (in foreground) and Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri Amirudin 
Shari talk to Cheng during a visit to the Carsome PJ Automall showroom on June 7 — Picture by MB’s Office
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Finding jobs for our unemployed

year following many requests from the aforemen-
tioned industries, including budget hotels, which are 
facing a shortage of workers.

“The requests have come from many hotel owners 
in Selangor. They do not have enough workers after 
the Covid-19 pandemic forced a halt in the sector.

“I have requested my officers to review the request 
and we will also be working with the state executive 
councillor for tourism to further boost the industry.” 

Meanwhile, some of the employers who took part 
in the fair expressed their satisfaction because it pro-
vided them with a platform to promote their company.

Northport (Malaysia) Bhd’s Compensation, Re-
wards, and Industrial Relations head Fawzie Badli said 
within half an hour of the event, nearly 40 job applica-
tions had been received and he views that as some-
thing good for the company.

“We offered over 80 jobs, from general worker posi-
tions to executive-level ones. Moving forward, we plan 
to continue participating in state-organised job fairs as 

they help in finding quality workers,” he said. 

Calling on youths 

The Selangor government is always 
striving to bring down unemploy-

ment in the state. The figure cur-
rently stands at 3.2 per cent. 

“The unemployment rate will 
come down to 2.6 per cent if all 
20,000 positions offered at the 
Selangor Mega Job Fair 2022 are 
taken up.

“We are targeting between 
5,000 to 6,000 individuals to suc-

cessfully find employment at this 
fair. This is 30 per cent of the jobs 
available.

“I am confident that this can be 
met, as many come here looking 

for work,” said Mohd Khairuddin.
He said he is confident the state unemployment fig-

ure will remain at under four per cent till year end, and 
that he will endeavour to prepare platforms to help as 
many people as possible find employment.

“I hope the people, especially youths, would take 
this opportunity and collectively increase the la-
bour-power in Selangor,” he said.

Other opportunities 

Apart from the Selangor Mega Job Fair 2022, there 
are two other career recruitment initiatives that have 
benefited Selangor citizens, namely Selangor Kerjaya 
and the Job Care Roadshow.

Launched by Menteri Besar Dato’ Seri Amirudin 
Shari on Jan 26, 2021, Selangor Kerjaya is a talent 
management and manpower programme that aims to 
benefit 10,000 job seekers in the state.

The initiative by Menteri Besar Selangor (Incorpo-
rated) or MBI hopes to drive the people’s economy via 
suitable and effective career matching.

MBI chief executive officer Norita Mohd Sidek said 
the programme has helped 1,400 individuals get em-
ployed since January last year. 

Meanwhile, the Job Care Roadshow was launched 
on Feb 26 by the Selangor Workers Empowerment 
Unit (Unit Pemberdayaan Pekerja Selangor or UPPS) 
in collaboration with the Social Security Organisation 
(Socso).

It serves as an initiative to assist low, medium, and 
high-skilled workers who have lost their jobs as a re-
sult of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Its chief coordinator, S Vijayan, said a total of 15 lo-
cal companies participated in the programme, which 
offered approximately 3,000 employment openings 
across a range of industries.

“The programme has helped 641 people to get jobs 
in the manufacturing, ports, logistics and shipping 
sectors,” he said.

By NASUHA BADRUL HUZAINI 

The recently-concluded Selangor Mega Job 
Fair 2022 has received positive feedback from 
many participants who attended.

Held at the Shah Alam City Council (MBSA) 
Convention Centre on June 11 and 12, the programme 
attracted 6,744 job-seekers who were offered a total of 
20,921 jobs from 10 main sectors.

Among the sectors that offered positions at the 
state-level career fair were manufacturing, retail, food 
and beverage, finance, banking, insurance, logistics, 
consumer products, electrical, construction, environ-
ment, research technology and government agencies.

State executive councillor for youth and human cap-
ital development Mohd Khairuddin Othman said the 
mega fair acted as a platform to provide jobs from 
across many fields and to help the Selangor govern-
ment reduce the unemployment rate in the state. 

“For the next edition, the state government will take 
progressive steps to increase the number of employer 
participants so that more jobs could be offered,” he 
told Selangor Journal.

More options 

Following the encouraging response, Mohd 
Khairuddin said the programme will be held again 
from August to September.

He said the venues for the fair’s next edition are yet 
to be decided but larger halls are needed to accommo-
date the crowds.

“The programme at the Majlis Bandaraya Shah Alam 
(MBSA) Convention Centre earlier this month was met 
with encouraging response, hence the planning for a 
future carnival.

“This time around, we want to involve more employ-
ers from various sectors so that participants will have 
more options,” he said.

Industry-specific fairs

Mohd Khairuddin said the state government is also 
planning to organise a career fair dedicated to the 
tourism and hotel industries, with the goal of filling 
6,000 job openings in both sectors.

“Tentatively, the event will be 
held in the third quarter of this 

Interviewees register as they arrive at the Selangor Mega Job Fair 2022 at the Shah Alam City Council 
Convention Centre, on June 11
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By ALANG BENDAHARA

In October, the Selangor Inter-
national Expo (SIE) will host two 
events — the 2022 SIE Medic and 
the 2022 SIE F&B (Food and Bev-

erage) at the sidelines of the 2022 Se-
langor International Business Summit 
(SIBS). 

After two years of pandemic restric-
tions, many international borders have 
reopened, prompting the summit’s or-
ganisers, Invest Selangor Berhad, to 
plan for more visitors and an overall 
bigger event. 

As a lead-up to SIBS and SIE, Selangor 
Journal interviewed experts and traders 
who shared their thoughts and expecta-
tions. 

Malaysian Medical Association (MMA) 
president Dr Koh Kar Chai who was a 
keynote speaker at the Selangor Inter-
national Health Conference (SIHC) 2021, 
which was a sideline event of SIE Medic 
last year, says he looks forward to an-
other session this year. 

“As a participant and visitor last year, 
the take-home was that SIE Medic was 
very promising with lots of ideas and 
business opportunities shared.

“This year’s event will be an opportu-
nity to discuss the gain experienced by 
the healthcare industry players from the 
previous session and to share new data 
as well as the knowledge that has been 
acquired since then,” he said. 

‘More experts will come’

Dr Koh said now that the borders are 
reopened more industry players will 
participate to showcase their products 
and more foreign experts will come for 
the knowledge-sharing sessions. 

“As a medical professional as well as 
a representative of the MMA, SIE Medic 
is a good platform to learn about new 
technology and it serves as an excellent 
networking platform for those in the 
medical profession and industry,” he 
said. 

Dr Koh, who is not involved in the Se-
langor administration’s various health 
initiatives for its citizens’ wellbeing, 
commended the actions undertaken by 
the state during the difficult months of 
the pandemic and after. 

“My opinion is that the Selangor state 
government does care for the health of 
its citizens and is serious in implement-

ing various programmes to improve the 
healthcare system of the state,” he said. 

New markets

SIE F&B, with the theme ‘Inspire F&B 
Business Beyond’ this year continues 
to provide entrepreneurs with the best 
platform to introduce and market their 
products.

TJ Delight founder Rosiyati Mustafar 
said the event helped her to introduce 
frozen 'ketupat palas' and 'pulut lepa' to 
new customers and buyers.

“The SIE F&B platform offers local 
entrepreneurs like us a chance to seek 
new opportunities to enter the foreign 
market,” she said.  

Fyllo (M) Sdn Bhd managing director 
A Tiruselvan said his company’s partici-
pation in SIE F&B last year has increased 
the sales of their Fyllo Opal (oil palm 
leaf) tea and he looks forward to debut-
ing three new beverages and food prod-
ucts at this year’s meet-up.

“This year will be our fourth partici-
pation in SIE F&B. Through the event, 
many local buyers got to know our 
products and bought them to be sold in 
their stores and outlets. Even the walk-

in sales from visitors during the event 
were very high,” he said. 

Strength to strength 

Invest Selangor said SIE F&B and SIE 
Medic will be bigger this year as it is an-
ticipating more visitors and exhibitors. 

Its spokesperson said the 8th SIE 
F&B offers 488 booths compared to 192 
booths last year, while SIE Medic will 
have 77 booths compared to 49 booths 
last year.

“As of May 11, SIE F&B has sold 127 
booths and SIE Medic, 12 booths.

The sixth edition of SIBS 2022 will be 
held from Oct 6 to 9 at the Kuala Lum-
pur Convention Centre.

SIBS 2022 will showcase six main 
components: the SIE F&B, the SIE Med-
ic, the Selangor Industrial Park Expo 
(Spark), the Selangor Asean Business 
Conference (SABC), the Selangor Smart 
City and Digital Economy Convention 
(SDEC) and the Selangor Research and 
Development and Innovation Expo 
(SRIE).

Last year, SIBS attracted over 25,410 
visitors, surpassing the initial target of 
10,000 visitors.

Opportunities aplenty at SIE

(From left) Hasan and Sri Ternak Group of Companies chief 
executive officer and managing director Dato’ Raymond Ho 
inspect the products featured at the SIE F&B Supermarket 
Buyers programme at ST Rosyam supermarket, Shah Alam, 
on June 4

ITP Foods Sdn Bhd Sales and Marketing manager Anderson 
Khor and Eunice Lai Chooi Yeng showcase their company’s 
products at the SIE F&B Supermarket Buyers programme at 
Lulu Hypermarket in Setia City Mall, Shah Alam, on May 31
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Selangor Journal (SJ): What is the 
main industry in your constituency?

Rozana Zainal Abidin (RZA): Agri-
culture is the main industry in Perma-
tang as we have many paddy fields and 
oil palm plantations. Most of the paddy 
fields here are cultivated by the locals 
themselves and those who have limited 
ability to carry out farming due to old 
age or health issues actually rent out 
their paddy lots to others.

SJ: What is the main attraction in Per-
matang?

RZA: Since we are located near the 
sea, I notice that Permatang has be-
come more famous for its fresh seafood 
including lobsters and large squids. Do 
not be surprised if you see many out-
siders coming to the jetty on weekends 
just to buy fresh seafood at cheaper 

Empowering rural Selangor 
By NASUHA BADRUL HUZAINI

Permatang is one of two constituencies under 
the Tanjung Karang Parliamentary seat and 
has been represented by Rozana Zainal Abi-
din since the last General Election in 2018. 

Located in the northern part of Selangor, the con-
stituency consists of approximately 70,000 people 
with some 31,000 
registered voters. 
There are 13 tradi-
tional villages, 11 plan-
tations and three Kampung 
Bagan within the area, with 
Malays making up 65 per cent 
of its population. Selangor Jour-
nal reaches out to its ever-cheer-
ful state assemblyman to learn more 
about the constituency. prices. Apart 

from that, 
P e r m a t a n g 

is also known 
as a food ha-

ven where many 
mouth-watering local 
dishes are found. They 

include the famous 
‘mee udang banjir’, ‘Cendol Borhan’, 
‘Warung Soto’, and ‘nasi ambeng’.

SJ: What are the concerns raised by 
your constituents and how do you ad-
dress them?

RZA: Since most of the constituents 
are paddy farmers, their biggest con-
cern is smaller paddy yields after the 
harvesting season. In the past, the 
farmers managed to get around eight 
to nine tonnes of yield per one paddy 
lot but now, they only harvest around 
three to four tonnes per lot. The decline 
in yield has caused some of the farmers 

to be in debt because they need to pay 
for input costs too, including fertilisers 
and pesticides. 

The farmers would be able to settle 
their debts and cultivation costs if their 
harvest reached eight tonnes per paddy 
lot. The main cause of the low produc-
tion is the soil quality. During my meet-
ings with the officers at Integrated Agri-
cultural Development Area (IADA) Barat 
Laut Selangor, I suggested that we con-
duct new research to find out why the 
soil is no longer able to produce good 
yields. While doing that, we also need 
to loosen the soil with high-quality fer-
tilisers. As we all know, there is nothing 
much I can do from my end because the 
paddy sector is under the purview of 
the Federal government. However, I am 
glad that many government agencies 
give good feedback and are helping to 
tackle this issue.

SJ: What are your achievements so far 
in your constituency?

RZA: Since being elected as the state 
representative in 2018, one of my main 
areas of focus is to empower families 
economically. What I mean by this is 
I want to educate the women to also 
contribute to their family’s income. I 
want them to be tough, mentally and  

physically. 
Most of the women in my constituen-

cies are housewives and their routines 
revolve around sending their kids to 
school and cooking for the family. When 
their children are at school, they have 
some extra time. So why not venture 
into a small business like selling ‘kere-
pek’ (crisps) or cookies? At least they can 
generate another income for the family. 
I have also guided them to get help from 
the state government such as Hijrah fi-
nancing.

SJ: What are some of your prob-
lem-solving methods?

RZA: Previously, I dedicated every 
Thursday as my open day whereby peo-
ple can come to my office and tell me 
their problems but now they can come 
at any time to see me, provided that I 
do not have meetings outside Perma-
tang. My approach is to sit down with 
them and analyse the problem. We will 
discuss how to resolve the problem and 
what the options are. 

For example, they want to expand 
their business but have no capital to do 
so. First, I will assign my assistant to go 
to the ground and visit their business, 
to verify whether their cases is genuine 
and should be assisted or the other way 
round. Then I would tell them about the 
different kinds of business assistance 
provided by the state government. For 
issues that require the attention of oth-
er agencies, I will help to refer their cas-
es to those agencies including the Land 
Office, the local authorities, the Selan-
gor Islamic Religious Department, the 
Selangor Zakat Board and so on.

For my constituents who plan to ex-
pand their business, I have also sug-
gested some programmes under the 
state government such as Blueprint, 
Dana Usahawan Mikro Selangor and Hi-
jrah Selangor.

N09 
PERMATANG

Rozana gives the thumbs up at an eye 
clinic organised by her service centre 

with the help of World Vision Optic
and Sky Wing Tech

The state rep poses 
with a recipient of 
the Jom Shopping 
voucher at Best 
Fresh Mart in Kuala 
Selangor

Rozana makes 
a stopover at 
the Job Care 
Roadshow that 
drew more than 
1,000 visitors 
this year
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BANTING - The details on the devel-
opment of the Shah Alam Sports Com-
plex (KSSA), including Stadium Mala-
wati in Section 13, will be announced 
next month, said Selangor Menteri Be-
sar Datuk Seri Amirudin Shari.

He said a special committee formed 
by the state government has identified 
the best approach to be taken for the 
development of the complex, which 
will include the Light Rail Transit 3 
passing through the area.

“This committee has evaluated 
all proposals, whether (they involve) 
repairs, upgrading, building from 
scratch and the like,” he told reporters 
after the launch of series two of Jela-
jah Selangor Penyayang roadshow at 
Dataran Pantai Morib here on June 25.

“I do not want to announce it ear-
ly, but a decision has been reached re-
garding the status of KSSA. We need 
to look at the whole building complex 
as it involves hundreds of millions of 

SHAH ALAM -  Teenage female foot-
baller Qaseh Rania Khairul Najib (pic), 
a player sponsored by Menteri Besar 
Selangor (Incorporated) or MBI, has ac-
cepted an offer from Croatian Division 1 
club, NK Osijek.

MBI’s corporate social responsibili-
ty head Ahmad Azri Zainal Nor said the 
12-year-old was selected after attend-
ing a two-week programme with the 
club early this month.

“The club’s chief talent scout was 
impressed by Qaseh Rania’s skills 
and offered her to join the club as 
an academy player,” he said when 
contacted by SelangorKini.

Ahmad Azri said MBI is ready to 
continue supporting Qaseh Rania in 
her quest to go further in profession-

al football.
“We helped Qaseh Rania to 

attend the programme that 
provided her with the op-

portunity to showcase 
her talent and she 
had done well. Af-

ter this, we will see 
what other kinds of 
assistance we can 

provide to her,” he 
said.
Apart from Qaseh Ra-

nia, her brother Luth Qa-
yyim, 15, had also received 

sponsorship from MBI to par-
ticipate in a programme with 
NK Osijek FC on June 4.

The siblings were select-
ed after their outstanding 
performances in the FAM 
Suparimau League tour-
nament. Currently, Qaseh 
Rania is undergoing cen-
tralised training with the 
national women’s football 
squad.

The teenager won the 
Kuala Lumpur Women’s 

Football Championship 2021 
when she represented the sen-

ior team and the LaLiga Youth 
Championship 2021 for the Un-

der-14 category.
She also received the 

awards for Most Valua-
ble Player in the LaLiga 

Youth Championship 
2021 and the Futsal 
Academy 2020 for the 
Grassroots category.

SHAH ALAM - The Selangor 
State Sports Council (MSNS) will 
maintain its target to emerge as 
one of the top three winners at the 
Malaysia Games (Sukma) 2022.

Its executive director, Moham-
ad Nizam Marjugi, remains con-
fident that the state athletes 
will be able to provide a chal-
lenge even though the 20th 
Sukma date has been brought forward by two 
weeks to coincide with the Malaysia Day cele-
bration on Sept 16.

He said more than 500 state athletes will 
compete for medals in 31 sports.

“We will send everyone to represent (each 
type of sport) but it depends on the current sit-
uation and their performance. We do not want 
to send athletes who are not fit.

“The athletes’ performance is closely relat-
ed to training. So it is difficult for us to gauge 
their strength because there is not enough 
training time, not counting the advantages 
possessed by the athletes from other states,” 
he said.

Mohamad Nizam admitted that he is wor-
ried that the last-minute change in date would 
affect the athletes’ preparation.

However, he said MSNS accepts the de-
cision of the Sukma Supreme Committee, 

which has also relaxed some of the standard 
operating procedures for the upcoming tour-
nament.

“We have no problem with the new date 
because this year’s Sukma rules are not strict. 
Even if an athlete sets a new record, it is not 
considered a record because it is organised to 
ensure the survival of Sukma.

“I’m just worried in terms of preparation,” 
he told SelangorKini.

On June 10, Youth and Sports Minister Da-
tuk Seri Ahmad Faizal Azumu said the 20th 
Sukma has been brought forward by two 
weeks and will take place from Sept 16 to 24, 
followed by the Para Sukma from Nov 1 to 6 in 
the Klang Valley.

This follows the postponement of the 2022 
Hangzhou Asian Games previously scheduled 
for Sept 10 to 25, allowing the organisers to 
use public university facilities for the place-
ment of athletes during the semester break.

Sports complex
blueprint out in July

ringgit,” he said.
“God willing, it is a public-private 

partnership, not fully funded by the 
government. If it were just repairs, we 

would have started 
last year,” he said. 
- Bernama

Selangor still eyes podium 
finish at Sukma 2022

Football 
wunderkind 
to dazzle 
Croatia
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The Gombak-Hulu Langat Geopark (GHL) encompassess 20 unique geosites that are 
a national treasure. They are scattered across 112,955 hectares of land in Selangor’s 
districts of Gombak (13 sites) and Hulu Langat (7 sites).

On Oct 15, 2020, The Selangor Economic Action Council submitted a dossier to the 
National Geopark Evaluation Committee to officially recognise the sites as a national 
heritage. They also await Unesco certification. 

Treasure in Our Backyard
Selangor’s geosites rich with minerals and heritage value

G30 Bekas Lombong Batu Arang
G29 Bekas Lombong Tasik Biru, Kundang
G28 Gua Batu Caves
G26 Air Terjun Sungai Kanching
G4 Batu Kapur Kuala Lumpur Bt. Takun
G10 Kompleks Volkano Sempah
G18 Mata Air Panas Selayang
G13 Rijang Gombak Karak Highway
G9 Fosil Pliestosen Akhir Bt. Caves
G23 Permatang Kuarza Gombak
G25 Puncak Granit Gunung Nuang
G6 Syis Selut Karak
G22 Porfirit Hulu Langat Sungai Gabai
G16 Kompleks Mata Air Panas Dusun Tua
G31 Telaga Air Panas Artesian, Kampung Jawa
G21 Granit Semenyih Jln Empangan
G27 Air Terjun Sungai Tekala
G17 Mata Air Panas Sungai Lalang
G11 Olistostrom Tericih Genting Sempah
G19 Granit Kuala Lumpur

	It will place Selangor on the world map

	Geotourism Branding is an income generator

	Geosites are investment friendly

	It will spearhead the New Urban Agenda and 
 Sustainable Development Goals for the local
 authorities

	It will encourage more environmental conservation

	It will bring about more community involvement

6 benefits of a geopark Locations of the 20 Gombak-Hulu Langat 
Geoparks (GHL)

20 Geoparks in Selangor


